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Spurs look ready to kick some ass and take names
By Jacques E. Strap
Action sports analyst

	 After	 the	 newspaper	
hacks	and	the	TV	turkeys	
have	all	but	beaten	us	to	
death	 with	 Dallas	 Cow-
boys	 drivel,	 Iʼm	 ready	
for	some	 legitimate	 local	
sports	news.
	 Iʼm	also	ready	for	the	
NBA	season	to	get	in	high	
gear,	and	hereʼs	why.
	 The	Spurs	are	in	po-
sition	to	win	another	NBA	
championship,	 and	 the	
excitement	 level	 rivals	
those	heady,	adrenaline-
pumping	 times	 when	
David	 Robinson	 stood	
ready	 to	 welcome	 a	 big	
firstround	draft	pick	 from	
the	Virgin	 Islands	by	 the	
name	of	Tim	Duncan.
	 The	 Admiral,	 now	 a	
member	 of	 the	 Basket-
ball	Hall	of	Fame,	was	in	
the	 twilight	 of	 his	 career	

when	 Duncan	 arrived,	
and	 nobody	 knew	 better	
than	 Robinson	 what	 the	
possibilities	were.
	 The	7-1	center,	a	pe-
rennial	all-star	with	matu-
rity,	 insight,	humility,	and	
a	 better	 basketball	 head	
than	most	coaches,	knew	
that	big	Timmy	was	more	
than	 special.	 He	 knew	
that	 the	 young,	 6-11	
power	 forward	 was	 the	
offensive	 force	 to	 help	
him	lead	the	Spurs	to	an	
NBA	 championship,	 and	
he	was	to	learn	later,	that	
Duncan	was	even	more.
	 Everyone	was	keyed	
up	 and	 expectations	
were	 over	 the	 top.	 And	
four	championships	later,	
we	are	experiencing	déjá	
vu.
	 Duncan	 is	 now	 the	
perennial	 all-star	 and	 a	
sure	bet	to	someday	join	
Robinson	 in	 the	 hall	 of	

fame.	Duncan	is	the	ma-
ture,	basketball-wise	vet-
eran	whose	humility	and	
understanding	 of	 human	
nature	 might	 belie	 his	
fierce	 desire	 to	 win.	 He	
is	a	shot-blocker,	a	team	
motivator,	 and	 a	 leader	
like	no	other.
	 He	is	also	 in	the	twi-
light	 of	 his	 career,	 and	
he	 is	 now	 surrounded	
with	enough	firepower	to	
make	 a	 fifth	 champion-
ship	very	possible.
	 With	 Tony	 Parker	
tested	 and	 proven	 to	
be	one	of	 the	best	 point	
guards	 in	 the	 NBA,	 and	
with	 Manu	 Ginobili	 back	
from	 injuries	 and	 appar-
ently	 his	 old	 Argentine	
magician	 self,	 Duncan	
finds	 himself	 with	 even	
more	added	muscle	than	
he	 could	 have	 dreamed	
of.	George	Hill	has	blos-
somed	as	a	backup	point	

guard	 for	 Parker,	 and	
there	is	more.
	 Enter	 the	 likes	 of	
Richard	 Jefferson,	 An-
tonio	 McDyess,	 and	
DeJuan	 Blair,	 the	 sec-
ond-round	 sleeper	 out	
of	 Pittsburgh.	 Blair	 is	
no	 rookie	 fluke.	 He	 is	 a	
monster	 from	 basketball	
heaven.
	 And	 give	 Spurs	 ma-
jority	 owner	 Peter	 Holt	
the	credit	where	credit	 is	
due.
	 Holt	 is	 a	 winner	 be-
cause	he	is	willing	to	sac-
rifice	 immediate	 profits	
for	the	possibility	of	keep-
ing	 the	Spurs	 a	 champi-
onship	contender	for	now	
and	for	years	to	come.
	 In	 the	 trade	with	Mil-
waukee	 for	 Jefferson,	
Holt	 took	 on	 the	 $29.2	
million	 owed	 the	 high-
scoring	 swing	 man	 who	
starred	 at	 New	 Jersey	

when	 Jason	 Kidd	 was	
with	the	Nets.
	 For	 the	 first	 time	 in	
my	 memory,	 the	 Spurs	
will	have	a	big	presence	
over	the	rim.
	 San	Antonio	has	had	
a	 few	 players	 capable	
of	 finishing	 the	 crowd-
pleasing	 alleyoop	 catch-
and-dunk,	 but	 there	 has	
never	 been	 one	 with	
Richard	 Jeffersonʼs	 ca-
pabilities.
	 Who	 could	 ever	 for-
get	the	rim-rattling	dunks	
Jefferson	completed	with	
lob	passes	from	Kidd?
	 With	 both	 Manu	 Gi-
nobili	 and	 Tony	 Parker	
capable	 of	 slick	 feeds	
from	any	angle,	 the	pos-
sibilities	 with	 Jefferson	
are	unlimited.
	 And	 Blair	 brings	 a	
powerful	 rebounding	
force	that	the	Spurs	have	
not	experienced	since	the	

days	of	Dennis	Rodman.	
And	 the	 big	 rookie	 from	
Pittsburgh	 brings	 his	 re-
bounding	 brawn	 without	
the	 craziness	 baggage	
that	 accompanied	 Rod-
man.
	 Blair	 is	 capable	 of	
dunking	 the	 basketball	
along	 with	 any	 hapless	
opponent	 who	might	 get	
in	his	way.
	 “All	of	 this,”	said	Pe-
ter	 Holt,	 “and	 with	Anto-
nio	McDyess	as	well.	He	
is	a	fierce	competitor	and	
a	 real	 force	 to	 be	 reck-
oned	 with.	 We	 are	 ex-
pecting	some	really	good	
things.”
	 Holt	 says	 coach	
Gregg	Popovich	is	as	ex-
cited	 as	 he	 is	 about	 the	
Spursʼ	 chances	 for	 an-
other	championship.
	 “I	 really	 believe	 we	
are	 ready	 to	 kick	 some	
ass,”	Holt	said.
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To view selected Kindrick Columns
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	 He	called	me	Soul.	He	gave	me	strength	and	saved	
my	ass.	He	was	an	angel	with	a	microphone,	the	safety	
net	 I	 needed	back	during	 the	mid-1970s	when	 I	was	
free-falling	out	of	the	daily	newspaper	business.
	 Ron	Houston	is	the	name.
	 The	greatest	voice	in	the	history	of	San	Antonio	ra-
dio.
	 Maybe	 you	 read	 his	 obituary	 last	 month	 in	 the	
newspaper.	Death,	they	say,	has	silenced	the	mellifl	u-
ous	voice.	How	this	can	be	I	am	not	sure.	Over	more	
than	40	years,	Ron	Houston	and	I	were	intent	upon	liv-
ing	forever.	It	was	a	feeling	we	both	had,	and	a	feeling	
which	I	experienced	again	 last	month	as	I	stood	next	
to	a	little	gold-colored	urn	in	the	First	United	Methodist	
Church	of	Blanco,	Texas.

Eulogy fell short of the mark

	 So	the	brief	memorial	service	eulogy	I	tried	to	give	
for	the	man	who	became	my	soul	brother	seemed	in-
adequate	and	 far	 short	of	 the	mark.	The	church	was	
packed	with	friends	and	fans,	and	many	of	them	can	re-
call	the	days	when	Ron	Houstonʼs	smooth	voice	purred	
over	 such	 radio	 stations	 as	 KTSA,	 KBUC,	 KFAN,	
KENS,	and	KEXL,	the	free-form	outlaw	rocker	where	I	
was	to	work	a	morning	drive	show	with	Houston	in	the	
dubious	role	of	“alternative	newscaster.”
	 Houston	and	 I	 fi	rst	met	 in	 the	1960s	when	 I	was	
writing	 a	 column	 for	 the	San	Antonio	 Express-News.	
I	 believe	 he	 was	 a	 KTSADJ	 at	 the	 time.	 Our	 trails	
crossed	and	re-crossed	over	the	years,	as	Houston	be-
came	an	unrepentant	friend	of	San	Antonio	police	char-
acter	Bunny	Eckert,	and	during	the	days	that	I	hung	out	
with	people	like	Willie	Nelson,	middleweight	slugger	Al	
Juergens	and	a	few	others	who	would	never	be	consid-
ered	for	membership	in	the	Texas	Cavaliers.
	 The	 offi	cial	 reason	 that	 Express-News	 executive	
editor	Charlie	Kilpatrick	gave	for	my	fi	ring	was	“asso-
ciation	 with	 undesirable	 characters.”	 This	 happened	
shortly	 after	 I	 promoted	 the	 World	 Championship	
Menudo	Cookoff	 in	Raymond	Russell	Park,	an	event	
that	 featured	Willie	 Nelson	 and	 some	 30	 other	 area	
bands.

Kicked off the grounds

	 As	 more	 than	 50,000	 rowdy	 drunks	 stumbled	
through	an	adjacent	trailer	park	and	passed	out	amid	
the	tombstones	of	Sunset	Memorial	Park,	I	found	time	
to	have	Hal	Davis,	 the	general	manager	of	KITE	AM	
and	 KEXL	 FM,	 thrown	 off	 the	 grounds	 for	 reasons	
which	have	completely	slipped	my	mind.	 I	believe	he	
had	been	 loudly	arguing	with	someone,	but	 I	am	not	
sure	who.
	 Only	 days	 after	my	 fi	ring,	 I	 was	 dead	 broke	 and	
feeling	lower	than	whale	shit	as	I	played	9-ball	pool	for	
$2	a	game	in	a	San	Pedro	skull	orchard	known	as	the	
Desert	Fox.
	 I	 could	 scarcely	 believe	my	eyes	and	ears	when	
Hal	Davis	walked	into	the	beer	joint	and	offered	me	an	
alternative	newscasting	job	on	KEXL	FM	Radio.
	 I	recall	telling	Davis	that	I	knew	nothing	about	ra-
dio,	and	that	I	didnʼt	believe	he	would	give	me	a	job	af-
ter	what	happened	at	the	menudo	cookoff	and	concert.	
I	was	to	soon	learn	that	Hal	Davis	was	a	far	bigger	man	
than	I	had	even	dreamed.
	 “I	have	an	FM	outlaw	rock	station	with	what	I	be-
lieve	are	thousands	of	dope-smoking	hippie	listeners,”	
Davis	said.	“I	have	a	hunch	that	you	might	go	over	big	
in	the	market.	If	you	are	interested,	be	at	the	station	on	
Data	Point	at	6	oʼclock	in	the	morning.”
	 He	then	walked	out	of	the	beer	joint	without	uttering	
another	word.
	 I	was	convinced	that	Davis	had	offered	me	the	job	
just	so	he	could	 toss	me	off	 the	property,	but	he	was	
true	to	his	word.	When	I	arrived	at	the	KITE	AM,	KEXL	
FM	studios,	Davis	pointed	 to	a	control	 room	where	a	
smiling	Ron	Houston	was	spinning	records	and	waving	
me	in.
	 “Sit	behind	that	microphone,	Soul,”	Houston	said,	
“and	we	will	get	this	show	on	the	road.”
	 “What	do	I	do?”
	 “Just	talk,	Soul.	I	will	play	this	Charlie	Daniels	re-
cord,	and	we	will	start	jawboning.”
	 My	voice	 is	 rougher	 than	Houstonʼs	was	smooth,	
and	the	fi	rst	word	I	uttered	on	the	air	caused	the	vol-
ume	needles	to	all	but	bounce	out	of	the	box.
	 “You	 got	 it,	 Soul,”	Ron	 laughed.	 “We	are	 off	 and	
running.”

The rest was history

	 The	rest	 is	history.	I	was	getting	Action	Magazine	
started	at	the	time,	but	the	KEXL	salary	kept	me	alive	
when	I	needed	it	most.	Houston	and	I	had	a	radio	rap-
port	which	I	fi	nd	hard	to	explain	(	believe	it	was	spiri-
tual),	and	there	was	sideline	money	as	we	cut	commer-
cials	for	land	companies	and	western	wear	stores.
	 Ron	always	said	he	wanted	to	kick	himself	for	fail-
ing	to	record	our	fi	rst	air	outing	together.
	 Houston	had	an	uncanny	talent	for	hitting	30-sec-
ond	and	one-minute	commercial	spots	without	a	hitch	
or	a	script.	He	could	hold	rough,	hand-scribbled	notes	
from	some	radio	ad	salesman,	and	turn	them	into	con-
cise,	entertaining,	and	informative	air	commercials	as	
if	he	were	reading	from	a	prompter.	And	he	taught	me	
enough	about	commercial	radio	to	make	a	few	bucks	
on	 the	 side.While	 Ron	 was	 selling	 property	 for	 G.G.	
Gale,	I	was	hawking	land	for	the	late	S.A.	Sam	Green,	
a.k.a.	 Father	 Benedict,	 who	 always	 said,	 “The	Good	
Lord	ainʼt	makinʼ	anymore	land.”
	 So	this	column	is	for	you,	Soul.	It	is	also	for	Sheryl,	
your	 life	 love	and	beautiful	wife	who	you	fi	rst	 started	
dating	when	we	formed	out	unlikely	KEXL	tandem.	This	
one	 is	 also	 for	 the	 many	 people	 you	 helped	 anony-
mously,	 for	 the	cats	and	dogs	and	ducks	you	 took	 in	
and	 fed	 simply	because	you	 loved	animals	and	peo-
ple.	And	this	is	for	your	adopted	hometown	where	you	
worked	tirelessly	as	a	city	councilman	and	promoter	of	
local	events.
	 Houston’s	wife	Sheryl	was	an	attorney	in	the	A.L.	
Hernden	law	fi	rm	when	she	and	Ron	got	together,	and	
Hernden	called	me	shortly	after	Houston’s	 fatal	heart	
attack	 to	say	 that	Sheryl	was	 the	best	 lawyer	ever	 to	
work	in	his	offi	ce.
	 Ron	had	 told	me	 that	he	had	 joined	 the	Method-
ist	Church,	and	that	he	was	a	fi	rm	believer	in	the	old-
est	 carpenter	 story	 of	 all	 time.	 Death	 wasnʼt	 casting	
much	of	a	shadow	as	I	stumbled	over	my	eulogy	in	that	
brightly-lighted	Methodist	Church,	 and	 I	 could	almost	
hear	the	Billy	Joe	Shaver	refrain:	Iʼm gonna cross that 
river, Iʼm gonna live forever....
	 Itʼs	what	we	always	wanted.	And	if	the	water	ainʼt	
too	deep,	Soul,	I	plan	on	seeing	you	later.



	 Shake	 a	 tree	 most	
anywhere	 in	 San	 Antonio	
and	 chances	 are	 good	
that	a	socalled	tattoo	artist	
will	 come	 tumbling	 to	 the	
ground.
	 These	 are	 the	 new	
breed	 of	 artwork	 imagi-
neers	who	are	a	byproduct	
of	 the	 tattoo	 industry	 re-
naissance	which	is	sweep-
ing	the	country.
	 San	 Antonio	 is	 now	
home	to	more	than	50	tat-
too	shops	with	licensed	tat-
too	practitioners,	and	there	
is	no	telling	how	many	ille-
gal	 operators	 are	 working	
surreptitiously	 in	 private	
residences.
	 Most	 of	 these	 decora-
tors	 of	 the	 human	 epider-
mis	 advertise	 themselves	
as	“tattoo	artists.”
	 But	 real,	 old-school	
tattoo	 shop	 veterans	 are	
as	scarce	as	hen	teeth	and	
nearing	the	point	of	extinc-
tion.	 They	 are	 a	 proud	 lot	
of	 “tattooers”	 who	 learned	
their	 trade	 at	 the	 feet	 of	

such	 legendary	 craftsmen	
as	Corpus	Christiʼs	 Beach	
Comber	 Bill	 and	 New	
Yorkʼs	Coney	Island	Black-
ie.
	 “There	 ainʼt	 many	 of	
us	 left,”	 says	 62-year-old	
James	 (Snapper)	 Snap,	 a	
big	 redheaded	 ex-Harley	
rider	and	retired	Army	mas-
ter	sergeant	who	has	been	
a	 prominent	 face	 in	 the	
San	Antonio	tattoo	industry	
since	 he	 opened	 his	 first	
shop	in	1988	at	the	Eisen-
hauer	Road	Flea	Market.
	 Known	 for	 his	 steady	
hand	and	reliability	 in	cap-
turing	 the	 exact	 image	 a	
tattoo	 customer	may	 want	
on	his	or	her	body,	the	San	
Antonio	 craftsman	 known	
by	 hundreds	 simply	 as	
Snapper	has	been	holding	
forth	at	his	Phantasy	Tattoo	
on	Perrin	Beitel	Road	since	
1995.
	 Snapper	says	Phanta-
sy	Tattoo	is	the	oldest	con-
tinuously	 operating	 tattoo	
shop	in	San	Antonio.

	 He	 insists	 that	 tattoo-
ing	 images	 on	 the	 human	
body	is	more	craft	than	art,	
and	 he	 bemoans	 the	 lack	
of	integrity	and	profession-
alism	which	has	permeated	
the	tattoo	industry.
	 The	old	school	Farmer	
brothers	 tattooers,	 John	
and	 Norman	 of	 downtown	
Houston	Street	fame,	have	
passed	 on	 to	 the	 tattoo	
parlor	 in	 the	 sky,	 and	Sin-
gapore	 John	of	 the	Alamo	
City	 Ar-cade	 is	 no	 longer	
seen	 much	 in	 the	 down-
town	area.
	 “Charlie	 Potter	 is	 still	
tattooing,”	 Snapper	 said.	
“He	is	one	of	the	real	ones,	
a	 tattoo	 man.	 And	 that	 is	
what	 I	pride	myself	as	be-
ing.	A	tattooer,	not	a	tattoo	
artist.	 A	 tattoo	 man	 who	
has	mastered	every	aspect	
of	 the	craft,	and	a	 tattooer	
who	strives	to	give
each	 customer	 the	 quality	
of	work	ordered.”
	 Snapper	 eschews	 the	
modern	day	 tattooing	con-
cept	 of	 extra	 swirls	 and	
flourishes	which	an	 “artist”	
might	 deem	 appropriate	
while	working	on	a	client.
	 The	 Phantasy	 Tattoo	
shop	features	thousands	of	
images	and	designs,	some	
in	book	form	and	many	oth-
ers	adorning	the	walls.
	 “I	 have	 young	 guys	
who	 come	 in	 all	 the	 time	
asking	 for	 work,”	 Snapper	
said.	 “They	 tell	 me	 they	
can	 draw	 anything,	 but	
they	canʼt	accurately	repro-
duce	any	of	the	images	on	
my	wall.	Just	because	they	
can	 draw	 something	 re-
ally	good	on	paper	doesnʼt	
mean	 they	 can	 reproduce	
it	on	someoneʼs	skin.	Real	
tattooers	 are	 craftsmen	
with	 integrity.	 A	 tattoo	 is	
for	 life,	 and	 we	 view	 this	
as	 serious	 business.	 If	 a	
tattooer,	 or	 artist	 if	 you	
please,	 doesnʼt	 reproduce	
an	image	exactly	like	what	
the	customer	bought	off	the	
wall,	 then	 the	 tattooer	has	
failed.	A	potential	car	buyer	
who	walks	into	a	Chevrolet	

agency	 and	 orders	 a	Cor-
vette	damn	sure	doesnʼt	in-
tend	to	drive	out	in	a	station	
wagon.”
	 Artistic	 talent	 is	 great	
for	 a	 tattooer,	 Snapper	
says,	 but	 I	 tell	 the	 young	
guys	 that	 they	 have	 to	
learn	the	craft	before	mov-
ing	into	the	art.”
	 Custom	jobs	are	a	spe-
ciality	 at	 Phantasy	 Tattoo,	
a	large	and	squeaky-clean	
emporium	 which	 features	
the	 work	 of	 Snapper,	 his	
wife	Strawberry	(a.k.a.	Kel-
ly	Jean),	and	Enid,	Oklaho-
ma	 native	 Steve	 Cockrell,	
a	 tattoo	 master	 who	 has	
been	 with	 Snapper	 for	 15	
years.
	 “Strawberry	 does	
work	 with	 a	 definite	 femi-
nine	touch,”	Snapper	said.	
“Steve	 is	 without	 a	 doubt	
the	greatest	portrait	tattoo-
er	 in	South	Texas.	He	can	
capture	 the	 human	 face	
through	 a	 tattoo	 like	 no-
body	I	have	ever	seen.	His	
mother	 was	 a	 great	 artist,	

and	he	has	had	classic	art	
training	 which	 enhances	
his	skill	as	a	tattooer.”
	 A	 big	 car	 racing	 fan,	
Snapperʼs	wife	Strawberry	
sports	 one	 of	 Cockrellʼs	
portrait	 tattoos	 on	 the	 calf	
of	 one	 leg.	 It	 is	 a	 remark-
able	 likeness	 of	 the	 late	
and	 great	 race	 car	 driver	
Dale	Earnhardt.
	 The	portrait	tattooer	al-
most	always	works	 from	a	
photograph,	Snapper	said,	
and	he	noted	 that	 the	dog	
or	cat	lover	wanting	a	like-
ness	of	 the	pet	must	bring	
the	 best	 photos	 they	 can	
find.
	 “This	 is	 something	
I	 have	 been	 doing	 more	
and	 more	 of,”	 Snapper	
said,	 referring	 to	 custom-
ers	wanting	a	likeness	of	a	
deceased	pet.	“I	have	done	
dogs	and	kitty	cats	as	well,	
and	great	attention	to	detail	
is	required.	I	really	concen-
trate	 on	 the	 animalʼs	 eyes	
and	ears	when	doing	these	
tattoos.	 Dogs,	 especially,	

communicate	 with	 their	
eyes	and	ears.”
	 Dog	 tattoo	 customers	
of	Snapperʼs	last	month	in-
cluded	Barbara	Wolfe	 and	
Steve	Silbas,	the	man	and	
wife	team	who	own	and	op-
erate	 the	 popular	 live	mu-
sic	venue	Casbeers	at	 the	
Church.
	 Barbara	 and	 Steve	
both	 received	 Snapper	
shoulder	 tattoos	 of	 their	
beloved	mixed-breed	Max,	
a	 family	member	and	con-
stant	companion	who	died	
at	age	19.
	 Working	 from	 a	 sharp	
photograph	 of	 the	 dog,	
Snapper	 first	 made	 a	 line	
drawing	 which	 was	 ap-
proved	 by	 Silbas	 and	
Wolfe.	Then	he	transferred	
Maxʼs	image	to	their	upper	
arms,	adding	the	appropri-
ate	coloring	in	the	process.
	 The	 result--on	 both	
Wolfe	and	Silbas,	and	with	
no	 noticeable	 difference	
between	 the	 two	 tattooed	
images--is	 Max	 in	 ink	 on	
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Dean of San Antonio 
tattoo men says craft 
comes before the art

Veteran tattooer James Snap is shown with Casbeers owner Barbara Wolfe, a 
photo of Barbara’s deceased dog Max, and the stunning likeness of Max which 
now adorns Wolfe’s right shoulder. The man known by most as Snapper says 
he is frequently called upon to reproduce images of lost or deceased pets on 
the skin of their grieving owners.

Steve Cockrell is the portrait specialist at Phantasy 
Tattoos. Shop owner Snapper says there is none 
better.



his	masterʼs	and	mistressʼs	
skin,	 a	 fond	 and	 vivid	 re-
membrance	which	Barbara	
and	Steve	will	carry	for	the	
rest	of	their	natural	lives.
	 Barbara	called	the	Mex	
tattoos	fabulous.
	 A	graduate	of	Ray	High	
School	 in	 Corpus	 Christi,	
James	 Snap	 was	 drafted	
into	 the	 Army	 where	 he	
served	for	28	years	before	
retiring	 with	 the	 rank	 of	
master	sergeant.
	 “I	 started	 drawing	 as	
a	 little	 kid,”	 Snapper	 said.	
“You	 probably	 remember	
some	kid	in	the	sixth	grade	
who	 was	 always	 drawing	
on	 his	 book	 covers.	 I	was	
that	kid.	Drawing	has	been	
a	 lifetime	passion	of	mine,	
and	tattooing	has	been	my	
craft	 and	 main	 source	 of	
livelihood	 since	 I	 started	
professionally	in	1971.”
	 Snapper	 said	 he	 was	
stationed	 at	 Fort	 Bragg	 in	
North	 Carolina	 when	 he	
started	 painting	murals	 on	
vans,	 associating	 at	 the	
time	with	a	bunch	of	Harley	
riders	who	were	working	as	
tattoers.
	 “I	 got	 my	 first	 tattoo	
when	 I	 was	 17	 in	 Corpus	
Christi,”	 Snapper	 said.	 “I	
had	Texas	 tattooed	on	my	
arm	by	Beach	Comber	Bill	
down	on	Padre	Island.	The	
next	tattoo	I	got	was	by	Co-
ney	 Island	Blackie	 in	New	
York.”
	 The	 van	 illustrating	
business	soon	gave	way	to	
full	time	tattooing.
	 “One	 form	 of	 artwork	
just	 sort	 of	 leaned	 over	
into	the	next	one,”	Snapper	
said.
	 He	said	about	40	per-
cent	of	his	body	is	now	tat-
tooed,	and	that	he	has	nev-
er	regretted	a	single	one	of	
the	illustrations.
	 “Each	 tattoo	 repre-
sents	 a	 different	 stage	 of	
my	 life,”	 he	 said.	 “They	
each	 mark	 where	 I	 have	
been,	 who	 I	 have	 been	
with,	and	what	my	thought	
process	 might	 have	 been	
when	I	got	each	tattoo.”
	 When	 interviewed	 by	
Action	 some	 eight	 years	
ago,	 Snapper	 predicted	 a	
dramatic	 down	 turn	 in	 the	
tattoo	 industry	 over	 the	
next	15	or	20	years.
	 “Itʼs	got	to	happen,”	he	
said.	“As	kids	have	always	
done,	 the	 next	 generation	
will	 have	 little	 to	 do	 with	

the	 popular	 practices	 and	
customs	 of	 their	 parents.	
They	will	say,	ʻHey,	we	are	
not	going	to	get	all	tattooed	
and	pierced	up	 like	mama	
and	daddy.ʼ	And	they	wonʼt	
do	it	either.”
	 Snap	still	believes	that	
the	 tattoo	 business	 will	
someday	 revert	 back	 to	
the	way	it	was	when	he	got	
started,	but	he	is	no	longer	
certain	just	when	the	tattoo	
mania	will	begin	to	ebb.
	 “Itʼs	 a	 true	 boom,”	
Snapper	 said.	 “The	 ac-
ceptance	 of	 tattooing	 and	
tattoos	 is	 a	 phenomenon.	
Everyone	 from	 doctors	 to	
lawyers	 to	 scientists	 and	
you	name	it	are	getting	tat-
tooed.	 And	 it	 is	 now	 cool	
for	women	to	sport	tattoos.	
When	 I	 started	 out	 in	 the	
business,	 it	 was	 unheard	
of	 for	a	woman	to	walk	by	
herself	 into	 a	 tattoo	 shop.	
Now	they	walk	right	in,	and	
many	 of	 them	 bring	 their	
children	with	them.”
	 Expounding	 on	 his	
craft	 versus	 art	 theory,	
Snapper	 said	 the	 art	 part	
is	an	individual	thing	which	
isnʼt	nearly	enough	to	make	
a	really	great	tattooer.
	 “I	 consider	 tattooing	 a	
craft	 because	 you	 can	 be	
the	 greatest	 artist	 in	 the	
world,	 but	 if	 you	 donʼt	 un-
derstand	 the	 craft	 of	 tat-
tooing	you	will	be	a	failure	
when	 working	 on	 human	
skin,”	 Snapper	 said.	 “With	
this	medium,	you	have	the	
tattoo	 machine,	 and	 you	
must	know	how	to	properly	
tune	 and	 stroke	 a	 tattoo	
machine;	 you	 must	 learn	
sterilization,
and	there	are	needles	you	
must	 learn	 to	 build.	 And	
there	is	a	hell	of	a	lot	more	
to	it	as	well.”
	 Snapper	 received	 his	
Army	 discharge	 in	 Fayett-
ville,	 North	 Carolina,	 and	
before	 opening	 his	 first	
San	Antonio	tattoo	shop	at	
the	 San	Antonio	 flea	mar-
ket,	 he	 worked	 the	 major	
motorcycle	 rally	 circuit	 for	
several	years.	He	plied	his	
trade	at	such	gatherings	as	
the	 annual	 Sturgis	 South	
Dakota	 biker	 monster,	 the	
American	Motorcycle	Jam-
boree	 at	 Covaskill,	 New	
York,	and	 the	Harley	Ren-
dezvous	in	Rochester,	New	
York,	just	to	name	a	few.
	 He	 has	 tattooed	 TV	
actress	 Kelly	 Ripa,	 and	

Snapperʼs	work	adorns	the	
arms,	 legs,	 shoulders	 and	
backs	 of	 such	 noted	 rock	
stars	as	Gregg	Allman	and	
Dicky	Betts,	as	well	as	bas-
ketball	players	such	as	for-
mer	Spur	Monty	Williams.
	 Snapper	 reiterates	 on	
the	advice	he	passed	along	
through	the	pages	of	Action	
back	in	2001.
	 “We	 have	 some	 very	
nice	 tattoo	 shops	 in	 San	
Antonio,”	 Snapper	 said.	
“But,	 unfortunately,	 we	
have	a	bunch	of	really	poor	
shops	as	well.	I	would	say	
it	 is	 a	 buyer-beware	 mar-
ket.	 I	 would	 recommend	
that	 anybody	 shopping	 for	
a	tattoo	to	look	into	a	shop	
and	 use	 your	 senses.	 If	
it	 smells	 clean	 and	 looks	
clean,	 it	probably	 is	clean.	
I	 would	 also	 recommend	
that	 a	 prospective	 buyer	
not	 get	 tattooed	 in	 a	 shop	
that	does	not	have	a	qual-
ity	 and	extensive	portfolio.	
And	when	you	 look	at	pic-
tures	 of	 tattoos,	 be	 sure	
and	 ask	 the	 tattooist	 if	
those	are	his	designs.”
	 The	 Phantasy	 Tattoos	
portfolio	 includes	 more	
than	 100,000	 tattoo	 de-
signs,	 and	 Snapper	 dis-
plays	a	sign	on	his	waiting	
room	wall	which	proclaims:
	 The bitterness of 
poor quality remains 
long after the sweetness 
of the low price is forgot-
ten.
	 Snapper	 attributes	 the	
tattoo	industry	renaissance	
to	varied	factors.
	 “Tattoo	magazines	had	
a	lot	to	do	with	it,”	Snapper	
says.	 “Easy	 Rider	 put	 out	
the	first	magazine	in	1981,	
and	 now	 we	 have	 20	 or	
30	of	 them	on	 the	market.	
And	MTV	was	a	major	fac-
tor	 in	 the	 tattooing	 boom.	
Hot	 musicians	 like	 Motley	
Crue,	 Guns	 and	 Roses,	
and	the	Red	Hot	Chili	Pep-
pers	began	making	videos.	
Viewers	 saw	 that	 these	
people	were	not	only	heav-
ily	 tattooed,	 but	 they	were	
beautifully	 tattooed	 as	
well.”
	 The	 acceptance	 and	
popularity	 of	 the	 tattoo,	
Snapper	 says,	 dovetails	
perfectly	 with	 acceptance	
and	mass	popularity	of	the	
Harley-Davidson	 motorcy-
cle.	No	longer	is	the	Harley	
viewed	 with	 loathing	 and	
fear	in	a	social	class	which	

once	 looked	 askance	 at	
leathers,	 dirty	 head	 rags,	
and	 stripped-down	 Hells	
Angels	 “hogs”	 which	 the	
late	 Hunter	 Thompson	
once	described	as	 “a	dirty	
burst	 of	 thunder”	 on	 the	
L.A.	freeways.
	 Snapper	 said	 motor-
cycles	 and	 tattoos	 imme-
diately	 became	 the	 new	
yuppy	 rage	 in	 1987	 when	
Malcolm	 Forbes,	 the	 rich-
est	man	in	the	world,	rode	
a	Harley	in	downtown	Day-
tona	Beach,	Florida.
	 “Thatʼs	 exactly	 when	
the	 tattoo	 and	 the	 Har-
ley	 came	 of	 age,”	 Snap-
per	 said.	 “Forbes	 sported	
a	 head	 rag,	 a	 brand	 new	
tattoo,	 a	 leather	 vest,	 and	
Elizabeth	 Taylor	 sitting	
behind	 him	 on	 the	Harley.	
From	 that	 day	 on,	 it	 was	
cool	 for	 doctors,	 lawyers,	
and	 dentists	 to	 ride	 bikes,	
get	tattoos,	and	wear	leath-
er	vests	and	head	rags.”
	 Snapperʼs	 hulking	
frame	 and	 long	 red	 hair	
belie	 a	natural	 intelligence	
and	 innate	 business	 sur-
vival	 instinct	 which	 has	
kept	him	on	top	of	the	pile	
of	elite	tattooist	in	San	An-
tonio	and	South	Texas.
	 While	 he	 has	 been	 a	
Harley	 rider	 for	more	 than	
30	years,	James	Snap	has	
avoided	 biker	 gangs	 or	
even	 a	 personal	 member-
ship	 in	 one	 of	 the	 socially	
acceptable	 motorcycle	 or-
ganizations.
	 “I	 was	 riding	 while	 in	
the	military,”	Snapper	said.	
“I	always	felt	like	I	was	bet-
ter	 off	 avoiding	 organized	
biker	outfits.”
	 At	one	period,	Snapper	
had	 piercing	 in	 his	 shop,	
but	 he	 discontinued	 the	
practice	simply	because	he	
couldnʼt	find	a	piercer	with	
the	proper	work	ethic.
	 “I	never	found	one	who	
would	 show	 up	 for	 work	
when	he	was	supposed	to,	
and	 Iʼm	 really	 not	 sure	 if	
piercing	should	be	a	part	of	
my	industry.	I	have	nothing	
against	 it	 for	 people	 who	
dig	 that	 sort	 of	 thing,	 but	
the	punching	of	body	holes	
has	never	been	my	thing.”
	 The	 consummate	 pro,	
Snapper	welcomes	Ameri-
can	Express	cards,	and	he	
will	 be	 quick	 to	 advise	 a	
prospective	client	 if	he	fig-
ures	the	would-be	custom-
er	 is	heading	 in	 the	wrong	

direction.
	 While	Action	was	inter-
viewing	Snap	last	month,	a	

woman	 called	 and	 asked	
about	the	price	of	a	foot	tat-
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“Snapper” Cont’d on pg. 14

Call to Reserve holiday parties

Live Entertainment
by San Antonio’s Best

	 Dave	Lucke	 David	&	The	Stone	Throwers
	 Ralph	Duran	 John	Gates
	 Spot	Barnett	 Adeline	Cuesta
	 June	Parker	 Michael	Martin
	 Travis	Davis	 Wednesday	Ball
	 Brandon	Rivas	 Grammy	Winner	Jose	Alvarez
	 George	Underwood

Featured belly dancers Daniela & Veronica

Snapper’s wife Strawberry adds the feminine touch 
in tattoo work produced at Phantasy Tattoos.
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Scatter Shots

Restaurant & Saloon

Located 9 miles north of 1604 off Blanco Road  •  830-980-7121  •  www.spechts.com
Open for Dinner Wednesday through Sunday, Lunch & Dinner on Saturday & Sunday

“GATEWAY TO THE HILL COUNTRY”  LIVE MUSIC EVERY NIGHT!!

Live Music Every Night!

Every Sunday Open Mic with Mike Phelan
November

Every Wednesday: Lynn Isaacks Every Thursday M C & The Mystyx

Specht’s Store wishes you a

  HAPPY 4th of july

The Fun Place to Relax...

THE

A Real Authentic Texas Saloon

HANGIN' TREE
SALOON

Now that 
you've found
Luckenbach,

where the
heck is

Bracken!

NOVEMBER BAND SCHEDULE

Date Band Time

LOOP 1604
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NOV 4 ......MIKE AND MIKE

..............OPEN MIKE NIGHT ..... 8-12PM NC. 

THIS WILL HAPPEN EACH
WED NIGHT OF THE WEEK.

NOV 6 ......GERONIMO .....................8-1 $7

NOV 7 ......RHYTHM MAVERICKS ........9-1 $5

NOV 13 ....TWO WAY STREET .......... 8-12 $5

NOV 14 ....WHOOSITS ................2-5 PM NC

NOV 14 ....SEAN CASTILLO-HUBCAPS ..9-1 $5

NOV 20 ....CACTUS COUNTRY .......... 8-12 $7

NOV 21 ....DALE WATSON .............. 9-1 $10

NOV 27 ....BIMBO & BORDERLINE .... 8-12 $5

NOV 28 ....T. KAYE AND SWEETFIRE ....9-1 $5

01 - Mike Phelan, Open Mic
04 - Lynn Isaacks
05 - MC & The Mystyx
06 - Rusty Martin
07 - Jeff Crisler
08 - Mike Phelan, Open Mic

11 - Lynn Isaacks
12 - MC & The Mystyx
13 - Sylvia & Friends
14 - Jerry Bailey
15 - Mike Phelan, Open Mic
18 - Lynn Isaacks

19 - MC & The Mystyx
20 - MC & The Mystyx
21 - Rusty Martin
22 - Mike Phelan, Open Mic
25 - Lynn Isaacks

26 - MC & The Mystyx

27 - The Isaacks

28 - The Flyin’ A’s

29 - Mike Phelan, Open Mic

Cover man Dan

	 The	 super-snazzy	 and	
breath-taking	cover	designs	
that	Action	 has	 been	 sport-
ing	 are	 the	 work	 of	 Dan	
Cardenas	 of	 Accent	 Imag-
ing.
	 He	is	the	son	of	Accent	
Imaging	founder	Joe	Carde-
nas,	 a	 compadre	 of	 ours	
from	way	back	 in	 the	rough	
and	 hard-to-curry	 days	 in	
San	Antonio.
	 Danʼs	creation	of	Snap-
per	 the	 Tattoo	 Man	 on	 this	
issueʼs	cover	 is	a	computer	

graphics	 masterpiece	 that	
we	would	put	up	against	any	
tabloid	 design	 in	 the	 coun-
try.	And	ditto	for	his	Stefania	
cover	 and	 a	 Benny	 Harp	
blockbuster	 back	 when	 we	
started	with	full-color	covers.
	 Cardenas	covers	of	the	
future	 will	 include	 a	 credit	
line,	 as	 they	 should	 have	
from	 the	 beginning.	 Dan	
does	all	sorts	of	design	work,	
including	the	creation	of	web	
sites.	See	the	Accent	Imag-
ing	ad	in	Action	Magazine.

Death of the party

	 The	 New	 Years	 Eve	
party	as	we	once	knew	it	has	
all	but	faded	from	the	night-
club	scene	in	San	Antonio.
	 A	 select	 number	 of	
nightclubs	 are	 still	 booking	
bands	 and	 taking	 a	 finan-
cial	beating	with	lavish	New	
Years	 Eve	 blowouts,	 but	
a	 great	 number	 of	 the	 bar	
owners	 have	 hoisted	 the	
white	flag	of	surrender.
	 A	New	Years	Eve	party	
at	 a	 San	 Antonio	 nightclub	
is,	 in	most	 instances,	a	 los-
ing	 proposition	 for	 the	 bar	
owner.
	 Blame	 the	 bands	 for	

this	 sorry	 state	 of	 affairs.	
The	musicians	have	literally	
priced	 the	 traditional	 night-
club	 New	 Years	 Eve	 party	
out	of	existence	for	many	in	
the	San	Antonio	area.
	 Action	 Magazine	 has	
been	supporting	bands	and	
musicians	 for	more	 than	30	
years,	but	facts	are	facts	and	
the	truth	is	the	truth.
	 Musicians	 who	 jack	
their	 regular	 gig	 prices	 up	
by	fivefold	or	even	higher	for	
a	New	Years	Eve	party	are	
killing	the	once-popular	New	
Years	event	in	San	Antonio.	
And,	in	the	process,	they	are	

cutting	 their	 own	 throats	 by	
yearly	 increments,	 although	
most	 of	 them	 donʼt	 have	
enough	snap	to	recognize	it.
	 That	is	the	truth,	and	the	
facts	are	on	the	table	for	all	
to	 see.	 With	 each	 passing	
year,	 there	 are	 fewer	 New	
Years	 parties	 featuring	 live	
music	 than	 ever	 before	 as	
more	clubs	 resort	 to	dj	mu-
sic,	 karaoke	shows,	a	 juke-
box,	or	nothing.
	 “Iʼm	 thinking	of	shutting	
the	doors	on	New	Years	Eve	
and	 going	 to	 some	 other	
suckerʼs	 joint	 to	party,”	 said	
one	 bisto	 owner.	 “Iʼll	 be	

damned	if	Iʼm	going	to	keep	
holding	 band	 benefits	 on	
New	Years	Eve	while	 I	 lose	
my	ass	in	the	process.”
	 We	 know	 that	 there	
are	 some	 talented	 musi-
cians	 and	 bands	who	 donʼt	
make	 what	 they	 are	 worth.	
But	 thatʼs	 the	 nature	 of	 the	
beast.	We	hate	to	say	it,	but	
there	 are	 some	 bands	 out	
there	that	couldnʼt	draw	flies	
in	a	gut	yard,	and	still	others	
who	should	be	ashamed	of	
the	racket	they	make.
	 Money	 does	 talk	 and	
bullshit	 does	 walk,	 and	 the	
night	 club	 owners	 of	 San	
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12130 O’Connor Road • (210) 637-0071

OPEN 11-2 MON.-SAT. • 12-2 SUNDAYSPOOL DARTS
KARAOKEKARAOKE WEDNESDAYWEDNESDAY
BIG SCREEN TV FOR SPURS & OTHER SPORTING EVENTS

EVERY
AT 9 P.M

.-

1 A.M

NOVEMBER BANDS
(Thursday bands play from 8 p.m.  until midnight)

Host- Tony 
& Linda

website/www.TraCountry.Com • Check Us Out On Events!
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5th - Patrick Glenn 8-12

6th - Jeff Griffi th 9-1

7th - Bimbo & Borderline 9-1

12th - Patrick Glenn 8-12

13th - Burgundy 9-1

14th - Tom Teboe 9-1

19th - Patrick Glenn 8-12

20th - Meyer Anderson 9-1

21st - Bimbo & Borderline 9-1

26th - Patrick Glenn 8-12

27th - Jim Byrom 9-1

28th - Mario Flores &

           The Soda Creek Band 9-1

DAILY DRINK SPECIALS

SUNDAY .......... WELL DRINKS ...... $2.50 

MONDAY ......... JIM BEAN ................. $3 

TUESDAY ......... JACK DANIELS.......... $3

WEDNESDAY ... CROWN .................... $3

THURSDAY ...... CUERVO .................... $3

Sh

ade Tree Saloon & Grill13430 Hwy. 281 N.
Spring Branch
(830) 885-5550

www.theshadetreesaloonandgrill.com

DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS $6.25

Happy Thanksgiving!

We want to thank our customers and 
friends for another successful year!

Our live music program will resume 
in the Spring.

Antonio	 are	 the	 people	who	
have	 kept	 Action	 Magazine	
afl	oat	for	more	than	30	years.	
So	 it	shouldnʼt	 take	a	rocket	
scientist	 to	 fi	gure	 out	 what	
side	of	the	issue	we	will	take.
	 Some	 of	 the	 bigger	
clubs	 will	 continue	 on	 with	
the	 party	 practice,	 many	
of	 them	 willing	 to	 pay	 the	
jacked-up	 band	 prices	 be-
cause	 they	 believe	 their	
clientele	 expects	 it.	 But	
greed	 will	 eventually	 return	
to	 gobble	 up	 the	 greedy,	
and	 the	 galloping	 musician	
egos	who	believe	 there	will	
always	 be	 someone	 willing	

to	hand	them	a	fat	poke	will	
someday	wind	up	holding	an	
empty	sack.
	 We	 have	 preached	
for	 years	 on	 the	 wisdom	
of	 bands	 not	 drying	 up	 the	
watering	 holes	 that	 provide	
them	with	a	living.
	 Certainly,	a	band	should	
get	 some	extra	 bucks	 for	 a	
New	 Years	 party,	 but	 how	
about	 the	 nightclub	 owner	
who	pays	the	freight?	Party	
favors	 must	 be	 provided.	
Food	 and	 champagne	 are	
also	 expected.	 And	 then	
there	 are	 the	 puking	 drunk	
amateur	 night	 participants	

who	 must	 be	 dealt	 with.	
Itʼs	 hard	 for	 the	 club	 owner	
when	 a	 one-night-per-year	
party	turns	into	a	New	Years	
robbery	 without	 a	 show	 of	
weapons.
	 Not	 too	 many	 years	
ago,	our	biggest	month	was	
December,	 for	 almost	 ev-
ery	 drinkery	 in	 the	 city	was	
having	 some	 form	 of	 live	
entertainment	on	New	Years	
Eve.	Now	the	party	ads	are	
fewer	 and	 further	 between,	
and	the	day	is	coming	when	
many	 more	 nightclubs	 will	
just	close	their	doors	on	New	
Years	Eve.

	 When	this	black	day	ar-
rives,	 the	 bands	 can	 rent	 a	
cow	pasture	and	 throw	one	
big	 New	 Years	 Eve	 benefi	t	
for	 themselves.	 They	 can	
pay	for	the	tent	(if	the	weath-
er	 is	bad),	 they	can	pay	 for	
the	food,	they	can	buy	party	
favors,	they	can	foot	the	bill	
for	 champagne	 and	 pots	 of	
blackeyed	 peas,	 and	 they	
can	 clean	 up	 after	 all	 the	
drunks	 when	 the	 gala	 is	 fi	-
nally	over	and	done	with.
	 And	 when	 only	 a	 few	
show	up	to	pay	an	exhorbi-
tant	gate	fee	they	will	be	sure	
to	assess,	the	musicians	can	

go	home	and	look	at	the	real	
reason	for	the	death	of	New	
Years	Eve	in	San	Antonio.
	 It	 will	 be	 looking	 back	
at	them	from	their	bathroom	
mirrors.

Flaco and Max

	 As	Tony	Talanco	and	 is	
Texas	 Pride	 Barbeque	 staff	
prepare	 for	 the	 holiday	 ca-
tering	 season,	 there	 is	 still	
plenty	of	live	music	at	the	big	
semi-outdoor	venue.
	 It	 will	 be	 a	 Tex-Mex	
doubleheader	on	Nov.	7	with	
a	twin	bill	featuring	Flaco	Ji-

menez	and	Max	Baca.

Newspaper blahs

	 Getting	a	live	person	at	
the	 Express	 and	 News	 to	
take	 complaints	 of	 wet	 or	
non-delivered	 newspapers	
is	a	daunting	task.
	 While	 the	 caller	 waits	
on	hold	for	what	seems	like	
an	 eternity,	 the	 inconve-
nience	 is	 compounded	 by	
the	squeaky	recorded	voice	
of	 Jeanne	Jakle	 touting	her	
twiceweekly	pulp	fi	ction	col-

“Scatter Shots” Cont’d on pg. 14
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BROOKS PUB BROOKS PUB 
3354 Lasses • 333-6992 • www.brookspub.biz

Brooks Pub 
wishes everyone 
a wonderful ‘09.

JANUARY BANDS
Fri. 9th - Texas Radio
Sat. 10th - TBA*
Fri.  16th - Spitfire
Sat. 17th - TBA*

Fri.  23rd - Mad Wagon
Sat. 24th - Iron 60
Fri.  30th - Prototype
Sat. 31st - TBA*

3354 Lasses • 333-6992 
www.Brookspub.biz

Check us out@www.Brookspub.biz
or visit us @www.myspace.com/brookspubsa

Southeast Side’s popular Hotspot

Experience Sports on our High Definition TV’s

CChheecckk   OOuutt   OOuurr   DDrr iinnkk  SSppeecc iiaall ss   FFoorr   JJaannuuaarryy!!

TBA* - Call or come by to see what’s on schedule.
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BB RR OO AA DD WWAAYY AA MM UU SS EE MM EE NN TT SS
Broadway Joe Gonzales

(210) 344-9672, also 1-800-754-6782

Don’t Lose
CUSTOMERS

Get an ATM Now!
We install ATMs at no charge to 

club or bar owners.

Internet Juke Boxes  and ATMs
NOW AVAILABLE-

An appointed distributor for WRG Services, Inc., 
a registered ISO of Palm Desert National Bank

ALSO-
VALLEY POOL TABLES,
ELECTRONIC DARTS
CD JUKES BOXES

PLUS PARTY RENTALS &
DJ AVAILABLE

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

In memory of

Mitch Mitchell
(Drummer for Jimi Hendrix)

7-9-47
11-12-08

Broadway Joe Gonzales
210-344-9672

NEW
LOCATION

      

Visit  our  website at  www.casbeersatthechurch.com

FULL BAR W/ DRAFT BEERBEAUTIFUL PATIOEXPANDED MENU WITHOUR FAMOUS ENCHILADASAND BURGERSLIVE MUSIC WITH NOCOVER IN THE CAFECONCERTS WITH NAMEARTISTS IN A THEATRESETTING IN THE CHURCH
AAT THE CHURCHT THE CHURCH

CC AA FF EE   AA NN DD   CC OO NN CC EE RR TT SS
1150 SOUTH ALAMO • SAN ANTONIO, TX 78210

210-271-7791
Try Our Famous ‘TruckStop’ Enchiladas, Steaks,Nachos and More!!!

Live Music in November
11/3 - Michael Martin, 8-11 p.
11/4 - Hank Harrison Trio, 8-11 p.m.
11/6 - First Friday SAPD, 6-9 p.m.; Tish Hinojosa and Max Baca, 9 p.m.-12 a.m.
11/7 - Ginger Leigh, Shelly King, and Wendy Colonna
11/8 - Gospel brunch, noon-3 p.m.
11/10 - Bett Butler and Joel Dilley, 8-11 p.m.
11/11 - Casbeers Campfire with Butch Morgan, 8-11 p.m.
11/12 - Brother Dave’s open mic, 8-11 p.m.
11/13 - Doug Sahm tribute with Barbara and Steve 10th anniversary
             (marriage and ownership of Casbeers)
11/14 - Ray Wylie Hubbard, 9 p.m.-12 a.m.
11/15 - Tom Russell, 8-11 p.m.
11/17 - Open mic, hosted by Glenn Allen and Kim MacKenzie, 8-11 p.m.
11/18 - Mitch Webb Trio, 8-11 p.m.
11/19 - Brother Dave’s open mic, 8-11 p.m. in cafe; Songwriter circle
             hosted by Lisa Morales with Waylon Payne, Troy Campbell,
             and Graham Weber, 9 p.m. in the church.
11/20 - Caroline Herring, 9 p.m.-12 a.m.
11/21 - KSYM alternative to hunger benefit, 6 p.m.-12 a.m.
11/24 - Ruben V, 8-11 p.m.
11/25 - Coyote Dreams, 9 p.m.-12 a.m.
11/26 - Closed for Thanksgiving
11/28 - Slaid Cleaves, 9 p.m.-12 a.m.

15th ANNUAL SCORPIO BIRTHDAY
POUR HOUSE CLUB

4750 SEGUIN ROAD, S.A., TX
210-661-8082

Sun. COOL CHANGE     -     KARAOKE
Jam on THURS. STILL HAPPENING!

MIKE CLANCEY, WILL GAGE, ROBERTO WITH SEEL 
SAUCE & URBANO • ROTATING HOSTS FOR YOUR MUSIC 

ENJOYMENT! *CHECK IT OUT • BRENDA’S BIRTHDAY 
DINNER THE 19TH WITH 1.50 SPEC. 8 TO 10 • OPEN 

THANKSGIVING 4PM $1 SPEC. 1HR.

SCORPIO *BIRTHDAY BASH WITH TEXAS RADIO 27TH
DOOR PRIZES • SPECIALS • AND MORE! *NOV. BABIES!

FOOTBALL

SPECIALS

DIESEL 6th,  ZOOMSDAY 7th & MORE! CALL!
STEP ASIDE BLUES 13th 

Bands cancel and change dates! Call first!

SNACKS!BBQ OFTEN

TAKECOVER NOW *FOURCOUNT ON THE 20TH

CHECK OUT OUR 
AWESOME SPECIALS

Tuesday - $2.00 Mexican Beer & $3.00 Margaritas
Wednesday - $2.00 Jack Daniels & Weller

Thursday - Tuaca $2.50 - Jaeger $3.00 Well Schnapps $1.00

Monday Madness - “You Call It” Blasters - $4.00

NOVEMBER
Live Music

9:30pm - 1:30am

Fridays
11/06 Red Sauce Rules
11/13 4-Count
11/20 Derringer
11/27 Jukebox 40

Saturdays
11/07 Chris Bell - Blues
11/14 Automatic Red
11/21 Mike Lord 3
11/28 Jukebox 40

NEVER A COVER
CHARGE

MONDAY NIGHT FOOTBALL
on 6 flat screen TVs

with $4 “YOU CALL ‘EM” BLASTERS

EVERY DAY IS S.I.N. DAY at FIASCO
15% industry discount

(Excluding specials & Fri-Sat 7pm-2am)

TUESDAY’S - LIVE TRIVIA - 7:30 PM
KARAOKE - 9:30 PM

Every THURSDAY & SUNDAY
FREE TEXAS HOLD’EM

Thur 7:00 PM & 10:00 PM Sun 4:00 PM & 7:00 PM

THANKSGIVING DINNER at FIASCO
Join us for a turkey feast on Thursday, Nov. 

26th, Doors open at 4:00 PM
Serving from 5:00 PM until it’s gone.
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Herb's Hat Shop
Gift Certificate & Gift Items

WESTERN OR SNAP BRIM
DRESS HATS

ALL BRANDS & COLORS
FELTS & STRAWS

CAPS

Complete Sales & Service
Cleaning & Blocking•New Leather, Ribbon
Lining & Feather•Brushing & Reshaping

Brim Cutting•Pencil Rolls
Boot Shoe Repair Shop

Half Soles•Heels•Ladies Heel Taps
Patching•New Welts

Change Type of Heel Base
Boots & Shoe Care Products

Shoe Laces•Shoe Cremes•All Colors•All Types
Cleaners • Dyes • Heel Taps

4922 Rigsby   648-9242
9 a.m. til 6 p.m.

Tuesday thru Saturday

3428 ROOSEVELT  •  210 922-0957

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 12 - 2
FREE POOL ON SUNDAY ALL DAY

DARTS, POOL, FOOZBALL
HAPPY HOUR 12 - 7, DRINK SPECIALS

NOVEMBER BANDS (No Cover Charge)

Fri. 6th ........................................ Bimbo & Borderline
Sat. 7th ...................................................................D.J.
Fri. 13th ........................................Texas Scratch Band
Sat. 14th ........................................................ Incoming
Fri. 20th .......................................................Stage One
Sat. 21st .............................................................(TBA)
Fri. 27th .......................................................Stage One
Sat. 28th .............................................................(TBA)
Thanksgiving - TBA

SALLY’S

	 Comfort	 resident	 Rex	
Foster	might	have	formed	
the	 first	 recognized	 acid	
rock	band	in	Texas,	but	his	
attachment	 to	 the	 Texas	
Hill	Country	will	forever	be	
evident	in	his	music.
	 His	 newly-released	
CD,	 a	 record	 produced	
by	 longtime	 friend	 Peter	
Rowan,	 is	 a	 record	 titled	
That Extra Mile,	 and	with	
tunes	like	Kendalia Moon-
rise,	 the	 Texas	 listener	
knows	 immediately	 that	
Foster	 isnʼt	 getting	 far	
from	his	roots.
	 “We	will	be	touring	Eu-
rope	with	 this	 one	 soon,”	
Foster	 said	 last	 month.	
“And	with	 the	music	 tour,	
I	 will	 be	 showing	 a	 lot	 of	
bone	 jewelry	 and,	 hope-
fully,	selling	some	of	 it	as	
well.”
	 As	 he	 has	 done	 with	
other	 recordings,	Fosterʼs	
CD	 concentrates	 on	
loves,	losses,	a	fair	share	
of	pain,	and	always	some	
recovery.
	 His	 writing	 and	 sing-
ing	 is	 akin	 to	 the	Townes	
Van	 Zandt/Steve	 Earl	
brand	 of	 social	 issue	 po-
etry	 put	 to	 guitar	 backup,	
and	Foster	is	candid	when	
he	laments	the	fact	that	he	
hasnʼt	 exactly	 scorched	

the	music	 charts	 with	 his	
recordings.
	 He	has	remained	true	
to	 himself	 and	 his	 fans,	
however,	and	the	encour-
agement	he	has	 received	
from	some	of	the	best	fel-
low	musicians	in	the	coun-
try	has	been	uplifting	if	not	
financially	stimulating.
	 Steve	 Earle	 called	
Foster	 his	 hero.	 The	 late	
Townes	Van	Zandt	 called	
Foster	 “a	 kindred	 spirit.”	
And	 on	 Fosterʼs	 relative	
lack	 of	 exposure	 on	 the	
world	 music	 market,	 Billy	
Joe	 Shaver	 said,	 “Expo-
sure?	 You	 can	 die	 from	
that,	right!”
	 A	 songwriter	 since	
1965,	and	a	bone	 jewelry	
artist	who	is	known	around	
the	world	for	his	bracelets,	
buckles,	 necklaces,	 and	
hatbands,	Rex	Foster	has	
always	 been	 a	 self-made	
musician	 and	 artist	 who	
marches	to	his	own	drum	
beat.
	 He	records	on	his	own	
label,	 Agarita	 Records,	
and	it	is	interesting	to	note	
some	of	the	life	influences	
Foster	lists	on	his	website.
	 Readers	might	 identi-
fy	with	influences	such	as	
Albert	Einstein,	Carl	Jung,	
Mahatma	 Gandhi,	 and	

even	Paramahansa	Yoga-
nanda.	 But	 only	 a	 select	
few	 might	 recognize	 the	
names	 of	 Bill	Wilson	 and	
Dr.	Bob	Smith.
	 Although	Carl	Jung	is	
known	 worldwide	 for	 his	
his	 founding	 of	 analyti-
cal	psychology,	he	is	also	
the	 first	 deep	 thinker	 to	
suggest	 that	 there	 might	
be	 a	 spiritual	 remedy	 for	
chronic	 alcoholism.	 And	
Bill	Wilson	and	Bob	Smith	
are	the	two	exdrunks	who	
founded	Alcoholics	Anon-
ymous	in	1935.
	 When	 Foster	 alludes	
to	 “Godʼs	 grace”	 in	 his	
writings,	 he	 is	 generally	
referring	 to	 personal	 de-
mons	he	 long	ago	 left	 by	
the	wayside.
	 Rex	 really	 is	 a	
musicianʼs	 musician,	 and	
one	 of	 his	 favorite	 yarns	
deals	with	Bob	Dylan	pull-
ing	into	a	onehorse	record	
store	in	San	Antonio	on	a	
Sunday	morning	 to	buy	a	
copy	of	the	Rex	Foster	CD	
Artist.
	 Dylan	 had	 heard	
about	 one	 cut	 on	 the	 al-
bum	 titled	 Thinkinʼ ʻBout 
Bob Dylan.
	 Rex	relates	that	Dylan	
had	the	store	manager	not	
only	 sell	 him	 a	 copy,	 but	

also	record	that	song	and	
the	 last	 song,	 Freedom,	
on	 a	 cassette	 because	
Neil	 Youngʼs	 bus	 that	
Dylan	 was	 using	 didnʼt	
have	a	CD	player.
	 Foster	said,	“Then	he	
went	down	the	Texs	high-
way	 into	 the	 universe	 of	
Bob.”
	 When	 Foster	 aban-
doned	 his	 “acid	 rock”	
group	Rachaelʼs Children	
to	 head	 west,	 he	 toured	
with	 the	 Medicine	 Ball	
Caravan,	 andperformed	
on	stages	with	the	likes	of	
Van	Morrison,	Joni	Mitch-
ell,	 B.B.	 King,	 Faces	 and	
numerous	others.
	 Fosterʼs	 Rachelʼs 
Children	 and	 other	 psy-
chedelic	 family	 bands	
were	 rocking	 Texas	 in	
1966	 and	 1967,	 and	 the	
practice	 of	 dropping	 acid	
on	stage	and	in	plain	view	
of	 the	 world	 was	 a	 com-
mon	 occurence	 until	 the	
federal	hammer	fell.
	 “When	 the	 govern-
ment	 made	 LSD	 an	 ille-
gal	 controlled	 substance,	
my	 band	 broke	 up	 and	
the	 musicians	 scattered	
like	 a	 flock	 of	 panicked	
chickens,”	 Foster	 once	
laughed.	 “And	 there	were	
a	 bunch	 of	 other	 bands	

that	went	the	same	way.”
	 Foster	 marked	 his	
new	record	release	with	a	
show	 last	 month	 at	 Cas-
beers,	 and	 longtime	 bud-
dy	and	 lead	guitarist	Em-
mett	 Smith	 was	 backing	
him	up.
	 Smith	 is	 on	 the	 new	

record	along	with	produc-
er	 Rowan,	 Cindy	 Cash-
doller,	 drummers	 Paul	
Pearcy	 and	 Jeff	 Hogan,	
bass	players	Bryn	Davies	
Bright	 and	 Dave	 Heath,	
Jeff	 Gilkinson	 on	 cello,	
and	 Caroline	 Herring	 on	
backup	vocals.

Rex Foster releases Rowan-produced record

Rex Foster



too.
	 “You	 donʼt	 want	 a	 tat-
too	on	your	foot,”	Snapper	
told	 the	 woman.	 “I	 would	
never	recommend	a	foot	or	
a	 hand	 tattoo.	A	 tattoo	 on	
the	hand	or	 foot	will	never	
hold	up,	will	never	maintain	
its	 color.	 If	 you	 will	 come	

into	the	studio,	I	will	explain	
the	exfoliation	problem	with	
a	foot	tattoo.”
	 Exfoliation?
	 We	asked	for	an	expla-
nation.
	 “Your	 entire	 body	 ex-
foliates,”	Snapper	grinned.	
“That	means	that	it	sheds	a	
certain	amount	of	skin.	But	
the	 exfoliation	 process	 is	

651-4541

HOURS:
Noon-2 am

7 Days a Week

4810
E. FM 1518 N.

Selma, TX
1/4 mi. east of

IH 35
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“Scatter Shots”
Cont’d from pg. 11

16” x 20” & 12” x 16”  Color Reproductions

The world famous painting “Dos Amigos” created in the mid 70’s by renowned 
western artist Clinton Baermann. Few remain of the 16”X20” size priced at $75.00 
plus $15 shipping & handling - Framed at $125 to $195 (plus tax). Also available is 

the 12” X 16” color reproduction at $45.00 plus $10 shipping & handling. 
Credit cards accepted
Accent Imaging

10930 Wye Street #101 • San Antonio, TX 78217    
(210) 654-9555 • (888) 824-7225 • www.accentsa.com

Limited Amount Remaining

“Snapper” Cont’d from pg. 7

655-6367

• FREE BUFFET EACH FRIDAY • FREE HOT DOGS EVERY DAY 
• NEWS AND SPORTS TICKER   • CABLE TV * DARTS AND FREE POOL

Pro Jam Every Thursday
Hosted by Bobby Beal • Starts 9:30 PM

Home of the longest-running
Jamfest in San Antonio.

Hosted at 9:30 p.m. every Friday and Sunday
by Mike Ellis and Jackie Huddle of the Fabulous Funtones.

KARAOKE EVERY SATURDAY
8-12 P.M.

Corner of Perrin-Beitel and Thousand Oaks
OPEN AT 7 A.M.

Make My Day Lounge

umn.
	 Jakleʼs	 “hisses”	 and	
“kisses”	 celebrity	 slop	 is	
enough	 to	 make	 a	 turkey	
buzzard	puke.

Death penalty

	 Was	 it	 Clarence	 Dar-
row	 who	 said,	 “Better	 to	
have	 tenthousand	 murder-
ers	walking	the	streets	than	
to	have	one	innocent	man	in	
the	electric	chair.”
	 This,	of	course,	is	a	hy-
pothetical	 exaggeration,	but	
former	Governor	Mark	White	
may	 be	 only	 one	 of	 many	
new	voices	calling	for	an	end	
to	the	death	penalty.
	 White	was	a	Texas	gov-
ernor	when	19	men	were	ex-
ecuted,	and	he	 is	now	sug-
gesting	 that	 the	practice	be	
stopped.
	 He	 says	 too	 many	 in-
nocent	people	are	being	ex-
ecuted	 in	Texas.	White,	 like	
many	 others,	 wants	 to	 see	
the	 death	 penalty	 replaced	
with	life	without	parole.
	 The	 eyes	 of	 the	 world	
were	again	turned	on	Texas	
and	our	active	death	house	

when	 it	 was	 learned	 that	
Gov.	 Rick	 Perry	 refused	 a	
stay	of	execution	 for	a	man	
who,	 in	 fact,	 could	 have	
been	 innocent	 of	 the	 mur-
ders	 he	 was	 convicted	 of	
committing.
	 Todd	 Willingham	 was	
convicted	 and	 executed	 for	
starting	 a	 house	 fire	 that	
killed	his	three	children.	Per-
ry	 denied	Willingham	 a	 30-
day	stay	after	 an	arson	ex-
pert	 raised	 questions	 about	
the	house	fire	that	killed	the	
kids.
	 We	donʼt	know	for	sure	
whether	 Willingham	 was	
guilty	or	 innocent,	but	 there	
is	one	thing	we	can	be	sure	
of.
	 Itʼs	time	to	get	Perry	out	
of	the	governorʼs	mansion.

Pipe Creek Junction

	 Numerous	San	Antonio	
nightclub	people	will	remem-
ber	Don	Lee,	who	managed	
the	 Razzle	 Dazzle	 Club	 on	
Austin	 Highway,	 as	 well	 as	
night	 spots	 in	 Dallas	 and	
Houston.
	 With	 wife	 Ginger,	 Don	
owned	 and	 operated	 the	
Pipe	Creek	Junction	restau-

rant	in	Pipe	Creek	from	1986	
until	his	death	on	August	20,	
2008.
	 Now	 Ginger	 and	 her	
kids	 are	 carrying	 on	 the	
tradition	 of	 fine	 American	
food	 at	 Pipe	 Creek	 Junc-
tion	(see	ad	in	this	monthʼs	
issue	of	Action).
	 “Iʼve	 got	 the	 family	
involved,”	 Ginger	 said.	 “I	
believe	 thatʼs	 what	 Don	
would	have	wanted.”
	 Working	 with	 Ginger	
in	 the	 restaurant	 opera-
tion	 are	 daughter	 Alissa	
Lee,	 son	 Brandon	 Lee,	
Brandonʼs	 wife	 Heather	
Lee,	 and	 Cindy	 Dever,	
soon	 to	 be	 wife	 of	 Nick	
Lee,	 the	 other	 Lee	 son	
who	 now	 works	 with	 the	
Cavendar	 auto	 people	 in	
Boerne.
	 “All	 or	 our	 food	 is	
prepared	 fresh	 and	 from	
scratch,”	Ginger	Lee	says.	
“And	 we	 are	 now	 taking	
orders	for	holiday	pies	and	
cobblers,	 specialty	 of	 the	
restaurant.”

Waste of ink

	 The	 Express-News	
continues	 to	 waste	 both	
ink	 and	 reading	 space	
on	 truck	 driver	 Patrick	
Greene,	a	61-yearold	self-
professed	 atheist	 who	
gets	 his	 jollies	 suing	 San	
Antonio	 mayors	 for	 their	
use	 of	 the	 word	 “God”	 in	
the	Pledge	of	Allegiance.
	 Greene	is	just	another	
one	of	 those	 faceless	no-
bodies	 hungering	 for	 at-
tention.	 His	 lawsuits	 will	
amount	to	nothing,	and	the	
newspaper	 would	 do	 well	
to	completely	ignore	him.

much	greater	on	a	hand	or	
a	foot.	A	tattoo,	 like	I	said,	
is	for	life,	and	I	will	not	put	
one	 on	 a	 customer	 that	
wonʼt	 hold	 up	 for	 the	 long	
haul.”
	 So	 there	 are	 “tattoo	
artists,”	 and	 there	 is	 the	
“tattoo	man.”
	 Snapper	 is	 a	 tattoo	
man	from	the	old	school.
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the trap • 533-3060
4711 PECAN VALLEY • I.D. REQUIRED

“A Rock-n-Roll Tradition Since 1975”

VISA, MASTER CHARGE, AMERICAN EXPRESS, CASH

The Trap Blog–http://caughtinthetrap.blogspot.com/

LIVE IN NOVEMBER

OH YEAH!!

First you remove anything covering her beautiful body! 
Then you rub her down with a little oil! Don’t let that 
string bother you, just pull it out! Use a couple of fingers 
to see if she’s ready! Now shove it in!!! And that’s how 
you stuff your turkey hen.

Then cook for 20 minutes per pound at 3500.

Happy Thanksgiving

-The Trap

Frankly Speaking:

www.myspace.com/thetraprocks

6th - Iron 60
7th - DV8
13th - Spitfire
14th - Stamina

20th - Iron 60
21st - Spitfire
27th - Rozy Welz
28th - Evolution

ACCENT PUBLISHING - ASK FOR JOE
10930 Wye Street #101 • San Antonio, TX 78217

210-654-9555 • www.accentsa.com

GRAPHIC DESIGN • WEB DESIGN
 fine PRINTING

Great 
Internet Jukebox

Live Music 
On Weekends 
Never A Cover 

Hours: 

BAR HOURS:  
Sun. - Fri. 11am- Midnight

Sat. 11am - 1am

KITCHEN OPEN 

Mondays thru Thursdays 
1 1 a.m. - 9 p.m. 

Fridays and Saturdays 
11 a.m. - 10 p.m. 

Sundays • 11 a.m. - 9 p.m. 

Hill Country Fun 
W ell W orth 

The Short Run 

Hwy 46

1604

28
1 

N.

14
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ile
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2 mi X 
TEXAS 

46 

(830) 885-4605 

Big Dance Floor
Game Room
Dominoes

Horseshoes
Pool 

Electronic Darts

Tuesdays, 6 & 9 p.m.,
Free Texas Hold-em tournaments

Thursdays, Free C&W Dance Lessons
Sundays, 6 p.m., Pool tournaments

Bring in this ad for 
$1 off any burger or 

sandwich limit 6.
exp. 12/1/09

NOVEMBER 2009

FRIDAYS 7:30-11:30 p.m.

6.................................. Emmerson Biggins
13.............. Slim Roberts & Texas Weather
20.................................. Lone Star Pickerz
27................................. Kathy Bauer Band

SATURDAYS 8:00-12:30 p.m.

7................................................. 800 Miles
14.............................................Rusty Nails
21.......................................... 2 Way Street
28.................................... CALL FOR INFO

Wed. 25th .................................. 800 Miles
CLOSED - THANKSGIVING DAY

HAPPY THANKSGIVING FROM TX46




