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Southeast Side’s popular Hotspot

Thursday - 30th Cindy’s Birthday Party!!
Tomans 2:30-6:30/Prototype 9:30-1:30

Come Celebrate with Cindy!
Sunday 19th - Christmas Party 4-?

Happy Holidays from Cindy B, Jaz, Cin-
dy M, Tiff, Karen, Bubba, Rob & Linda

Brooks Pub Now Has WiFi
Available for our customers

Fri. 3rd - Flipside
Sat. 4th - Iron 60
Fri. 10th - Texas Radio
Sat. 11th - 4-Count
Fri. 17th - Prototype

Sat. 18th - Spitfire
Sun. 19th - Christmas Party
Fri & Sat/24-25th - Touch Tune Fest
   Tomans 2:30-6:30/Prototype 9:30-1:30
Fri. 31st - Happy New Years

closed at 7pm

NFL SUNDAY TICKET
and

NBA  LEAGUE PASS

9200 Broadway
(3/4 Mile North of Loop 410)

822-3075
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 11;30 - 2:00

Sun. 12:00 - 2:00

PAPA’S

�

T.V.’s

Golden Tee

Steel Darts

H.D.Big Screen
TV

Will Sponsor 
Pool and Dart 

Teams

Great Drinks - Great Fun!!! 

Grill Hours Monday thru Friday
11:30 a.m. -2:00 p.m. • 6:30 p.m. -10:00 p.m.

HHAAPPPPYY  HHOOUURR  1111::3300  aa ..mm..   --   77   pp ..mm..

Daily Drink Specials
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Mega Touch (2009)

Great Internet Jukebox

Join us New Year’s Eve
Karaoke – Party Favors

Champagne – Black Eyed Peas & More!
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Spurs rolling, and who in hell is Gary Neal?
By Jacques E. Strap
Action sports analyst

	 Gary	 Neal?	 Who	 in	
the	hell	is	Gary	Neal?
	 They	 asked	 that	
question	 once	 about	
Bruce	Bowen.
	 And	Manu	Ginobili.
	 And	 a	 pint-sized	 re-
ject	 by	 the	name	of	Av-
ery	Johnson.
	 With	Manu,	Tim,	and	
Tony	 hitting	 on	 all	 cyl-
inders,	 and	 the	 Spurs	
running	 wilder	 than	 the	
Northern	Lights	and	wa-
ter	 over	 flat	 ground,	 up	
pops	 an	 undrafted	 rook-
ie	 by	 the	 name	 of	 Gary	
Neal.
	 Keep	 that	 name	 on	
your	 mental	 big	 screen,	
Spurs	 fans.	 Gary	 Neal.	
Another	small	part	of	the	
Popovich	 puzzle,	 and	
another	good	 reason	 for	
unbelievable	optimism.
	 At	this	early	stage	of	
the	 season,	 the	 Spurs	
could	hardly	look	better.
	 Tiago	 Splitter,	 the	
6-11	center	from	Brazil	is	

developing	fast	after	pre-
season	 injuries.	 He	 will	
get	 better,	 sports	 fans.	
Much	better	 as	 the	 sea-
son	progresses.
	 DeJuan	 Blair	 is	 a	
tough	 rebounder.	But	he	
is	 an	 undersized	 center	
without	much	more	 than	
put-back	 abilities.	 So	
look	for	Splitter	to	replace	
him	in	the	starting	lineup	
before	long.	But	Blair	will	
be	 around	 to	 contribute	
big	in	most	games.
	 Tim	Duncan	looks	as	
spry	as	he	has	looked	in	
several	 years,	 and	 the	
magic	of	Manu	Ginobili	is	
probably	the	biggest	sin-
gle	reason	that	the	Spurs	
are	 leading	 the	 NBA	 in	
wins	at	 this	stage	of	 the	
game.
	 The	 whirling	 dervish	
from	Argentina	 is	 at	 the	
apex	 of	 his	 game,	 and	
Tim	has	 that	old	 “kill	 the	
Lakers”	look	in	his	eye.
	 And	 Tony	 Parker?	
The	 talented	 water	 bug	
from	 France	 is	 scor-
ing	 right	 behind	 Gino-

bili,	 showing	no	signs	of	
a	 mental	 letdown	 after	
bustinʼ	 up	 with	 TV	 star	
wife	 Eva	 Longoria	 Park-
er.
	 If	 Tonyʼs	 inability	 to	
keep	 his	 tallywhacker	
in	his	britches	is	hurting	
his	game	in	any	fashion,	
it	certainly	isnʼt	showing	
in	the	scoring	column.
	 He	 is	 probably	 the	
best	 point	 guard	 in	 the	
NBA,	 and	 his	 decision	
making	 on	 the	 floor	 is	
showing	it.
	 We	 will	 get	 to	 Gary	
Neal	in	a	few	more	para-
graphs,	but	first	I	want	to	
review	 other	 key	 mem-
bers	of	the	team.
	 Richard	 Jefferson	
has	 finally	 arrived.	 He	
has	 become	 the	 R.J.	
that	 Spurs	 owner	 Peter	
Holt	 wanted	 when	 he	
signed	Jefferson	 for	big	
bucks	last	year.
	 The	new	Spurs	 Jef-
ferson	 is	 the	same	R.J.	
who	 was	 slam-dunking	
lobs	 that	 Jason	 Kidd	
was	 throwing	 up	 when	

both	of	the	players	were	
at	New	Jersey.
	 Jefferson	 is	 clearly	
ready	 for	 a	 serious	 run	
at	another	NBA	title.
	 And	 there	 are	 still	
other	 diamonds	 in	 the	
San	Antonio	rough.
	 Donʼt	 look	 now,	 but	
Matt	 Bonner	 is	 either	
number-one	or	number-
two	 among	 all	 3-point	
bombers	 in	 the	 NBA.	
The	 Red	 Rocket	 can	
spread	 the	 floor	 like	 no	
other,	and	his	menacing	
presence	 opens	 up	 the	
lanes	 for	 devastating	
drives	 by	 Parker,	 Gino-
bili,	and	George	Hill.
	 Ah,	 yes.	 George	
Hill.	And	in	only	his	third	
year,	hasnʼt	Hill	exceed-
ed	 even	 coach	 Gregg	
Popovichʼs	 wildest	 ex-
pectations?
	 Humility	 and	 a	 griz-
zled	 veteranʼs	 experi-
ence	 characterize	 An-
tonio	McDyess.	The	old	
hoss	 still	 has	 plenty	 of	
spring	 in	 his	 legs,	 and	
he	knows	how	to	win	 in	

the	clutch.
	 This	is	Antonioʼs	last	
season	 in	 pro	 basket-
ball,	 and	 he	 wants	 to	
stay	as	fresh	as	possible	
as	the	team	approaches	
the	playoffs.
	 Look	 for	 this	 added	
big	man	to	perform	well	
as	needed.
	 Now	 about	 Gary	
Neal.
	 This	perimeter	shoot-
er	 looks	 like	 the	 real	
product,	 an	 undrafted	
bonus	 who	 works	 with	
the	unfrazzled	nerve	of	a	
new	age	Ice	Man.
	 Popovich	 signed	
Neal	with	no	fanfare,	and	
now	behold	what	is	hap-
pening.
	 He	 may	 well	 be	 the	
smoothest	 pure	 shooter	
to	 pull	 on	 a	 silver	 and	
black	jersey.	The	form	is	
near	flawless.
	 The	new	guy	is	hitting	
3-point	bombs	with	unerr-
ing	accuracy	and	consis-
tency.	He	 has	 a	 running	
floater	 which	 pops	 the	
net	in	Parkeresque	style,	

and	he	hasnʼt	choked	un-
der	pressure	yet.
	 With	 time	 running	
down	 to	 zero,	 Neal	 hit	
three	 consecutive	 free	
throws	to	put	the	San	An-
tonio-Minnesota	 game	
into	 overtime	 which	 re-
sulted	 in	 another	 Spurs	
win.
	 But	 here	 is	 the	 big	
news.
	 Gary	 Neal	 is	 also	 a	
defender.	He	might	even	
be	 a	 great	 one.	And	 all	
of	this	should	be	enough	
to	 answer	 the	 question:	
Who	is	Gary	Neal?
	 Gary	 Neal	 is	 some-
one	who	might	help	 the	
Spurs	 to	 another	 NBA	
championship.	 He	 has	
the	physical	tools	and	an	
unselfish	 attitude	 which	
coach	 Gregg	 Popovich	
loves.	 Gary	 Neal	 is	 an-
other	Spurs	steal,	and	a	
player	the	team	will	need	
when	 the	 going	 gets	
tight.
	 This	 season	 prom-
ises	to	be	a	good	one	for	
San	Antonio.
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210 212-7638
saroselive.com

Great Show!
Great Value!

“Christmas Show
Tickets Available Now!”

H  I  S  T  O  R  I  C

*call for show con�rmation

Every
SHOWTIMES

Friday, Saturday
Sunday and Monday

...7:30pm
...2pmSaturday Matinee

*

CHECK OUT OUR 
AWESOME DAILY SPECIALS

DECEMBER
Live Music

9:30pm - 1:30am

Fridays
12/03 Derringer
12/10 Loose Change
12/17 Rusty Cofield
12/24 Jukebox 40

Saturdays
12/04 4-20 Band
12/11 The Leftovers
12/18 Iron 60

Sat. 12/25
Christmas Feast

Turkey w/All the Trimmin’s
Open at 4pm - Serving at 5pm

Fri. 12/31
New Year’s Eve Party

w/Iron 60

NEVER A
COVER CHARGE

Monday Madness - $4.00 “You Call It” Blasters
& Domestic longnecks - $1.75 day/$2.25 night

Tuesday - $2.00 Mex Beer - $3.00 Marg - $3.00 Crown
Wednesday - $2.00 Jack Daniels & Weller

Thursday - Tuaca $2.50 - Jaeger $3.00 & Well Schnapps $1.00

SPORTS! SPORTS! SPORTS! 
on 6 Flat Screen TVs
NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY

Friday - December 31st • Live Music w/ Iron 60
FREE BUFFET - PARTY FAVORS - CHAMPAGNE

$5 per person at the door
Karaoke - 9:30pm

Every Thurs & Sun - FREE Texas Holde’m
Thur 7pm & 10pm, Sun 4pm & 7pm

First Sat. each month - open at 10am • $2 Bloody 
Marys & Screwdrivers w/complimentary brkfst.

EVERY Day is S.I.N. Day - Open/Close
15% Industry Discount

(Excluding specials & except Fri & Sat 7pm-2am)

Karen Krooss - Manager
Kristina Ramirez - Asst. Manager

MON. - WED.
LADIES NIGHT

$1 BAR DRINKS 
4PM-8PM

Merry Christmas &
Happy New Year!

we will be open regular hours

2617 WAGON WHEEL
• BEHIND SUN HARVEST OFF NACOGDOCHES & 410

828-CLUB (2582)
OPEN: 10AM - 2AM MON - SAT • 12PM - 2AM SUN

A FRIENDLY NEIGHBORHOOD
ESTABLISHMENT

BARE
Nights

Now on
Sundays

Karaoke
Tuesday

Nites

3 Games
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To view selected Kindrick Columns
go to www.actionmagsa.com

	 With	 Christmas	 cheer	 and	 good	 tidings	 of	 the	
season	upon	us,	it	is	time	to	forget	the	political	race	
which	 saw	 Francisco	 (Quico)	 Canseco	 defeat	 in-
cumbent	Ciro	Rodriguez	for	the	District	23	congres-
sional	seat.
	 But	how	can	we	forget?
	 This	disgusting,	degrading,	public	clown	act	be-
tween	two	political	dildos	who	should	be	banned	from	
public	 television	for	 the	remainder	of	 their	 lives	was	
an	 insult	 to	 the	public	 intelligence	and	an	affront	 to	
educators	trying	to	bring	children	into	an	adult	world.
	 Republican	Canseco,	a	millionaire	Laredo	bank-
er	who	moved	to	San	Antonio	several	years	ago,	is	a	
61-year	old	dodo	bird	who	un-perched	a	64-year-old	
Democrat	simpleton	who	has	made	a	career	of	pos-
ing	for	pictures	with	national	party	leaders	at	ribbon-
cuttings	and	ground-breakings.
	 Both	are	proven	losers	on	the	political	map,	al-
though	Rodriguez	holds	an	edge	in	this	category.
	 A	35-year	candidate	Claghorn	who	is	the	consum-
mate	career	political	hack	if	ever	one	lived,	Ciro	issued	
his	 post-election	 concession	 speech	 with	 the	 bald-
faced	ease	which	he	has	become	accustomed	to.

Lost to Cuellar twice
	 In	2004,	he	 lost	his	congressional	seat	 in	con-
gressional	district	28	after	coming	up	58	votes	short	
to	Henry	Cuellar	in	the	democratic	primary.	He	lost	
to	Cuellar	again	in	the	2006	primary	before	defeating	
incumbent	Rep.	Henry	Bonilla	in	district	23	later	that	
year.
	 In	 the	 eyes	 of	 many,	 both	 Cuellar	 and	 Bonilla	
were	political	lightweights	when	making	these	races,	
and	everyone	knows	that	Cansecoʼs	win	over	Rodri-
guez	represented	one	cripple	killing	off	another.
	 Cansecoʼs	previous	primary	attempts	were	fail-
ures,	the	last	one	being	his	loss	to	Republican	Lyle	
Larson.
	 But	 we	 havenʼt	 seen	 the	 last	 of	 Ciroʼs	 musta-
cioed	 countenance	 if	 his	 recent	 post-election	 re-
marks	mean	anything.	He	promIsed	to	run	again	(for	
SOMETHING),	vowing	 that	 the	victorious	Canseco	
will	“not	retire	me.”
	 This	ego-driven	idiot	made	a	concession	speech	

which,	clearly,	he	did	not	mean.
	 “The	voters	have	spoken	and	chosen	to	elect	a	
new	leader	to	represent	them	in	Congress,”	he	said.	
“I	 respect	 their	 decision	 and	 wish	 Congressman-
elect	Canseco	 the	best.	 I	 delivered	 for	 the	district,	
maintained	an	independent	voting	record	and	made	
myself	 available	 to	 all	 constituents.	Most	 of	 all	we	
helped	men	women	 and	 families	 to	 be	 heard	 and	
helped	in	very	real	ways.	That	is	what	government	is	
about.	I	am	very	proud	to	have	been	a	part	of	that.”

A temporarly casualty
	 In	vowing	to	continue	his	career	politician	career,	
Rodriguez	dismissed	his	loss	to	Canseco	as	nothing	
more	 than	a	 temporary	casualty	of	 the	Republican	
thrashing	resulting	from	the	Obama-Pelosi	backlash.
	 As	for	his	availability	to	constituents,	Rodriguez	
did	not	fare	well	in	the	public	forum	which	saw	him	
blow	his	cool	and	rail	 like	a	blubbering	 idiot	before	
one	of	 his	 constituents,	 a	woman	who	had	 the	 te-
merity	to	suggest	that	old	Ciro	might	have	been	lying	
through	his	scraggly	mustache	hairs.
	 Slamming	 a	 rolled	 newspaper	 against	 a	 table,	
and	 advancing	 in	 a	 menacing	 manner	 toward	 the	
woman,	Ciro	hollered:
	 “Donʼt	accuse	me	of	not	saying	the	truth!”
	 Some	pundits	believe	 this	 intemperate	 tantrum	
cost	Rodriguez	the	election,	and	it	night	well	have,	
given	the	hollow	gourd	he	had	for	an	opponent.
	 Since	Ciroʼs	newspaper	slapping	movement	to-
ward	a	woman	who	asked	him	to	tell	the	truth	was	
caught	 on	 videotape,	 some	 Rodriguez	 supporters	
have	advanced	the	theory	that	the	kibitzing	“constit-
uent”	was	a	plant	designed	 to	rattle	 the	 incumbent	
and	stoke	his	outburst.
	 If	 she	 was	 planted	 by	 the	 opposition,	 the	 ploy	
worked.	And	the	result	served	only	to	underscore	the	
childish	ignorance	of	an	elected	official	who	had	been	
slurping	off	the	public	teat	far	too	long.	If	Ciro	fell	for	
such	a	pathetic	ruse,	he	should	be	tarred	and	feath-
ered	for	referring	to	himself	as	“a	public	servant.”
	 All	of	which	brings	us	to	the	Rodriguez-Canseco	
television	blitzkrieg,	an	exercise	in	puerile	prattle	and	
meaningless	 charges	 and	 counter-charges	 which	

would	be	enough	to	embarrass	Charlie	Manson	and	
Lady	Gaga	on	the	same	day.

Two talentless duds
	 Maybe	it	is	horrible	to	say	this	about	either	can-
didate,	but	I	fear	that	neither	of	them	have	enough	
imagination	or	brains	to	emulate	even	the	talentless	
platoon	of	flacks	they	paid	to	churn	out	the	television	
hogwash	we	were	subjected	to.
	 Each	side	used	the	most	unflattering	head	photo	
they	 could	 dredge	 up	 of	 Rodriguez	 and	 Canseco,	
no	 real	challenge	when	one	considers	 the	homely,	
mirthless	countenances	projected	by	both	old	politi-
cal	hackers.	Put	 these	two	guys	 in	a	head-to-head	
personality	contest,	and	you	would	get	no	clear-cut	
winner.
	 Imagine	how	Bill	Clinton	must	have	felt	when	the	
party	trucked	him	into	San	Antonio	for	a	stump	ses-
sion	 in	 behalf	 of	 a	 simpering	Ciro.	 Pitching	Rodri-
guez	as	a	staunch	Democrat	and	leader	of	the	peo-
ple	must	have	been	tougher	than	promoting	Monica	
Lewinsky	for	a	lollipop-sucking	poster	child	for	con-
dom	awarness.	As	Willie	once	wrote,	“the	words	just	
donʼt	fit	the	picture.”

Dirt dog dumbest
	 The	TV	spots	were	meaningless,	pointless	driv-
el	flashed	constantly	across	 the	screens	of	all	ma-
jor	 stations,	 the	heaviest	 coming	around	afternoon	
newscasts.	 And	 perhaps	 the	 dirt	 dog	 dumbest	 of	
them	all	was	the	Rodriguez	snippet	showing	a	run-
ning	suit-clad	idiot	who	was	supposed	to	be	repre-
sentative	 of	 Canseco	 “running,	 running,	 running”	
from	his	responsibilities.
	 Give	 us	 all	 a	 break.	 Third	 grade	 elementary	
school	kids	wouldnʼt	fall	for	this	garbage,	and	none	
of	 us	 deserve	 to	 be	 intellectually	 insulted	 in	 such	
fashion.
	 Itʼs	tough	trying	to	squeeze	the	TV	remote	button	
every	15	or	20	seconds.	But	when	you	squeeze	it	so	
hard	that	the	little	booger	breaks	in	your	hand,	then	
you	know	the	political	bastards	are	getting	to	you.
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NOW AVAILABLE!
www.actionmagsa.com

Action Magazine is now available in its entirety 
on the world wide web.

The Texas Entertainment Magazine has published 
monthly without a miss since March of 1975. And 
Action will continue publication in print form on 
the first of every month.

Action Magazine advertisers and readers alike will 
now benefit tremendously from our expansion into 
cyberspace. For the first time, Action will be reaching a readership and advertising market 
which is far-reaching in possibilities. And thousands of former readers will now be able to 
re-connect with the 35-year-old entertainment publication.

We have been online with the complete magazine for 
only a few months. The response has been incredible. 
And we believe the possibilities are truly unlimited. 

Action already has bigtime name recognition. Everyone 
from Bexar County District Attorney Susan Reed and 
District Judge Sid Harle to Alan Brown and Kinky Fried-
man reads us. And our monthly circulation has now 
jumped from 20,000 to the world. 

The website also offers select Sam Kindrick columns, 
recent past issues of the magazine, a brief history of 
Action Magazine, advertising rates and ad space sizes, 
and contact information.

We are printed monthly at San Antonio Press. 

Sam Kindrick is editor-publisher.
Nazareth Sando is in charge of magazine composition.
Dan Cardenas of Accent Imaging contributes special 
graphic designs.
Harry Thomas is the web tech.
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“Orphanage” Cont’d on pg. 14

Ron and Carol Asvestas

By Sam Kindrick
	 For	many	years,	Action	
Magazine	 has	 supported	
Ron	 and	 Carol	 Asvestas,	
the	couple	who	founded	and	
developed	 the	 Wild	 Animal	
Orphanage	on	Leslie	Road.
	 The	sanctuary	is	closed	
now,	 result	 of	 long	 and	 bit-
ter	 infighting	which	saw	 the	
Asvestas	couple	pushed	out	
by	 board	 members	 of	 the	
non-profit	 organization	 they	
helped	to	create	in	the	early	
1980s.
	 Animals	 are	 now	 being	
moved	 from	 the	 original	 or-
phanage	property	 on	Leslie	
Road,	 as	 well	 as	 from	 ad-
ditional	 orphanage	 holdings	
on	 Talley	 Road,	 and	 Carol	
Asvestas	said	many	of	them	
are	probably	being	returned	
to	 the	 same	 deplorable	 en-
vironments	 from	which	 they	
were	rescued.
	 “Itʼs	 a	 sad	 time	 for	 us,”	
Carol	 Asvestas	 said.	 “You	
can	 recall	 how	 we	 started	
in	1981,	 first	 caring	 for	 rac-
coons,	 squirrels	 and	 other	
indigenous	 animals	 in	 our	
home.	 It	 was	 our	 love	 for	
animals	which	started	it	all.”
	 In	1983,	the	Wild	Animal	
Orphanage	 was	 incorpo-
rated	 as	 a	 non-profit	 orga-
nization.	 Since	 then,	 other	
board	 members,	 including	
the	 Asvestas	 coupleʼs	 old-
est	 daughter,	Nicole	Asves-
tas	Garcia,	have	shoved	the	
original	 founders	 out	 of	 the	
picture.
	 Accused	 of	 bad	 man-
agement,	 animal	 neglect,	
unnecessary	 euthanization,	
misappropriation	 of	 funds,	
and	 other	 yet-to-be	 sub-
stantiated	 offenses	 at	 the	
orphanage,	 Ron	 and	 Carol	
Asvestas	were	first	targeted	
by	Kristina	Brunner,	a	former	
WAO	 board	 member	 who	
Carol	Asvestas	says	was	re-
moved	 from	 the	board	after	
Ron	 Asvestas	 ordered	 her	
off	 the	 property	 because	 of	
inappropriate	behavior	at	the	
facility.
	 In	 short,	 the	 orphan-
age	 founders	 believe	 they	
have	 been	 the	 victims	 of	 a	

personal	vendetta	fueled	by	
misinformation	 and	 outright	
lies.	They	deny	the	charges	
hurled	against	them.
	 They	 have	 been	 inves-
tigated	 by	 agencies	 rang-
ing	 from	 the	 Bexar	 County	
sheriff	 to	 Texas	 Parks	 and	
Wildlife,	 without	 a	 single	
charge	ever	being	filed.	And	
Ron	and	Carol	Asvestas	say	
they	 have	 been	 slammed	
and	vilified	in	the	daily	press,	
on	 public	 radio,	 and	 in	 the	
weekly	Current	Magazine	by	
Kristina	Brunner	and	others	
of	her	ilk.
	 “The	stuff	we	have	been	
confronted	 with	 has	 bor-
dered	on	the	unbelievable	at	
times,”	Carol	Asvestas	said.	
“A	 helicopter	 flew	 over	 the	
orphanage	and	a	mass	ani-
mal	 grave	 was	 reported.	 It	
was	a	mulch	pile	which	had	
been	out	there	for	years.”
	 I	have	been	a	friend	and	
supporter	of	Carol	and	Ron	
Asvestas	from	the	gitgo,	and	
I	 damn	 sure	 wonʼt	 turn	 my	
back	 on	 them	 at	 this	 sorry	
twist	of	the	game.
	 Truth	 should	 eventually	
win	out,	and	thatʼs	what	this	
article	is	all	about.	So	we	will	
let	Carol	Asvestas	state	her	
case.	 None	 of	 the	 journal-
istic	 Lilliputians	 involved	 in	
this	anti-Asvestas	campaign	
have	bothered	 to	hear	 from	
the	 couple	 they	marked	 for	
attack.	It	is	time	for	their	side	
to	be	told.
	 “In	1981	we	started	car-
ing	for	indigenous	orphaned	
animals	in	our	home,”	Carol	
Asvestas	said.	“As	time	went	
by,	the	demand	for	help	grew	
tremendously,	 so	 in	 1983	
the	Wild	Animal	Orphanage	
was	 incorporated	as	a	non-
profit	organization.	Ron	and	
I	 and	 our	 children	 moved	
eight	times	over	the	next	few	
years	 in	 order	 to	 facilitate	
animals	in	need.	We	eventu-
ally	purchased	nine	acres	of	
land	at	Leslie	Road,	and	102	
acres	 at	Talley	Road	 in	 the	
name	of	the	orphanage.”
	 I	 was	 around	 in	 those	
days,	 and	 I	 distinctly	 recall	
that	 Carol	 and	 Ron	 both	

worked	 without	 salary.	 For	
the	 first	 15	 years,	 the	 or-
phanage	 was	 personally	
funded	 from	 the	 Asvestas	
private	 company,	 Aaronger	
Services.
	 Trouble	first	hit	 in	2005	
while	Carol	was	in	New	Or-
leans	rescuing	animals	from	
the	 aftermath	 of	 Hurricane	
Katrina.
	 “During	 this	 time,	 Kris-
tina	Brunner,	another	board	
member,	 showed	 up	 at	
the	 sanctuary,”	 Carol	 said.	
“Against	WAO	policy	and	bio	
safety	 level	 2	 procedures,	
she	 entered	 a	 quarantine	
area,	 which	 at	 the	 time	
housed	potentially	herpes	8	
infectious	 macaques	 mon-
keys.
	 “Ms.	 Brunner	 tried	 to	
physically	 move	 one	 of	 the	
primates	 out	 of	 the	 area.	
She	 believed	 it	 was	 cold	
because	 it	 was	 shivering.	 I	
spoke	with	her	on	the	phone	
and	 told	her	she	needed	 to	
leave	 the	 quarantine	 area.	
Ron	 then	 told	 her	 to	 leave	
the	 premises	 after	 she	 be-
came	combative.”
	 As	she	left	the	property,	
Carol	Asvestas	said,	Kristina	
Brunner	vowed	to	shut	WAO	
down.	 And	 the	 Asvestas	
people	believe	 that	Brunner	
might	 have	 had	 an	 axe	 to	
grind	from	the	outset,	 result	
of	her	approach	 to	 the	care	
and	confinement	of	wild	ani-
mals.
	 Carol	 Asvestas	 was	
extremely	active	 in	the	pas-
sage	 of	 laws	 prohibiting	
what	she	calls	“the	appalling	
activity	of	exotic	animals	be-
ing	kept	as	pets.”
	 She	 says	 Brunner	
aligned	 herself	 with	 breed-
ers	 and	 exotic	 pet	 owners,	
specifically	 Rexano,	 an	 or-
ganization	that	promotes	the	
sale	and	keeping	of	wild	ani-
mals	for	pets.
	 The	rest	is	history.
	 “An	 emergency	 board	
meeting	 was	 held	 when	 I	
got	back	from	New	Orleans,”	
Carol	Asvestas	related.	“The	
board	basically	dismissed	all	
of	her	(Brunnerʼs)	complaints	

and	she	was	 removed	 from	
the	board	by	majority	vote.
	 “Over	 the	 next	 five	
years,	Kristina	Brunner	went	
on	a	vindictive	witch	hunt	and	
filed	over	500	pages	of	com-
plaints	with	 the	Texas	Attor-
ney	Generalʼs	Office	against	
Wild	Animal	Orphanage.	We	
were	 also	 investigated	 by	
OSHA	(Occupational	Safety	
Hazard	Association),	 USDA	
(United	 States	 Department	
of	 Agriculture),	 U.S.	 Fish	
and	Game,	Texas	Parks	and	
Wildlife,	 U.S.	 Labor	 Board,	
Department	 of	 Transporta-
tion,	Bexar	County	Fire	Mar-
shal,	 SAPD,	 Bexar	 County	
sheriff,	 TEQC	 (Texas	 Envi-
ronmental	 Quality	 Control),	
Bexar	County	cruelty	officer,	
Bexar	County	Humane	Soci-
ety,	and	code	compliance.”
	 Carol	 continued:	 “She	
also	 interviewed	 with	 San	
Antonio	 Lightning	 (an	 on-
line	 scandal	 sheet	 which	 is	
a	 journalistic	 joke)	and	San	
Antonio	 Current	 (her	 big-
gest	supporter),	San	Antonio	
Express	and	News,	and	ap-
peared	 on	 channels	 4,	 12,	
and	Fox	 29.	None	of	 these	
media	 outlets	 ever	 con-
tacted	us	for	our	side	of	the	
story,
except	 one	 time	 with	 San	
Antonio	Current	 after	 it	 had	
already	 printed	 damaging	
materials.	 In	 November	 of	
2008,	Ron	was	rushed	to	the	
hospital	for	emergency	open	
heart	surgery.	He	was	in	the	
hospital	 for	 30	 days	 and	 in	
recovery	 for	 90	 days-plus.	
During	 this	 time,	 our	 oldest	

daughter	 Nicole,	 who	 was	
working	 at	 the	 orphanage,	
teamed	 with	 Kristina	 Brun-
ner	 and	 Michelle	 Cryer,	 a	
current	 board	member,	 and	
employee	 Terry	 Minshew	
(Nicole	always	said	she	was	
the	 rightful	 heir	 to	 the	 or-
phanage).
	 “A	 hostile	 takeover	 and	
smear	 campaign	 was	 initi-
ated	to	discredit	us.	It	includ-
ed	 false	 e-mails	 and	 news	
articles,	 and	 false	 accusa-
tions	 concerning	 day-today	
operation	of	the	orphanage.	
Ironically,	 Terry	 Minshew	
was	also	instrumental	in	the	
attempted	 takeover	 of	 Pri-
marily	 Primates	 years	 ago	
which	 also	 involved	 the	 at-
torney	general.”
	 These	 developments,	
Carol	Asvestas	said,	 turned	
another	 board	 member	
against	 her	 and	 Ron,	 who,	
on	 September	 29,	 2009,	
were	 put	 on	 administrative	
leave.
	 “The	 very	next	 day,	we	
were	 fired	 without	 explana-
tion,”	she	said,	“nor	were	we	
afforded	the	right	to	respond	
to	 whatever	 the	 allegations	
were.	Within	one	week,	two	
more	of	the	board	members	
resigned,	along	with	the	CPA	
of	15	years	and	the	WAO	at-
torney.	 They	 also	 fired	 an	
employee	 of	 15	 years	 who	
refused	to	join	in	the	ruse.”
	 Ironically,	 the	 Asves-
tas	 daughter	 was	 recently	
booted	 from	 the	 board	 of	 a	
troubled	 non-profit	 which	
is	 spiraling	 downward	 into	
bankruptcy.	 If	 the	 Asvestas	

couple	 are	 directly	 respon-
sible	 for	 the	 decline	 of	 the	
ruined	 sanctuary,	 then	 the	
question	 remains	 which	
none	 of	 the	 loud-mouthed	
boo	 birds	 have	 bothered	 to	
address:
	 Why	 didnʼt	 other	mem-
bers	 of	 the	WAO	 board	 do	
something	 about	 the	 situa-
tion	 long	 ago?	 There	 were	
enough	of	 them	on	hand	 to	
overrule	Ron	and	Carol	As-
vestas	 at	 any	 time	 they	 so	
wished.
	 “If	any	of	them	had	any	
suggestion	for	improving	the	
way	 we	 had	 been	 running	
the	 orphanage,	 they	 never	
came	 to	 us	 with	 it,”	 Carol	
said.
	 To	date,	six	years	 later,	
not	one	investigative	agency	
or	 media	 outlet	 has	 pro-
duced	 any	 evidence	 sup-
porting	any	of	the	unfounded	
allegations.	 No	 charges	
have	been	filed	against	Ron	
and	 Carol	Asvestas,	 or	 the	
Wild	Animal	Orphanage,	 by	
the	 attorney	 general	 or	 any	
animal	care	agency.
	 The	demise	of	 the	Wild	
Animal	Orphanage	is	a	stun-
ning	 loss	 for	 the	 Asvestas	
family,	 the	 community	 in	
general,	 the	 wild	 animals	
who	 need	 rescuing	 from	
deplorable	 human	 captiv-
ity,	 and	 decent	 people	 who	
seek	 justice	 for	 beast	 and	
mankind	alike.
	 After	 years	 of	 strug-
gling,	and	with	what	started	
in	 a	 bedroom	 with	 a	 few	

Wild Animal Orphanage 
is a shattered dream for 
founding couple
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Maynard brothers bring 
classic country music 
to Riverwalk visitors

Jerry Maynard (left) with brother Steve

“Maynard” Cont’d on pg. 14Amy (left) and ReBeca geared for Christmas show

	 The	music	label	is	clas-
sic	country,	and	the	brothers	
who	deliver	 it	 are	members	
of	a	diminishing	breed.
	 They	 are	 Steve	 and	
Jerry	Maynard,	Leander	na-
tives	and	 traditional	 country	
music	throwbacks,	who	now	
furnish	 the	 male	 vocals	 for	
San	 Antonio	 Rose	 Live	 at	
San	Antonioʼs	historic	Aztec	
Theatre.
	 If	 there	 is	 a	 dominant	
voice	between	the	two	it	be-
longs	 to	 43-year-old	 Jerry	
Maynard,	but	his	39-year	old	
little	 brother	 Steve	 has	 the	
instrumental	 versatility,	 fine	
singing	 voice,	 and	 Nash-
ville	 recording	 experience	
to	complete	a	country	music	
class	act	which	is	as	good	as	
any	to	be	found.
	 From	 Steve	 playing	
nostalgic	 Floyd	 Cramer	 on	
the	piano	to	Jerry	belting	out	
George	Jones	with	stunning	
resemblance,	 the	Maynards	
compliment	 female	counter-
parts	ReBeca	and	Amy	with	
a	repertoire	of	country	music	
the	way	real	country	music	is	
supposed	to	sound.
	 The	 whole	 bunch	 of	
them	 have	 worked	 hard	
on	 a	 Christmas	 show	 that	
started	 November	 27	 and	
runs	 through	 December	
19.	 Great	 Christmas	 songs	
are	 included,	 and	 a	 special	
Christmas	cd	 is	available	at	
the	theatre.
	 Show	 times	 are	 7:30	
p.m.	every	Friday,	Saturday,	
Sunday	 and	 Monday	 with	
a	2	p.m.	Matinee	on	Satur-
days.
	 Steve	 Maynard	 is	 the	
country	 showʼs	 piano	 play-
er,	but	he	deftly	switches	to	
acoustic	guitar	for	occasion-
al	duet	numbers	with	brother	
Jerry.	And	he	also	does	solo	
songs	from	his	perch	behind	
the	keyboards.
	 “We	have	been	playing	
these	songs	since	we	were	
teenagers	in	a	family	band,”	
Steve	said.	“We	never	tire	of	
the	real	stuff,	the	true	coun-
try	music	which	was	created	
by	 people	 like	 Merle	 Hag-
gard,	Randy	Travis,	George	

Jones	and	many	others.	We	
are	 not	 imitators.	 We	 are	
tribute	 musicians.	 We	 are	
dedicated	 to	 keeping	 pure	
traditional	 country	 music	
alive	and	well.”
	 Jerry	 Maynard,	 by	 the	
way,	 is	 an	 accomplished	
piano	player	in	his	own	right	
and	a	 top	 rung	bass	player	
to	go	with	 it.	And	while	San	
Antonio	Rose	Live	audienc-
es	have	yet	to	see	all	sides	
of	both	Maynards,	both	mu-
sicians	have	the	ability	to	as-
sume	 varied	 musical	 tasks	
and	 responsibilities	 should	
the	needs	arise.
	 A	former	Nashville	song	
writer	 who	 was	 under	 con-
tract	 with	 two	major	 labels-
-Polygram	 and	 then	 Sony-
-Steve	 Maynard	 also	 lists	
songwriter	 influences	 such	
as	 Tim	 Mensy	 and	 Whitey	
Shaffer,	 and	 accomplished	
backup	 vocalist	 John	 Wes-
ley	 Ryles,	 to	 name	 only	 a	
few.
	 With	 acoustic	 guitar,	
Jerry	Maynard	serves	as	the	
lead	male	voice	for	San	An-
tonio	Rose	Live,	and	anyone	
who	 knows	 anything	 about	
the	 greats	 of	 pure	 country	
music	 could	 guess	 Jerryʼs	
major	 influence	 without	 be-
ing	told.
	 He	sounds	as	much	like	
George	 Jones	 as	 George	
Jones	 himself,	 a	 phenom-
enon	 which	 both	 Maynards	
say	is	part	of	Jerryʼs	genetic	
vocal	makeup.
	 While	the	elder	Maynard	
is	 the	more	 reserved	of	 the	
siblings,	little	bother	Steve	is	
his	big	brotherʼs	biggest	fan.
	 “Jerry	didnʼt	get	into	the	
Nashville	 scene	 like	 I	 did,”	
Steve	said.	“But	he	has	one	
of	 the	 finest	 singing	 voices	
in	 country	music.	 I	 think	he	
has	 the	 best	 voice	 on	 the	
planet	today.	For	both	of	us,	
George	 Jones	 has	 always	
been	the	king	of	pure	coun-
try,	 but	 listen	 close	 to	 Jerry	
and	 tell	me	 that	 he	 doesnʼt	
actually	have	a	better	voice	
than	Jones.	And	for	us,	 this	
says	it	all,	for	George	has	al-
ways	been	the	countryʼs	top	

man	in	his	field.”
	 With	quiet	humility,	Jerry	
demurs	 in	 the	avalanche	of	
praise	 by	 his	 big	 brother,	
saying,	 “Steve	 is	 really	nice	
to	 say	 such	 things	 about	
me,	 and	 I	 must	 admit	 that	
George	Jones	is	my	greatest	
influence.	 If	 I	 have	 a	 voice	
like	 Jones,	 then	 I	 consider	
that	 one	 of	 the	 greatest	 of	
compliments.	But	 I	 love	do-
ing	many	of	the	other	greats	
of	 country,	 from	 Hank	 and	
Lefty	to	Merle	and	Cash.	It	is	
the	music	 I	was	brought	up	
on.”
	 The	 Maynards	 are	 two	
of	12	children,	and	their	mu-
sical	 beginnings	 as	 profes-
sional	musicians	were	firmly	
rooted	 in	 the	 San	 Antonio	
area	music	scene.
	 In	 1992,	 both	 were	
members	 of	 a	 house	 band	
at	 the	 original	 Bluebonnet	
Palace	 in	Selma.	The	band	
was	called	 the	Texas	Music	
Company.
	 It	 was	 in	 the	 old	 Blue-
bonnet	 Palace	 that	 Steve	
was	 to	meet	his	wife	Jenni-
fer,	and	 it	was	during	 these	
earlier	days	 that	Jerry	May-
nard	 would	 open	 for	 the	
likes	of	Steve	Wariner,	Mark	
Chesnutt,	 Patty	 Lovelace,	
Diamond	 Rio,	 Nitty	 Gritty	
Dirt	Band,	Aaron	Tippon	and	
Highway	101.
	 Jerry	 has	 also	 worked	
with	The	Debonaires,	Lone-
some	Dove,	and	Scott	Hoyt,	
and	 after	 his	 Bluebonnet	
Palace	days	he	provided	vo-
cals	with	nephew	Chad	Aus-
tin,	 opening	 for	 The	Wilkin-
sons	and	Darin	Norwood.
	 It	was	during	these	later	
years	that	 the	brothers	took	
separate	paths,	Steve	head-
ing	to	Nashville	and	a	period	
of	 music	 industry	 frustra-
tion	 which	 we	 have	 heard	
echoed	by	many	other	sup-
pressed	 talents	 throughout	
the	years.
	 First	signed	as	a	song-
writer	by	Polygram,	and	later	
picked	 up	 by	 industry	 giant	
Sony,	 Steve	 wrote	 original	
music	which	was	held	in	re-
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01 - Jim Isaacks
02 - Jerry Bailey
03 - Rusty Martin & Doc
04 - Texas Ladybugs
05 - Mike Phelan/Open Mic
08 - Jim Isaacks

09 - MC & The Mystyx
10 - Sylvia & Friends
11 - The Flyin’ A’s
12 - Mike Phelan/Open Mic
15 - Jim Isaacks
16 - Jerry Bailey

17 - MC & The Mystyx
18 - Jamey Howard
19 - Mike Phelan/Open Mic
22 - Jerry Bailey
23 - MC & The Mystyx
24 - Closed

25 - Closed
26 - Mike Phelan/Open Mic
29 - Jim Isaacks
30 - MC & The Mystyx
31 - Closed
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DEC 01 ....... OPEN MIKE NIGHT  HOSTED BY
ONE NIGHT STAND BAND ..................7-11PM   NC

DEC 03 ....... GERONIMO .......................................... 8-12PM $7
DEC 04 ....... FREE JUKEBOX WITH SONGS FROM

GENE AUTRY TO GEORGE STRAIT
DEC 08 ....... OPEN MIKE NIGHT WITH ONE NIGHT STAND ..7-11 NC
DEC 10 ....... BIMBO & BORDERLINE ............................ 8-12 $5
DEC 11 ....... THE WHOOSITS  2-5,  ONE NIGHT STAND-

XMAS SHOW .............................................. 9-1 $5
DEC 15 ....... OPEN MIKE NIGHT  7-11  NC
DEC 17 ....... BURGUNDY   8-12   $5
DEC 18 ....... VINYL 45’S  THE VERY BEST OF

ROCK-A-BILLY ........................................... 9-1 $5
DEC 22 ....... OPEN MIKE NIGHT   7-11  NC
DEC 24 ....... XMAS EVE ..............................................NO BAND
DEC 25 ....... MERRY XMAS, EVERYONE
DEC 29 ....... OPEN MIKE NIGHT ...................................7-11 NC
 
DEC 31 - HAPPY NEW YEAR AND PLEASE COME OUT AND ENJOY THE 
OLD YEAR OUT AND THE NEW YEAR IN WITH MUSICIAL HALL OF FAMER, 
GERONIMO TREVINO FROM 8-12 FOR ONLY $15 COVER, WHICH IN-
CLUDES PARTY FAVORS AND CHAMPAGNE TOASTS AT MIDNIGHT. WE 
ALSO WILL BE SERVING A $5 BREAKFAST AFTER THE CELEBRATION. 
PLEASE JOIN US. 
EVERY THURSDAY WE HAVE KARAKE FROM 7-11 WITH SHARI HERBOLD.
WE NOW HAVE STEAKS AND OTHER ITEMS COOKED FROM 6 TO 10 PM 
BY SMOKING JOE, MONDAY THRU FRIDAYS. GREAT FOOD.

K.D. gets award

	 Singer	 and	 songwriter	
Katherine	 Dawn	 has	 been	
voted	 artist	 of	 the	 year	 by	
the	Texas	Music	Coalition.
	 The	 honor	 for	 K.D.,	
founder	 and	 leader	 of	 the	
all-female	Texas	Ladybugs	
band,	was	announced	 last	
month	 at	 a	 Texas	 Music	
Coalition	fundraiser	at	Holi-
day	Inn	El	Tropicana	River-
walk	Hotel.
	 Katherine	 Dawn	 and	
her	group	performed	at	the	
riverwalk	 shindig,	 as	 did	
pianist	 Fernando	 Herrera,	

Luke	Olson,	Bett	Butler	and	
Joel	 Dilley,	 Bobby	 Baker.	
and	Los	#3	Dinners.
	 Prior	to	the	closing	per-
formance	 by	 the	 Dinners,	

Katherine	 Dawn	 was	 an-
nounced	 as	 having	 been	
voted	 the	2010	TMC	artist	
of	 the	 year	 by	 the	 groupʼs	
membership.
	 The	 award	 was	 pre-
sented	by	Mary	Lou	Hymel	
and	 husband	 Don,	 them-
selves	 former	 TMC	 artists	
of	the	year	as	half	of	he	Tim	
and	Bob	Show	quartet.

Mark Farner clinic

	 The	 Mark	 Farner	 gui-
tar	 clinic	 at	 Momar	 Music	
on	October	31	was	a	huge	
success,	 the	 founder	 of	

Grand	 Funk	 Railroad	 can-
didly	 answering	 audience	
questions	when	 not	 show-
ing	off	some	trick	and	fancy	
guitar	licks.
	 A	 devout	 Christian	
whose	 son	 Jesse	 was	 re-
cently	 paralyzed	 from	 the	
chin	 down	 while	 turning	
a	 back	 flip	 from	 a	 picnic	
table,	Farner	indicated	that	
it	is	his	faith	in	God	and	be-
lief	in	the	American	people	
that	 is	 keeping	 him	 going.	
He	also	credited	his	wife	of	
34	 years	 for	 always	 being	
there	to	prop	him	up	during	
rough	times.

	 Brought	 here	 by	 Mo-
mar	 Music	 owner	 Mike	
Marks,	 himself	 a	 former	
Brooklyn,	 New	 York	 musi-
cian	 who	 recalls	 watching	

the	 original	 Grand	 Funk	
Railroad	 band	 performing	
in	 Madison	 Square	 Gar-
den,	 Farnerʼs	 humility	 and	
down-to-earth	 demeanor	
captivated	 the	music	 store	
crowd.
	 Except	 for	 questions	
about	 son	 Jesseʼs	 condi-
tion	 and	outlook,	 the	most	
asked	question	directed	at	
Farner	 involved	 the	 magi-
cal	 band	 he	 led	 to	 rock-
and-roll	super	stardom,	and	
any	possibility	 of	 the	origi-
nal	Grand	Funk	ever	reunit-
ing	again.
	 “I	 am	 always	 open	

Katherine Dawn Mark Farner
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2nd	 BURGUNDY	....................8-12
3rd	 RICKY	ADAMS	..................9-1
4th	 MEYER	ANDERSON	..........9-1
9th	 BIMBO	&	BORDERLINE	...8-12
10th	 JIM	BYROM	.....................9-1
11th	 RANCH	ROCK	...................9-1
16th	 MARK	STEWART	............8-12
17th	 BIMBO	&	BORDERLINE	.....9-1
18th	 BURGUNDY	......................9-1
23rd	 MARK	STEWART	............8-12
24th	 CHRISTMAS	EVE
	 CADILLAC	RANCH	............9-1

26th	 CHRISTMAS	DAY
	 CADILLAC	RANCH	............9-1
30th	 CADILLAC	RANCH	..........8-12

31st	 NEW	YEARS	EVE	JIM	BYROM	..9-1

*FRIDAY	&	SATURDAY	NIGHT	SPECIALS*
7PM-9PM	$2.00

(BUD	LITE-MILLER	LITE-COORS	LITE)

**NEW	YEAR’S	EVE	PARTY**
JIM	BYROM		9pm-1am		$20	cover

For	Reservations	call	Rita	210-414-2155

JAM	SESSION/OPEN	MIC
EVERY	MONDAY	NIGHT
STARTING	AT	7	P.M.	-	11	P.M.

HOSTED	BY:
Tony	Sawyers	&	Mike	Anthony

DAILY DRINK SPECIALS
SUNDAY ......... WELL DRINKS ..$2.50 open til close
MONDAY ........ DOMESTIC BEER ..$2.50 open til close
TUESDAY ....... JACK DANIELS ..$3.00 open til close
WEDNESDAY .. CROWN ............$3.00 open til close
THURSDAY..... CUERVO...........$3.00 open til close

AND 8 P.M. - 12

“Scatter Shots” Cont’d on pg. 14

to	 the	 possibility,”	 Farner	
grinned.	 “But	 it	 might	 be	
like	 trying	 to	 get	 a	 long-
divorced	man	 and	 woman	
back	together.	Not	an	easy	
thing	to	do.”
	 Asked	 if	 he	 and	 other	
members	 of	 Grand	 Funk	
Railroad	 were	 on	 drugs,	
Farner	 said	 sternly,	 “No,	
never.	We	never	did	drugs.”
	 Then,	 with	 a	 grin,	 he	
added:	“Except	for	that	one	
time.”
	 Frank	Zappa,	 he	 said,	
has	always	been	his	favor-
ite	producer.
	 “Frank	was	never	high	

on	drugs,”	Farner	said.	“He	
just	 talked	 and	 acted	 the	
way	he	did	on	 the	square.	
I	would	swear	to	it.”
	 Farnerʼs	 21-year-old	
son	 Jesse	 is	 in	 a	 wheel-
chair,	moving	 about	 in	 the	
fashion	of	 the	 late	Christo-
pher	Reeve	by	blowing	air	
into	a	small	tube.
	 The	energy	he	still	ex-
udes	while	 talking	with	his	
fans	or	when	performing	on	
stage	 with	 his	 NRG	 (pro-
nounced	 Energy)	 Band,	
Farner	 attributes	 to	 the	
“Power.”
	 When	asked	by	a	mem-

ber	of	the	Momar	crowd	to	
explain	 what	 he	meant	 by	
“Power,”	Farner	smiled:
	 The	power	that	brought	
us	here,	and	the	power	that	
will	take	us	out	of	here.	I	call	
that	power	Jesus	Christ.”

Edgarʼs recovery

	 On	Good	Friday	 (April	
2),	our	friend	Edgar	Boeck	
almost	died	in	a	horrific	Bul-
verde	area	traffic	crash	that	
killed	 his	 longtime	 female	
companion	Rona	Fields.
	 Edgarʼs	 injuries	 were	
extensive,	and	some	feared	

he	would	never	walk	again.
	 As	was	predicted	in	Ac-
tion	Magazine,	Boeckʼs	re-
covery	has	been	both	swift	

and	amazing.	And	while	he	
is	 still	 experiencing	 some	
pain,	 he	 appears	 to	 be	
making	a	full	recovery.
	 Just	prior	to	the	wreck,	
we	 photographed	 Boeck	
and	Fields	at	Texas	46,	the	
Spring	Branch	bar	and	grill
where	 the	 two	 frequently	
went	to	country	dance.
	 Janice	 Gibson,	 Rona	
Fieldsʼ	 mother,	 said	 that	
Boeck	was	 the	 love	of	her	
daughterʼs	 life,	 adding:	
“She	was	so	happy	and	full	
of	life.	She	went	beside	the	
one	she	loved.”
	 As	Boeck	was	attempt-

ing	to	turn	into	his	Bulverde	
area	 homesite	 just	 off	
Highway	 46,	 a	 dumptruck	
plowed	 into	 the	 rear	 of	
his	 pickup	 truck,	 knocking	
the	 vehicle	 into	 the	 other	
lane	 where	 other	 vehicles	
smashed	into	the	truck,	kill-
ing	 Fields	 on	 impact	 and	
seriously	injuring	Edgar.
	 Boeckʼs	back	was	bro-
ken,	both	legs	were	broken	
in	 various	 places	 below	
both	knees,	his	spleen	was	
ruptured,	 and	 there	 was	
bad	head	trauma	which	left	

Edgar Boeck
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Popular
Demand

The book by Action Editor and Publisher 
Sam Kindrick Which Narrowly Escaped 

The New York Times Best-Seller List

Now on Sale at Casbeers
1719 Blanco Road

For More Information Call: (210) 732-3511
And Ask for Barbara

The secret life and hard
time of a cedar chopper

Where To Find Action
NORTHEAST

Adrenalin Tattoos
Below Zero
Blue Cactus Cafe
Century Music
Charlie Brown’s
Cooper’s Lounge
Cootey's
Darlene’s Next Place
Eisenhauer Flea Market
Fiasco
Finnegan's
Guitar Center
Hangin' Tree
Jack’s
Jack-N-Around
Jeff Ryder Drums
Jerry Dean's
Knuckleheads
Kramer's
Main Street Bar & Grill 
Make My Day
Marty’s
321-MAX
Me & C.A.
Midnight Rodeo
Papa’s bar & Grill
Penthouse
Phantasy Tattoo

Planet K
Rascals
Rebar
Recovery Room
Roadhouse Saloon
Rod Dog's Saloon
Sam Ash Music
Scandal's
Schooner’s
Sherlock’s
Spanky’s
STATS
Sunset Club
Thirsty Turtle
Tiffany Billiards
TRA’s Country
Waldo’s
Water Street Oyster Bar
Winston's

NORTHWEST
Baker Street Pub
Bombay Bicycle Club
Bone Headz
Bonnie Jean's
Casbeers
Coco Beach
Fatso's
Hill's & Dales
Hooks
Hooz?
I Don’t Know Yet Lounge
J.C.’s Nostalgia
Jiggers
Joe’s Ice
Knuckleheads
Luna
Martini Ranch
Mitchell’s
Nice Rack
Oakhills Tavern
O'Malley's
Orphan Annie's
Panchitos
Pawderosa
Planet K
Pressure Cooker 
Spanky’s
Turtle Creek Tavern
Twenty Grand
West Avenue Club and

Sports Club
Whiskey's

CENTRAL & 
DOWNTOWN

Alamo Music
Banana's Billiards
Bombay Bicycle Club
The Cove
Goodtime Charlie's
Joey's
Limelight
Luther's Cafe
The Mix
Pigstand
Planet K
Sam’s Burger Joint
Salute
White Rabbit

SOUTHSIDE
B.J.'s Southside Music
Brooks Pub
China Grove 

General Store
Flip Side Record Parlor
Herb's Hat Shop
Moose Club
Mustang Sally's
Planet K
Shady Lady
Spurr 122
Sugar Time Lounge
Texas Pride BBQ
The Other Woman
The Steer
The Trap
Wild Turkey

BULVERDE AREA
Antler's Restaurant
Exxon - 46 & 281
Honey Creek Restuarant
Shade Tree Saloon
Specht's Store
Tetco 46 & 281
Texas 46

HELOTES
Floore's Store

KIRBY
Hi-Duke’s
The Pour House

LEON SPRINGS
The Silver Fox

LIVE OAK
South Paw Tattoos

SELMA
The Deer Crossing

UNIVERSAL CITY
Billy D's

What Do:

	 Neil	Diamond	 Hank	Williams	 The	Beach	Boys
	 Elvis	Presley	 Alan	Jackson	 Kenny	Rogers
	 Tom	Jones	 Jimmy	Buffett	 Jerry	Reed
	 Bob	Dylan	 Van	Morrison	 Toby	Keith
	 Willie	Nelson	 George	Strait	 Garth	Brooks
	 Waylon	Jennings	 Freddy	Fender	 C.C.R.
	 Tony	Bennett	 Ray	Charles	 Frank	Sinatra
	 Pat	Green	 Charlie	Robison	 David	Allen	Coe
	 Bobby	Darin	 Charlie	Daniels	 Earl	Scruggs
	 The	Beatles	 Rolling	Stones	 The	Eagles
	 Chicago	 Dion	 Johnny	Cash
	 The	4	Seasons	 Engelbert	 Billy	Joel
	 Elton	John	 Eddie	Raven	 Johnny	Rivers
	 Doobie	Brothers	 John	Denver	 Chet	Atkins
	 Journey	 Righteous	Bros.	 Dean	Martin

and many more all have in common?

Wayne Harper
Appearing	Friday	&	Saturday	at	9:30pm	at

The Martini Club
8507 McCullough at Rector 210-344-4747
Karaoke Wednesday & Thursday at 9pm

HAPPY HOUR & DRINK SPECIALS ALL WEEK • NO COVER
Join us for New Year’s Eve - Champagne & Party Favors
$20 per person • Open Christmas Day, Showtime @ 9pm
Martini’s	is	a	non-smoking	establishment	on	weekends.

NEW
LOCATION

      

Visit  our  website at  www.casbeersatthechurch.com

FULL BAR W/ DRAFT BEERBEAUTIFUL PATIOEXPANDED MENU WITHOUR FAMOUS ENCHILADASAND BURGERSLIVE MUSIC WITH NOCOVER IN THE CAFECONCERTS WITH NAMEARTISTS IN A THEATRESETTING IN THE CHURCH
AAT THE CHURCHT THE CHURCH

CC AA FF EE   AA NN DD   CC OO NN CC EE RR TT SS
1150 SOUTH ALAMO • SAN ANTONIO, TX 78210

210-271-7791
Try Our Famous ‘TruckStop’ Enchiladas, Steaks,Nachos and More!!!

Live Music in December
12/1 8:00PM ................................................... HANK HARRISON TRIO
12/2 8:00PM ......................................... BROTHER DAVE’S OPEN MIC
12/3 6:00PM .................................................................FIRST FRIDAY
12/4 6:00PM ........................................................................MERYKID
12/4 9:00PM ...........................MELISSA LUDWIG BAND CD RELEASE
12/7 8:00PM .......................................................... MICHAEL MARTIN
12/8 8:00PM ............................................ FREDDIE KRC & CAM KING
12/9 8:00PM ............................................... PATSY & BUBBA BROWN
12/10 6:00PM ........................................................... TEXAS MEDICINE
12/10 9:00PM ...........THE BIG MANNY BAND W/MANNY GONzALEz &
 RUBEN GUADERAMA FROM THE BLAzERS
12/11 6:00PM ..................................... JACK BARBER & HENRY RIVAS
12/11 9:00PM ...........THE BIG MANNY BAND W/MANNY GONzALEz &
 RUBEN GUADERAMA FROM THE BLAzERS
12/12 12:00PM ......................................................... GOSPEL BRUNCH
12/13 7:00PM ............................................TOYS FOR TOTS TOY DRIVE
 HOSTED BY SISTERS MORALES
12/14 8:00PM ........................................BETT BUTLER & JOEL DILLEY
12/16 8:30PM ...........................................................IAN MOORE - $12
12/17 9:00PM .......................................................GINGER LEIGH - $10
12/18 6:00PM ........................................KRAYOLAS KRISTMAS PARTY
12/21 8:00PM .......OPEN MIC WITH GLENN ALLEN & KIM MACKENzIE
12/22 8:00PM ...................................................MERYKID CD RELEASE
12/23 9:00PM .......................NINA DIAz FROM GIRL IN A COMA - $10
12/29 8:00PM ................................................EARFOOD HOOTENANNY

655-6367

• FREE BUFFET EACH FRIDAY • FREE HOT DOGS EVERY DAY 
• NEWS AND SPORTS TICKER   • CABLE TV * DARTS AND FREE POOL

Pro Jam Every Thursday
Hosted by Bobby Beal • Starts 9:30 PM

Fabulous Funtones Jam
Every Friday & Sunday
Hosted by Mike Ellis - Starts at 9:30 p.m.

featuring Jackie Huddle

KARAOKE EVERY SATURDAY
with Larry & Madonna • 9 p.m.

Corner of Perrin-Beitel and Thousand Oaks
OPEN AT 7 A.M.

Make My Day Lounge
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651-4541

HOURS:
Noon-2 am

7 Days a Week

4810
E. FM 1518 N.

Selma, TX
1/4 mi. east of

IH 35
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Herb's Hat Shop
Gift Certificate & Gift Items

WESTERN OR SNAP BRIM
DRESS HATS

ALL BRANDS & COLORS
FELTS & STRAWS

CAPS

Complete Sales & Service
Cleaning & Blocking•New Leather, Ribbon
Lining & Feather•Brushing & Reshaping

Brim Cutting•Pencil Rolls
Boot Shoe Repair Shop

Half Soles•Heels•Ladies Heel Taps
Patching•New Welts

Change Type of Heel Base
Boots & Shoe Care Products

Shoe Laces•Shoe Cremes•All Colors•All Types
Cleaners • Dyes • Heel Taps

4922 Rigsby   648-9242
9 a.m. til 6 p.m.

Tuesday thru Saturday

Emmerson Biggins more than big booby name

Jessie Esquivel

Steven James Rafael Aviles

	 Rafael	 Aviles,	 lead	
vocalist	 and	 bass	 guitar	
player	 for	 the	 group	 Em-
merson	 Biggins,	 said	 he	
got	the	country	band	name	
from	 an	 Oklahoma	 City	
hamburger	joint.
	 “I	 figured	 it	 would	 be	
an	attention	getter,”	Aviles	
laughed,	 “so	 I	 altered	 the	
spelling	 of	 Emmerson	 by	
one	 ʻmʼ	 and	 we	 were	 of-
ficially	 in	 the	 live	 music	
business.”
	 Origin	of	the	cornpone	
reference	to	more	than	am-
ple	upper	mammary	facili-
ties	on	 the	 female	human	
body	 is	 unknown,	 but	 the	
old	 joke	has	been	passed	
from	one	generation	to	the	
next--with	varied	spellings	
of	both	words.
	 ʻEmersome Bigunsʼ
 ʻEmmersome Bigginsʼ
 ʻEmmerson Bigginsʼ
	 (As	 in	 them	are	some	
big	ones)
	 And	on	and	on.
	 It	 doesnʼt	 take	 a	 lin-

guist	 to	 deduce	 that	 the	
reference	is	to	tits--mighty	
big	 ones	at	 that,	 and	 that	
the	boys	in	the	band	have	
great	 admiration	 for	 well	
shaped	 milk	 bags	 when	
they	 are	 affixed	 to	 the	
upper	 half	 of	 reasonably	
young	women.
	 With	 the	South	Texas	
band	now	up	and	running,	
and	with	 release	of	a	first	
cd	 just	around	 the	corner,	
Seguin	 resident	 Aviles	
says,	 “We	 will	 probably	
adopt	 a	 new	 name	 one	
of	 these	 days,	 but	 Em-
merson	Biggins	has	been	
a	 name	 that	 has	 served	
its	 purpose.	 It	 got	 us	 the	
needed	attention	when	we	
got	started	four	years	ago,	
and	 we	 are	 grateful	 for	
fans	and	contacts	that	we	
have	now.”
	 A	solid	 country	dance	
band	that	plays	both	Texas	
46	and	the	Hanginʼ	Tree	in	
Bracken	on	a	fairly	regular	
basis,	 Emmerson	 Biggins	

has	played	more	than	100	
dates	a	year	in	dance	halls	
and	 dives	 from	 Laredo	 to	
Austin	 and	 Eagle	 Pass	
to	 Houston,	 with	 the	 San	
Antonio	 area	 and	 the	 Hill	
Country	included.
	 Aviles,	 a	 market-
ing	 representative	 for	 a	
Schertz	 engineering	 firm	

when	 not	 playing	 mu-
sic,	 said	 Emmerson	 Big-
gins	 has	 opened	 for	 and	
rubbed	 elbows	 with	 the	
likes	 of	 Randy	 Rogers,	
Kevin	 Fowler,	 Casey	 Do-
nahew,	 Asleep	 At	 The	
Wheel,	Micky	and	the	Mo-
torcars,	 Roger	 Craeger,	
Charlie	Robison,	and	Little	

Texas.
	 In	 addition	 to	 lead	
vocalist	 and	 bass	 player	
Rafael	Aviles,	 the	band	 in	
its	 current	 form	 includes	
Jessie	Esquivel	of	Uvalde,	
the	drummer	and	longtime	
friend	 who	 helped	 Aviles	
put	 the	 original	 group	 to-
gether.	 Also	 included	 are	

guitar	 players	 Steven	
James	of	San	Marcos,	and	
Tom	Cuddy	of	Austin.
	 When	 we	 talked	 with	
Aviles	 and	 photographed	
the	 group	 last	 month	 at	
Texas	46	in	Spring	Branch,	
Cuddy	 was	 not	 present.	



birds,	 raccoons,	 and	 squir-
rels,	 Carol	 and	Ron	Asves-
tas	built	what	became	one	of	
the	most	recognized	sanctu-
aries	in	the	United	States.
	 Wild	 Animal	 Orphan-
age	was	 the	home	 to	more	
than	 500	 animals.	 National	
Geographicʼs	 Big Cats in 
Crisis	 and	 Animal	 Planetʼs	
Growing Up Lion	 were	 just	
two	 of	 the	 many	 programs	
that	featured	animal	rescues	
implemented	 by	 the	 Wild	
Animal	 Orphanage	 of	 San	
Antonio.
	 The	 orphanage	 sur-
vived	the	devastating	floods	
of	2002,	and	has,	on	several	
occasions,	 survived	 nega-
tive	effects	from	a	poor	econ-
omy.	Carol	Asvestas	said	the	
current	state	of	affairs	is	not	
due	to	a	poor	economy,	lack	
of	funding,	or	any	mandatory	
decision	made	by	a	 regula-
tory	agency.
	 “Itʼs	all	about	greed	and	
egos,”	 Carol	 said.	 “People	
who	 care	 more	 about	 their	
own	 agendas	 than	 they	 do	
about	 the	 wild,	 domestic,	
and	 exotic	 animals	 that	 we	
rescued	from	throughout	the	
United	States.	Like	any	hu-
man,	 Ron	 and	 I	 made	 our	
mistakes	 along	 the	 way.	
But	 we	 learned	 from	 them,	
and	we	would	never	do	any-
thing	 to	 harm	 the	 animals	
or	 jeopardize	the	sanctuary.	
We	 didnʼt	 provide	 the	 wild	
animals	 with	 play	 toys	 as	
some	ignorant	people	would	
have	had	us	do,	but	we	gave	
them	 good	 food,	 veterinary	
care,	 and	 safety	 from	harm	
that	 was	 visited	 upon	 them	
by	human	captors.
	 “This	 was	 our	 lifeʼs	
work.	 The	 sanctuary.	 And	
these	 people	 destroyed	 it	
in	 less	 than	one	year.	They	
took	30	years	of	hard	work,	
dedication,	and	sacrifice	and	
threw	 it	 to	 the	wayside	with	
no	 regard	 for	 the	 animals	
which	had	only	Wild	Animal	
Orphanage	for	a	real	home.”
	 Ron	and	Carol	Asvestas	
now	 live	on	 the	original	 two	
acres	 that	 was	 part	 of	 the	
first	 seven	 acres	 that	 com-
prised	 the	 Wild	 Animal	 Or-
phanage	in	the	beginning.
	 “This	 is	 the	 land	where	
our	 home	 sits,”	 Carl	 said.	
“The	 original	 agreement	
called	 for	 us	 retaining	 the	
homesite.	We	still	live	in	the	
old	3-bedroom	mobile	home	
we	have	always	lived	in,	and	

we	donʼt	even	have	a	good	
vehicle	at	 this	 time.	To	sug-
gest	 that	 we	 have	 taken	
money	for	personal	use	is	a	
ridiculous	lie.”
	 And	 what	 now	 for	 the	
Asvestas	couple?
	 “Ron	 intends	 to	open	a	
special	camp	for	children,
something	 he	 has	 always	
wanted	 to	 do,”	 Carol	 said.	
“I	 will	 work	 with	 animals	 in	
some	 capacity,	 even	 if	 it	 is	
only	 for	 the	 love	of	 the	ani-
mals.	 I	even	offered	to	help	
out	at	 the	orphanage	for	no	
pay	 during	 these	 troubled	
times,	 but	 they	 wouldnʼt	
even	 accept	 this.	 Working	
with	animals	is	my	lifeʼs	work	
and	 love.	 I	donʼt	 know	any-
thing	else.”

serve	but	never	released	by	
either	of	the	industry	giants.
	 Musicians	 call	 it	 being	
“in	the	can.”
	 “I	worked	for	four	years	
under	 Polygramʼs	 thumb	
without	 a	 release,”	 Steve	
Maynard	 said.	 “Then	 I	 was	
picked	 up	 by	Sony	where	 I	
worked	 for	 five	more	 years	
without	 getting	 my	 material	
out	of	the	can.”
	 Being	 type	 cast	 as	
someone	 who	 had	 signed	
two	major	record	deals	with-
out	 success,	 Steve	 said	 he	
was	 being	 dubbed	 as	 “too	
country	for	the	country	radio	
of	today.”
	 Like	friends	of	ours	such	
as	Darrell	McCall	and	John-
ny	 Bush,	 Steve	 Maynard	
can	 find	 little	 good	 to	 say	
about	the	“new	country”	mu-
sic	heard	on	the	radio	today.
	 On	 this	 subject,	 Steve	
said:	“My	biggest	influences	
are	 Gene	 Watson,	 Merle	
Haggard,	 Randy	 Travis,	
George	 Jones,	 and	 Keith	
Witley.	 The	 music	 that	 is	
out	today,	for	the	most	part,	
is	watered	down	pop	music	
that	 has	 no	 resemblance	
to	 these	 amazing	 artists	 or	
what	 country	 music	 is	 sup-
posed	to	be	about.”
	 Discouraged	 and	 de-
jected,	 Steve	 left	 Nashville	
and	the	country	music	busi-
ness	 for	 a	 couple	 of	 years,	
returning	 to	 Texas	 where	
fate	 would	 eventually	 bring	
him	full	circle	to	yet	another	
working	 relationship	 with	
his	best	 friend	and	onetime	
Nashville	 producer	 Steve	
Hennig.
	 It	 was	 Hennig	 who	
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his	 original	 deal	 with	 Poly-
gram,	and,	 ironically,	 it	was	
Hennig	 again	 who	 helped	
him	land	his	current	gig	with	
the	 Aztec	 Theatre	 classic	
country	music	show.
	 Steve	 had	 started	 re-
cording	again	 in	Texas,	and	
he	 was	 itching	 to	 get	 back	
into	 performing	 when	 Hen-
nig	 and	 his	 new	 business	
partner,	 Rick	 Drury,	 put	
together	 the	 San	 Antonio	
Rose	Live	concept.
	 Everyone	 knows	 the	
magic	 Drury	 performed	 in	
restoring	 the	 historic	 Aztec	
Theatre,	now	a	country	mu-
sic	 show	 case	 with	 one	 of	
the	greatest	sound	systems	
the	world	has	ever	known.
	 “They	 were	 looking	 for	
band	 members	 who	 would	
be	 versatile	 enough	 to	
change	 instruments	 when	
needed,”	 Steve	 Maynard	
said.	 “In	addition	 to	being	a	
great	acoustic	guitar	player,	
Jerry	 also	 plays	 piano,	 and	
he	 is	 a	 great	 bass	 guitar	
player	 as	 well.	 He	 was	 a	
shoo	in	for	the	job.”
	 Both	 Maynards	 have	
cds	 on	 the	 market,	 and	
Steve	now	writes	for	his	own	
publishing	 company.	 He	
sings	 and	 plays	 on	 Jerryʼs	
recordings,	and	Jerry	 recip-
rocates	in	kind.
	 Steve	 sells	 his	 country	
music	 cds	 online	 at	 www.
honkytonkinmusic.com.	 He	
is	 also	 an	 avid	 bow	 hunter	
and	 wildlife	 artist	 who	 will	
soon	offer	his	wildlife	sketch-
es	on	his	website	www.ste-
vemaynardart.com.
	 Steve	 now	 lives	 on	
ranch	 land	 he	 leases	 near	
Burnet,	while	Jerry	still	lives	
in	 their	 hometown	 of	 Lean-
der	the	other	side	of	Austin.	
Steve	 has	 four	 kids,	 Jerry	
has	three.
	 They	 both	 commute	
from	 home	 to	 San	 Antonio	
for	 the	 SARL	 shows	 which	
run	 from	 Fridays	 through	
Mondays.	And	both	consider	
the	Aztec	jobs	to	be	the	best	
they	ever	had.
	 “It	is	what	we	love,”	Jer-
ry	Maynard	said.
	 “It	 is	 what	 we	 have	 al-
ways	 done,”	 Steve	 added.	
“I	have	been	at	 it	since	age	
15.”

him	 confused	 and	 out	 of	
touch	with	 reality	when	he	
regained	consciousness.

	 Those	 who	 didnʼt	
believe	 Boeck	 would	 re-
cover	 from	 these	 injuries	
just	 didnʼt	 really	 know	 the	
61-year-old	Edgar.
	 The	 cobwebs	 have	
cleared	from	his	head,	and	
he	 is	back	on	his	 feet	and	
moving	well,	despite	a	con-
glomeration	of	screws	and	
bolts	in	his	mending	bones.
“There	 is	 still	 some	 pain,”	
Boeck	said,	“but	I	am	con-
trolling	it	with	just	an	Aleve	
tablet	now	and	then.”
	 And	while	he	has	a	bit	
of	 trouble	 making	 a	 few	
turns,	 Boeck	 is	 even	 back	
on	 the	 Texas	 46	 dance	
floor,	dancing	with	first	one	
and	 then	 another	 of	 the	
waitresses	 and	 friends	 he	
and	Rona	met	at	Texas	46.
	 “I	 have	 no	memory	 of	
the	 accident,”	 Boeck	 said.	
“I	 donʼt	 understand	 why	
things	happen	the	way	they	
do,	but	 I	have	faith	 in	God	
as	I	always	have.”

Remembering Randy

	 Ernie	 Garibay	 and	
Cats Donʼt Sleep,	 along	
with	 Sauce	 Gonzalez	 and	
the	 Westside Horns,	 will	
headline	 the	 annual	 holi-
day	 dance	 hosted	 by	 the	
Randy	 Garibay	 Legacy	
Fund.
	 This	 yearʼs	 dance	
will	 be	 from	8	p.m.	 until	 1	
a.m.	on	December	3	at	the	
Blanco	Ballroom	on	Blanco	
Road,	and	other	musicians	
due	 to	 perform	 include	
Randy	Garibay	Jr.,	Adeline	
Cuesta,	 Little	 Roger,	 the	
Sequence,	and	others.
	 Sunny	 Ozuna	 and	
Duke	 Anthony	 will	 each	
receive	a	 lifetime	achieve-
ment	award	at	the	event.
	 Randy	 Garibay	 was	
a	 peerless	 vocalist,	 guitar	
player,	 and	 writer	 whose	
special	style	of	blues	music	
emanated	 from	 the	 west	
and	south	ends	of	San	An-
tonio.
	 The	 dance	 is	 held	 on	
his	 birthday,	 which	 was	
Dec.	3,	1939.
	 Virginia	 Garibay,	
Randyʼs	 widow,	 said	 the	
purpose	 of	 the	 fund	 is	 to	
celebrate	 Randyʼs	 life,	 his	
music,	 honor	 musicians,	
and	 to	 raise	 money	 and	
awareness	 for	 the	 pro-
grams	 and	 projects	 that	
support	 issues	 Garibay	
valued	during	his	life.

And	Aviles	noted	that	Em-
merson	Biggins	lost	Steve	
England,	 its	 original	 steel	
guitar	 player,	 to	 Gary	 P.	
Nunn	some	time	ago.	Eng-
land	has	since	died	of	liver	
failure.	And	an	original	fid-
dler,	 Ben	 Swann,	 is	 now	
a	 jazz	 fiddle	 instructor	 in	
Costa	Rica.
	 A	 strong	 vocalist	 and	
band	 front	 man,	 Aviles	 is	
also	a	 talented	writer	who	
has	 eight	 original	 tunes	
due	 to	 be	 released	 on	
the	 new	 record,	 including	
songs	 like	 18 Wheels--10 
Tons,	 and	 Should Have 
Been a Better Man,	both	of	
which	 have	 received	 sin-
gle	 record	 air	 play	 in	 this	
area.
	 Another	original	on	the	
forthcoming	record	is	Nice 
Guys Sometimes Win,	 a	
recording	 which	 includes	
the	 backup	 vocals	 of	 the	
late	Rene	Alonzo,	onetime	
operator	of	Luxello	Hall	 in	
Bracken	 and	 one	 of	 the	
first	live	music	venue	peo-
ple	to	give	Emmerson	Big-
gins	a	chance.
	 Randy	Rogers,	one	of	
the	 really	 big	 current	Tex-
as	music	troubadours,	first	
encouraged	Aviles	to	start	
playing	and	recording.
	 “I	met	Randy	 in	Uval-
de,”	 Aviles	 said.	 “He	 told	
me	that	I	should	really	get	
serious	and	do	something	
with	my	music.”
	 Aviles	 said	 he	 and	
drummer/vocalist/contrib-
uting	writer	Jessie	Esquiv-
el	 advertised	 for	 a	 steel	
guitar	player	 in	 the	Austin	
Chronicle.
	 “We	 wanted	 to	 play	
every	honky-tonk	in	Texas	
and	 make	 people	 smile	
with	 a	 Fender	 Telecaster	
front	 and	 the	 whine	 of	 a	
steel	guitar	right	there	be-
hind	 him	 picking	 up	 the	
slack,”	 Aviles	 said.	 “We	
were	 lucky	 that	 so	 many	
good	 players	 responded.	
After	auditions	we	chose	a	
fellow	 named	 Steve	 Eng-
land.	England	wasnʼt	 only	
his	name,	it	was	his	home-
land	 as	 well.	 We	 played	
together	 for	 a	 little	 over	 a	
year,	 hitting	 every	 dance	
hall	we	could.
	 “Those	 of	 you	 who	
ever	 played	 with	 Steve	
know	that	he	was	a	stickler	
for	 perfection	 who	 made	
the	 steel	 guitar	 sing	 ev-

erytime	he	took	a	solo.	We	
lost	 Steve	 a	 little	 over	 a	
year	ago,	but	we	are	grate-
ful	 to	 have	 been	 able	 to	
call	him	our	friend,	and	we	
were	lucky	to	have	an	op-
portunity	to	take	the	stage	
with	Steve	England.”
	 At	 about	 the	 same	
time	that	Aviles	hooked	up	
with	England,	 he	was	 be-
friended	by	 the	 late	Rene	
Alonzo,	 the	 Bracken	 Lux-
ello	Hall	operator	who	ac-
companied	 Emmerson	
Biggins	to	an	Austin	studio	
where	they	first	started	lay-
ing	down	tracks	for	what	is	
to	 be	 their	 soon-tobe-re-
leased	first	signature	cd.
	 “He	 loved	 our	 play-
ing,	 and	was	 a	 hell	 of	 an	
acoustic	 guitar	 player	
himself,”	 Aviles	 said.	 “He	
joined	 us	 in	 the	 studio	 to	
do	 some	 backup	 vocals.	
He	 was	 like	 a	 kid	 in	 a	
candy	store.	We	promised	
Rene	 that	 if	 we	 ever	 got	
to	open	 for	Asleep	At	The	
Wheel,	 his	 favorite	 band,	
that	he	would	be	on	stage	
with	us.	Sadly,	Rene	 took	
his	own	life	two	years	ago	
and	wasnʼt	 with	 us	 physi-
cally	when	we	opened	 for	
the	Ray	Benson	band	ear-
lier	this	year	in	Uvalde.	But	
we	know	his	spirit	was	with	
us.”
	 Now	 back	 to	 today,	
and	with	a	sound	engineer	
guiding	 Emmerson	 Big-
gins	 through	 their	maiden	
recording	 process,	 Aviles	
said	a	decision	was	made	
to	alter	none	of	those	ear-
lier	 recordings	 with	 Steve	
Englandʼs	 steel	 guitar	
work	 and	 Rene	 Alonzoʼs	
backup	vocals	on	the	Nice 
Guys Sometimes Win	cut.
	 “It	 was	 either	 leave	
those	songs	as	 they	were	
with	 Steve	 and	 Rene,	 or	
re-record	 him	 with	 new	
musicians,”	Aviles	said.	“It	
was	a	nobrainer.	“As	a	trib-
ute	to	our	friends,	we	have	
left	Steveʼs	masterful	steel	
work	on	Nice Guys Some-
times Win,	 and	 Reneʼs	
backup	 vocals	 on	 the	
same	 tune.	 Reneʼs	 is	 the	
voice	 hollering	 So Right, 
So Right, So Right.”
	 Aviles	said	he	wanted	
to	 thank	both	men	 for	 the	
memories.
	 “We	 lost	 you	both	 too	
soon,”	he	said	of	England	
and	Alonzo.	“We	hope	you	
will	both	be	proud	of	us.”
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Great 
Internet Jukebox

Live Music
On Weekends
Never A Cover

Hours:

BAR HOURS:
Mon. - Fri. 11am- Midnight

Sat. 11am - 1am

KITCHEN OPEN
Mondays thru Thursdays

11 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Fridays and Saturdays

11 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Sundays • Noon - 9 p.m.

Hill Country Fun
Well Worth

The Short Run

Hwy 46

1604

28
1 

N.

14
 m

ile
s

2 mi X
TEXAS

46

(830) 885-4605
Big Dance Floor

Game Room
Dominoes

Horseshoes
Pool 

Electronic Darts
72” T.V.

Sun. Noon - 10 p.m.

DECEMBER 2010

FRIDAYS 7:30-11:30 p.m.

3...................................Jimmy Cribb Band
10.............................................Rusty Nails
17.................................. Lone Star Pickerz

SATURDAYS 8:00-12:30 p.m.

4..............................................Mike Lord 3
11...................................... Good Ole Boys
18..........................................2-Way Street

Every Wednesday 7:30-10:30 Karaoke
Closed Christmas Day

Merry Christmas
from TX46

GRAPHIC DESIGN • WEB DESIGN • PRINTING SERVICESthe trap • 533-3060
4711 PECAN VALLEY • I.D. REQUIRED

“A Rock-n-Roll Tradition Since 1975”

VISA, MASTER CHARGE, AMERICAN EXPRESS, CASH
The Trap Blog–http://caughtinthetrap.blogspot.com/

LIVE IN DECEMBER

www.myspace.com/thetraprocks

3rd......................... Resyn8
4th.........................Spitfire
10th...........................MTO
11th............... The.Offering
17th.................Money.Shot

18th............Higher.Ground
24th.....................Tri.Polar
25th.......................Iron.60
31st........................Spitfire
1st......................... 4-Count

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year

from everyone at The Trap.

- Frank

Frankly Speaking:

My Sentiments 
Exactly!

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
••

••
••

••
••

••
••

••
••

••
••

••
••

••
••

••
••

••
••

••
••

••
••

• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

BROADWAY AMUSEMENTS
Broadway Joe Gonzales

210-344-9672

CLUB OWNERS
MAKE MORE MONEY

Reduce your
credit card expenses

Get a mini bank (ATM) in your club 
at no expense to you

Also:
• Internet Juke Boxes

• VAlley Pool tABles

• electronIc DArts

• VIDeo GAmes




