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February Live Music
9:30 - 1:30 am

Fri  2/03  DIRTY HORSE BAND
Sat 2/04  SHUFFLEBOARD
TOURNAMENT - JUKE BOX 40
Fri 2/10   MUSIC FOR YOUR 

SOUL
Sat 2/11  HEAD-N-OUT
Fri 2/17   THE GROVE FACTORY
Sat 2/18  TEXAS NUTZ 
Fri 2/24   DERRINGER
Sat 2/25  LOOSE CHANGE

Every THURSDAY & SUNDAY
FREE TEXAS HOLD’EM

THURS 8:00 PM  SUNDAY  5:00 PM

COME CHECK OUT OUR
AWESOME DAILY SPECIALS

(Plus those limited time specials listed below)
SOAH TEQUILA - $3.00 DAY / $3.50 NIGHT

SHINER BOCK - DAILY $2.50 
(Open to Close)

SATURDAY BUD BLOWOUT
(Open to 7 PM)

BUD - BUD LIGHT - BUD SELECT $2.00
SUNDAY - SHOCK TOP SPECIAL - $2.50

(Open to close)

MILLER LIGHT & COORS LIGHT $1.75

SPORTS! SPORTS! SPORTS!
7 FLAT SCREEN TV’S

WATCH YOUR FAVORITE
TEAM WITH US

First Saturday of each month - Open at 10:00 am
$2.00 Bloody Mary’s & Screwdrivers - $3.00 Mimosas

Complimentary Breakfast Buffet.
SHUFFLEBOARD TOURNAMENT - 1:00 PM 

490-2651
2250 Thousand Oaks 

(At Henderson Pass behind the Dairy Queen)
Hours: Mon-Sat 11:30 am - 2:00 am - 

Sun - 12 Noon to 2:00 am

FEBRUARY ENTERTAINMENT
FRI. 3RD     FLIPSIDE
SAT. 4th      HIGHER GROUND
FRI. 10th     PROTOTYPE
SAT. 11th    SPIT FIRE

FRI. 17th EVENTIDE
SAT. 18th MINDSEYE
FRI. 24th RADIO ACTIVE
SAT. 25th 4-COUNT

SUNDAY FEB. 5TH 
SUPER BOWL PARTY

FOOD, FUN, FRIENDS 
& FOOTBALL!

NEVER A COVER CHARGE

EVERY day is S.I.N. Day
open / close

15% industry discount

HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY (FEB. 14TH)
FROM US AT BROOKS PUB

3RD MOJO SAVAGE
4TH 4 COUNT
10TH IRON 60
11TH FLIPSIDE

17TH RADIO ACTIVE
18TH DV8
24TH HIGHER GROUND
25TH SPIT FIRE

LIVE MUSIC IN JANUARY

Frankly Speaking - The trap is about to celebrate its 37th an-

niverary in March - (stay tuned for exact date) We have never

been closed one single day in all those years - NOT ONE! We

were the only one open in 1985 for the 13 inches of snow, we

were here in 1979 for a CPS Blackout that lasted 14 hours -

(we used candles and a radio on a goldwing motorcycle). We

opened an hour late for a few funerals. We were here for

every holiday. 

I was sitting around thinking about this accomplishment,

when it dawned on me- are you Fucking Crazy!!!! 

So come by and meet an idiot who doesn’t know 

when to quit!

With Us!

Celebrate
Valentine’s
Here with

Us at 
ROD DOGS!

Come Watch
Super Bowl

Frank...
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Where to find Action Magazine
Northeast

Adrenalin Tattoos
Below Zero
Century Music
Charlie Brown’s
Cooper’s Lounge
Cootey’s
Crazy D’s
Eagle’s Nest Pub
Endless Music 
Fiasco
Finnegan’s
Guitar Center
Hangin’ Tree
Jack’s
Jack-N-Arund
Jeff Ryder Drums
Jerry Dean’s
Knuckleheads
Main Street Bar & Grill
Make My Day
Martinis
Marty’s
Me & C.A.
Midnight Rodeo
Papa’s Bar & Grill
Penthouse

Phantasy Tattoo
Planet K
Rascals
Rebar
Recovery Room
Roadhouse Saloon
Rod Dog’s Saloon
Rolling Oaks 
Sam Ash Music
Scandal’s
Schooner’s
Sherlock’s
Spanky’s 
STATS
Sunset Club
Thirsty Turtle
Waldo’s
Winston’s

Northwest

Alamo Music
Baker Street Pub
Bone Headz
Bonnie Jean’s
Broadway 50-50
Coco Beach
Endless Music

Fatso’s
Hemingways
Highlander
Hills and Dales
Hooz?
J.C.’s Nostalgia
Joe’s Ice
Knave Ultra Lounge
Knuckleheads
Luna
Martini Ranch
Mitchell’s
Nice Rack
Oakhills Tavern
O’Malley’s
Pawderosa
Planet K
Pressure Cooker
Rookies
Whiskeys

Central &
Downtown

Alamo Music
Armadillo
Augie’s BBQ
Aztec Theater

Bananas Billiards
Boehlers
Bombay Bicycle Club
The Cove
Goodtime Charlie’s
Joey’s
Limelight
Luther’s Cafe
The Mix
Olmos Bharmacy
Pigstand
Planet K
Sam’s Burger Joint
Tycoon Flats
White Rabbit

Southside

Brooks Pub
China Grove General
Store
Flipside Record Parlor
Herb’s Hat Shop
Leon’s
Moose Club
Mustang Sally’s
Planet K
Shady Lady

Spurr 122
Texas Pride BBQ
The Other Woman
The Steer
The Trap
Wild Rhino

Bulverde area

Antler’s Restaurant
Exxon, 46 & 281
Honey Creek 
Restaurant
Shade Tree Saloon
Specht’s Restaurant
and Saloon
Tetco, 46 & 281
Texas 46

Helotes

Floore Store
Shorty’s

Kirby

Who Knows
The Pour House

Leon Springs

Chango’s Havana Club

Live Oak
South Paw Tattoos

Selma

Bluebonnet Palace
Deer Crossing

Universal City

Billy D’
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FREE
Texas Hold-em Poker

Thursday at 7 p.m.
and 9 p.m.

We will sponsor pool and dart teams
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God bless John Wayne, Johnny Cash, and Peggy Fikac.
John Wayne was Mr. Testosterone, hero of the silver screen, and a cham-

pion of men whose crashing fists sent many a pusillanimous penis head  to the
deck boards.

Johnny Cash was the man in black whose thundering voice became the
true sound of the South. He was the hero of every man behind bars, and his own
life was a powerful story of recovery and redemption.

Peggy Fikac is the best thing to happen to the San Antonio Express and
News since Charlie Kilpatrick left and Rupert Murdoch sold out to Hearst.

She is the Express and News Austin political correspondent whose flaming
journalistic blow torch has given Rick Perry no rest or respite since the imbecile
from Paint Creek jumped into the Republican presidential race. She is honest and
truthful and relentless, and I like relentless people.

Fikac stands out
With Cary Clack and Scott Stroud gone from the newspaper’s metro sec-

tion, the San Antonio paper has had little to offer in the way of local columnists.
Among O. Ricardo Pimentel and other equally boring metro section hacks, Peggy
Fikac sparkles like a diamond in a goat’s ass.

Fikac knew from the outset what I have known since that cold winter morn-
ing that Kinky Friedman assembled a few friends and fans in front of the Alamo to
call for Governor Rick Perry’s “unconditional surrender.”

Perry has always been a dim bulb with more ego than brains, and how a
gay-bashing, coyote-shooting bullshitter of his ilk ever got elected governor of
Texas in the first place is still hard to fathom. He is a strutting, swaggering Claghorn
who refused to debate his gubernatorial opponents, and who repeatedly spurned
editorial board questionnaires from leading Texas newspapers. 

Kinky Friedman has always been smarter than Rick Perry. I know this to
be a fact, and Fikac probably knows as
much herself. And who would blame Bill White if he never considered a race for
anything in Texas again?  Democrat White is a good man and former Houston
mayor who really had more than hot air to offer his constituents.

Friedman didn’t really entertain any notion that he would be a serious can-
didate for governor when he announced as an independent candidate at that Alamo
appearance.

Joke turned serious
It was a tongue-in-cheek moment for the Kinkster, an opportunity to sell

more books, crack more jokes on the Texas stage, and further promote his dog
and cat rescue ranch near Utopia and his column in Texas Monthly. 

But after his initial announcement, things began to change with Friedman.
There were people out there who wanted to take him seriously, and Kinky began
to realize that Rick Perry was really a bad joke on Texas.

Kinky Friedman is truly a fine person, but his professional comedian per-
sona was too much for him to overcome. Voters never took him seriously, and he
would fall to Perry as did Bill White and numerous others.

With his “oops moment” and other moronic gaffes in  disastrous debates

with candidates in the Republican primaries,  one has to wonder what prompted
Perry to even try.

Wasn’t  he smart enough to avoid debates on the state level with Bill White,
Kinky Friedman, and other candidates for the Texas governorship?

A Perry debate with Kinky Friedman would be enough to give Rick’s wife
Anita an acute case of the shivering hooteygobbles.

Before Kinky got done with Rick, Anita would really have something to
blubber about. And the same would have been the case with a Perry/White de-
bate.

After Perry came crawling home from the Republican primaries with his
tail between his legs, columnist Peggy Fikac chastised the team of loyalists who
helped him achieve an unbroken string of wins in state races over the years.

Rats jump ship
She referred directly to Dave Carney, Perry’s longtime top consultant.
Fikac wrote in her Express-News column:
“Nationally known veterans were brought aboard to try to fix the campaign-

-which became unfixable when Perry ‘oopsed’ his way into debate history by failing
to recall one of the three federal departments he wanted to close.”

According to Fikac, who obviously has a bunch of anonymous sources on
the political front, Dave Carney was fired around Thanksgiving by Joe Allbaugh,
brought into the Perry camp too late and with too little to get the ship righted.

Fikac doubts that Carney would work with Perry again . 
Repudiated and ridiculed from coast to coast, Perry has spent nearly $3

million of the state’s money, disgraced Texas with his moronic debate perform-
ances, and played his Christian religion card in a manner which has led many to
regard him as a phony and a hypocrite.

Rick Perry had no more business using his self-professed Christianity as
a political weapon than preacher John Hagee has to assault motorists on Loop
1604 with that gigantic billboard advertising himself and his Cornerstone Church.

In blazing, garish technicolor, the gaudy barn-sized billboard is as brightly
lighted as anything on the Vegas Strip, and the hog-jowled countenance of the ro-
tund “Pastor Hagee” makes it even more repugnant.

Preacher not needed
Texas motorists don’t need “Mr. Pork Chops”  Hagee staring through their

windshields.
And Texas voters don’t need Rick Perry with his hokey, self-serving evan-

gelical rhetoric, and his hollow claim that Texas has more job opportunities than
any other state.

If the economy is improving, Rick Perry had nothing to do with it. And if we
have an abundance of jobs, it is probably because of the new oil boom in South
Texas, another event not connected in any way to the governor’s office.

Peggy Fikac writes that Perry won’t step down from his gubernatorial po-
sition now that he is back in Texas, and that he hasn’t ruled out the possibility of
again running for governor.

Such a prospect is enough to gag a maggot. Or a coyote.
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By Sam Kindrick
Doblado pero nunca roto.

    Or bent but not broken.
    In either Spanish or English, the
description fits onetime Tejano and
country music superstar Emilio
Navaira.
    He has survived the harrowing tour
bus crash in 2008 which left him
hanging between life and death in a
Houston hospital. Emilio was driving
the bus.
    He suffered brain damage from a
giant blood clot on his head, and sur-
geons repaired  a pseudoaneurysm
in his right lung. 
    Emilio, they said, would probably
die or remain mentally incapacitated
for the rest of his life. 
    He did not die. And although he
still occasionally forgets a few words
to his own hit songs, 50-year-old
Emilio Navaira is back working with
his band Grupo Rio.
    “My first album since the accident
will be released on Valentines Day,”
Navaira said. “It is being produced in
Monterrey, Mexico.”
    I hooked up with the onetime “King
of Tejano” last month at his home
near Von Ormy. 
    Emilio submitted to this exclusive
interview, and graciously invited me
into his home.
    I was accompanied by Joe Carde-
nas, my longtime amigo from Accent
Imaging whose son Dan now does
graphics and composition for Action
Magazine.
    “My home will always be open to
you,” Navaira said. “I welcome this
opportunity to let people know that I
am back. I am grateful to God for my
life and my friends and my fans, and
I feel honored. Never before have I
been interviewed by a writer from any
publication. This is my first.”
    Navaira is a Grammy winner who
recorded with the late Tejano beauty
queen singer  Selina, and who once
edged Selina out for album of the
year at the Tejano Music Awards.
    “Part of me died when Selina was
murdered,” Navaira said. “We
recorded together and performed to-
gether. I was in California at the time,
and I flew straight to Corpus Christi
when told of her death. She was a

special person and a great enter-
tainer.”
    Selina Quintanilla Perez was shot
to death by fan club president
Yolanda Saldivar.
    “Pure jealousy,” Navaira said. “I
believe that was the cause.”
    Emilio has lost a lot. He pleaded
guilty to a second DUI charge and
served a short jail term after being re-
leased from the Houston hospital
where he was treated following the
tour bus wreck. And there were a
couple of drunk driving charges prior
to the wreck, but Navaira tries to
avoid discussing the painful details.
    “I am just grateful to God that I was
the only one seriously injured in the
accident, and that nobody died,”
Emilio said. “I can’t say what actually
caused the wreck. I don’t remember
anything about it. I just know that I
woke up in that hospital  with a brain
that wouldn’t work.”
    Emilio now makes frequent refer-
ences to what he calls his “new
brain.”
    He says his speech has repaired
itself, and that his memory is improv-
ing steadily.
    Emilio’s pretty wife Maru, 30, was
there as Navaira showed us around
the two-story home he built near Von
Ormy almost 30 years ago. The prop-
erty includes 10 acres which backs
up to the bank of the Medina River.
    The home’s den and rehearsal
room is festooned with photographs
of Emilio with the greats of Tejano
and country music, and mementoes
from his tattered career range from a
pool table given him by former Presi-
dent George W. Bush to a guitar he
received from friend and country
music great George Strait.
    An engraved copper plate on the
pool table says: Designed especially
for Emilio Navaira from Governor
George Bush.
    “When Bush started his campaign
for the presidency, he picked me up
in Monterrey in his private plane, and
we did campaign shows in El Paso,
Eagle Pass, Houston and up into Dal-
las and beyond,” Emilio said. “Times
were good in those days.”
    Navaira is well aware of the nega-
tive reaction  which followed a Hous-

In photo above, Emilio Navaira reflects on the brain damage
which caused him to temporarily forget the lyrics to many of his
songs. He credits wife Maru, pictured with him below, for much
of the progress he has made in relauching his tarnished career.

Tejano’s King Emilio
picking up the pieces
after awful bus crash



ton police release following the bus
wreck which said he had a blood alco-
hol content of 0.19, more than twice
the legal limit in Texas.
    “I really can’t say much about re-
ports like that,” Navaira said. “People
will say what they will say. What I do
know is that I lost all of my advertising
sponsors after the accident.
    “I lost Ford trucks, Wrangler jeans,
Stetson Hats, and Tony Llama boots,”
Emilio said. “This hurt, but the loss
also motivates me to really get up and
get at it...really show them that I will
not lie down and give up.”
    The loss of Stetson as a sponsor
was the one Emilio regrets  the most.
    “Stetson always kept me in custom
hats,” he said. “I really love those hats,
and now I have to go out and buy
them.”
    Asked about a new pair of square-
toed boots he was sporting, Navaira
grinned.
    “Yeah, they are Tony Llamas. But
what the heck. I have worn Tony
Lamas all my life, and I guess I will still
get them and pay for them myself.”
    There have been other losses as
well, some personal and not easy to
define or even explain. Emilio’s live
wire vocalist brother Raul (Raulito) is
no longer with the band, a condition
which Emilio lays off to a contractual
disagreement which arose when his
brother signed  some sort of agree-
ment while he was in the hospital.
“Raulito and I got together on Christ-
mas Eve,” Emilio said. “We both cried
a little bit, and we both made every-
thing right. In two years, when Raulito
is free from his current contract, we will
again be working together. He is my
only brother, and I love him very
much.” 
    Asked pointedly if he still drank al-
cohol, Emilio said, “Only a few beers
now and then. Not enough to do
harm.” Asked if he thought alcohol was
any problem for him, Emilio said, “I
don’t believe so.”
    He lists his greatest musical influ-
ences as David Lee Garza of Poteet
and George Strait. Also Ram Herrera.
    “I have always done Tejano in
Spanish and country in English,”
Navaira said. “My new album coming
out on Valentines Day will be all Span-
ish except for one country tune.
    “I am working a lot now in Mexico,
some in California. This is where they
are still paying for Tejano. It’s not doing
well here in San Antonio  and South
Texas.”
    A graduate of McCollum High
School in San Antonio, Emilio went to
Southwest Texas State University in
San Marcos on a music scholarship,
with plans to become a teacher.
    “I stayed in college for three years

before joining David Lee Garza’s Los
Musicales,” Emilio said. “I stuck with
Garza as a lead singer until I formed
my band, Emilio y Grupo Rio.”
    That same year, 1989, Emilio
signed with Columbia Records,
recording more than 15 studio albums,
including several with his own group.
    Between 1989 and  1996, Emilio
had released seven Spanish language
albums with cumulative sales of some
$2-million. And it was during the mid
1990s that he started switching gears
from Tejano to English language coun-
try.
    Hector Saldana, Express and News
Latin Notes columnist who is also
leader of the Krayolas group, said of
Emilio:
    “He has one of those big Caruso-
type voices, very powerful and distinc-
tive. When Selina was at the top of her
career, Emilio was the male counter-
part in the Tejano music field. Both of
them were very big.”
    This success eventually led to
mainstream commercial exposure with
companies like Coca Cola, Wrangler
jeans, and Miller Lite Beer. 
    With Capital Records, Navaira re-
leased his first country single, It’s Not
The End of The World. This record hit
the top 30 on the country charts, and
the ensuing album  made it to 13 on
the country charts.
    In 1997, Emilio released a second
country album, It’s On The House, but
this one didn’t do so well, and then
Navaira started moving back into
Spanish language music.
    “I still do my country stuff,” Emilio
said. “Right along with the Tejano. And
the audiences in Mexico love it.”
    The true good life, and the world of
plenty  Emilio had known during his
dazzling heyday of the 1990s, started
a downhill plunge on the fateful night
of March 23, 2008.
    Emilio, Raulito, and other members
of the group had played a nightclub
known as Hallabaloos in Houston, and
Emilio was driving the tour bus when
it slammed into a set of freeway bar-
rels at 4 o’clock in the morning. 
    Emilio was taken by Life Flight to
Memorial Hermann Hospital where the
blood clot was removed from his head.
His initial treatment included his being
kept in a medically-induced coma and
induced hyperthermia to minimize
brain swelling.
    A March 27th release from the hos-
pital said Emilio had opened his eyes
and moved his arms and legs. 
    From there, it was on to a hospital

rehab unit, and you know most of the
rest of the story.
    Emilio has two sons in their 20s
from his first marriage, Diego and
Emilio. Diego is a drummer, Emilio
plays guitar. Both are in his band.
    And Emilio has three smaller chil-
dren from his current marriage who
live at home in Von Ormy with him and
wife Maru.
    “Maru is from Torreon, Mexico,”
Emilio said. “She manages my band,
handles all of the business. She is the
only booking agent I use. Some peo-
ple were saying that she had filed for
divorce, but we are still together. I
have been with her since she was 16,
and that’s 14 years. 
It seems like Maru and I have been to-
gether all of my life.
    “When I came home from the hos-
pital, I couldn’t remember the words to
my songs. I couldn’t remember any-
one’s name. I remember sitting in
the living room and crying while
Maru played some of my
records. I remember hollering
at her, ‘Who the hell is that?’
And I will never forget her
patience and the way she
sort of led me back
through my own
songs. My new
brain began to
work during
those days.
Lyrics began
to come back.
My fears
started to slip
away. I began
to believe I had
a chance.
Maybe I would
make it back.”
    Times have been
financially tough for
Emilio and his family. The signs are
there at the home near Von Ormy. A
telltale crack in one of the windows, a
swimming pool that is unfilled and
screaming for a maintenance man. 
    “The wreck set me back three
years on my mortgage payment,”
Emilio said. “But they didn’t foreclose,
and I thank God for that. I have caught
up two years, and I hope to pay it off
when I get the new record out.”
    Emilio said his first live performance
after leaving the hospital was at the
Far West Club in Monterrey, a hippo-
drome which contained several thou-
sand screaming fans.
    “I was scared,” Emilio said. “I was
still blanking out on a few of my lyrics,

and I was wondering what in hell I
would do if I just froze up. But there
was no problem. The crowd was made
up of fans who knew every single word
to my songs, and they were all singing
right along with me. They seemed to
know. They carried me right on
through the show, and that’s when I re-
alized that God was looking out for
me.”
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Appearing fit and ready for a comeback in the Tejano music
world, onetime superstar Emilio says loss of sponsors has

only strenghtened his resolve to recapture the magic.
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Cindy’s 50th
   The Brooks Pub
on Lasses and Go-
liad Road marked
its best day ever
for drink sales with
the birthday cele-
bration for the
club’s manager,
popular South
Side bartender
Cindy Bonds.
   It was the big
FIVE O  for Cindy,

a veteran of more
than 25 years on
the South San An-
tonio bistro beat as
she marked her

50th birthday on
December 30.
   Brooks Pub
owners Rob
Brewer and Linda
Reese pulled out
all stops for the
celebration, featur-
ing all kinds of
goodies, including
Barry Hall’s famed
cajun boil, and live
music by two

bands--Fl ipside
and The Toman
Brothers.
   “It  was the best
one ever,” said
Cindy, who might
have had a tear in
her eye as she re-
counted a bartend-
ing career which
has included 10
years at the old Ice
Pick on Goliad

Road, 8 years at
The Trap, 2 years
at The Other
Woman, and 6
years at the
Brooks Pub.
   Cindy, her hus-
band Billy Bonds,
and Linda Reese
have all pulled
managerial stints
at Frank Mueller’s
Trap Lounge in

past years.
   “She has worked
under me, and I
have worked
under her, and we
have been friends
since the begin-
ning,” said Reese.
“I can truthfully say
that Cindy is one of
the finest people I
have ever known. I
have always loved

JAN  05   THURS -  KARAOKE KOUNTRY   7:30-11:30 WITH 
RAFFLE DRAWINGS THROUGHOUT THE EVENING NO COVER

JAN 06   FRI -  COME JOIN US FOR ON OF THE BEST IN TEXAS,
GERONIMO,  AND DANCE FROM 8-12. COVER ONLY $7. FOOD

AVAILABLE ALSO SERVED AFTER 5:30 call 210 651 5812

JAN 12   THURS - KARAOKE KOUNTRY   7:30-11:30  NC.  
FOOD AVAILABLE

JAN  13   FRI  -  CACTUS COUNTRY    8-12    $7  FOOD AVAILABLE
JAN  14  SAT -  AFTERNOON  THE WHOOSITS  2-5PM  NC.  

BURGERS  & NACHOS  FROM 12-6PM
JAN  19   THURS  -  KARAOKE KOUNTRY    7:30-11:30  NC. 

FOOD AVAILABLE
JAN  20   FRI -  THE VINYL  45'S   8-12   $5   FOOD AVAILABLE

JAN  21  SAT -  THE ONE & ONLY, GARY P. NUNN   8-12  $15.
WITH THE LONDON HOMESICK BLUES AND OTHER FAVORITES.

FOOD AVAILABLE, STEAKS AND SHRIMP ENTREES FROM 5:30 -10

JANUARY BAND SCHEDULE

DECEMBER 31ST NEW YEARS EVE PARTY
8:30-1PM, WITH THE VINYL 45'S, SWINGING TO THE OLD
AND THE NEW. WE FURNISH THE PARTY FAVORS AND THE
CHAMPAGNE TOASTS AND IF YOU LIKE, BRING YOUR OWN
BOTTLE TO GO WITH OUR SET-UPS. COVER IS $15. WE ALSO
HAVE A BREAKFAST BUFFET STARTING AFTER MIDNIGHT
FOR ONLY $5. ALSO JOIN US FOR A BLOODY MARY MORN-
ING BRUNCH BUFFET THE NEXT MORNING AFTER 10AM.

CINDY BONDSCINDY BONDS



her, and I always
will.  She truly
knows how to treat
other people. She
treats everyone
the same, the way
she would like to
be treated.”
   Born Cindy
Strasters and
raised in Blythville,
Arkansas, Ms.
Bonds followed her
sister to San Anto-
nio at an early age.
   “My sister was in
the Air Force and
stationed at Lack-
land,” Cindy said. 
   Birthday bashes
for Cindy have be-

come a South Side
tradition at most of
the clubs which
have employed
her, but her 50th at
Brooks Pub was
the biggest.
   “We were
packed all day and
night,” said Linda
Reese. “It was a
wonderful celebra-
tion

Alana Urbano
   The Urbano fam-
ily of San Antonio
has notched yet
another mark on
the local entertain-
ment ladder.
   Alana Urbano,

daughter of well-
known percussion-
ist Urban Urbano,
is in her second
year as the only
drum major yet to
lead the University
of Texas at San
Antonio Marching
Band. 
   “She was
elected drum
major by members
of the band,”
Urban said. “We
are all very proud
of her.”
   Urban Urbano
was in town visiting
last month from
Fort Knox, Ken-

tucky where his
wife  Maj. Peggy
Urbano is sta-
tioned with the
Army.
   “We have five
girls,” Urban said,
“and you know that
we will be back
here in San Anto-
nio soon. Another
year or so. AndI
will be back on the
drums with my
many musician
friends. It’s in our
blood.”
   Urban’s brother

Jay Urbano
formed the original
Smith Brothers
Band with the late
Joe Estes.
   “I am now in the
process of getting
the Smith Brothers
back and rinning,”
Jay Urbano said. 
   S.A. Soccer
   Phi lanthropist
and imagineer
Gordon Hartman
has signed a head
coach and a scat-
tering of players for
his San Antnio

Scorpions profes-
sional soccer
team.
   According to
Hartman, pro-
ceeds from up-
coming soccer
games will help
support the special
needs community
in San Antonio.
   Hartman’s cause
is worthwhile, and
his heart is no
doubt in the right
place, but San An-
tonio is not ready
for pro soccer..

Action Magazine, February 2012 • 11 



• 12 • Action Magazine, February 2012

FRIDAYS 7:30 - 11:30 p.m.
FRI 3RD STEP SIDERS
FRI 10TH KATHY BAUER BAND
FRI 17TH 2 WAY STREET
FRI 24TH BOBBY JORDAN

SATURDAY 8:00 - 12:30 p.m.
SAT 4TH MIKE LORD 3
SAT 11TH MIKE ELLIS
SAT 18TH KARAOKE 

(MIKE’S BIRTHDAY)
SAT 25TH T.K. SWEETFIRE

FEBRUARY 2012

Alan 
Brown
Reads
Action

Here’s what  Brown has to
say about Action  editor

Sam Kindrick:
I have recognized Sam 
Kindrick’s brillance, insight,
and unfettered stance to tell
the truth in any situation since
he worked for the San Antonio
Epress-News. Sam is a word-
smith who turns the written
page into art. He is a great
iconoclast. Sam is a person
that I consider a sounding
board for almost every situa-
tion that life throws at me. I
greatly respect and honor his
friendship and support.

Alan Brown

Alan Brown is a San Antonio
criminal defense attorney who
is nearing  legendary status in
the  State of Texas. Recog-
nized by Texas Monthly as a
‘Super Lawyer’ over the past 5
years, Brown is known for
such legal feats as the acquit-
tal he won in the Johnny Ro-
driguez murder case. The jury
took 30 minutes to come in
with the not-guilty verdict. This
case is but one of hundreds.

It doesn’t take a rocket 
scientist mentality to know

that print advertising, coupled
with full internet coverage, is
the best deal in town. 

So what are you waiting for?

Put your business out there
where people can see it
Advertise in

Action 
Magazine

Since 1975, the most respected and best-read
entertainment journal in South Texas

To advertise call (830) 980-7861
www.actionmagsa.com
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    Sam:
    Just wanted to say HI!
I came across your on-
line site as I was google-
ing old acquittances.  I
was sad to see that Alex
Habeeb had passed,
and  then Ron Houston. 
    Anyway, your article
on his death brought
back memories of the
last morning show at
KEXL with you and Ron,
and myself and my
friend Charlie was there
and Ron kept saying on
the air "It's snowing here
in the station".
    The powder was
flowing that morning!

Not to mention when
you officed right next to
my girlfriend's place at
the massage parlor.
    Then there was the
1976 Willie Nelson pic-
nic at Gonzalez, TX with
Duncan Reynaldo
standing on the counter
at our booth with his dick
in a styrofoam cup
yelling "Cock In A Cup -
50 Cents"  The memo-
ries just keep flowing. 
    I'm surprised I can
remember these things
as with all the mind
changing agents that we
had, it's amazing I guess
we are still kicking.
Seem's like everything is
going good for you and I
am glad to hear of it.
Take care and peace be
with you brother!
    Stanley Smith
    Editor’s note:
    Thanks for the email,
Stan, and thank God for
those statutes of limita-
tion. And peace be with
you also, brother...but I
ain’t copping to any-
thing. And I know that
Ron’s spirit appreciates

your kind words.
    Sam:
    Long time listener
here from KEXL days
when I was at Ft. Sam in
the seventies.
    I met you many times
at shows and bars.I
wonder if you knew Fred
Sfair and his brother
Phil. Fred owned the
Red Baron just off base.I
used to hike out of the
hospital in PJs and
thumb down the hill.
    Fred let me keep levis
in his office. I recuper-
ated from Vietnam and
wound up staying as an
instructor at the Med
Training Center.The
people of San Antonio
were great to me.
    PS: I read your book.
    Cheers. I’m a retired
medic in beautiful and
sunny Florida.  
    Bill (Barnacle Bill)
Feeney

    Sam:
    I just want to let you
know that I totally agree
with how you feel about
the NBA greedbags.
    I won't watch any
more games and was
hoping that nobody
would show up for the
games to bring those
greedy @&>>! to their
knees. 
    I wrote to Greg Sim-
mons and told him how I
felt and never got a
reply. I don't like him ei-
ther. The many fans that
continue to support
them by buying their
merchandise, dig
deeper in their pockets
to shell out the bucks for
a ticket.They are part of
the problem, and I was
so happy when I read
the Sam Kindrick col-
umn mentioning this. I
think Greg Simmons is
ate up.

    Thank you for taking
the time to read this. I
love your articles.
    Sheri Costello
    Editor’s note:
    I hate to break this
miserable news to you,
Sherri, but I am a gut-
less backslider who has
again spoken with
forked tongue when as-
sessing pro basketball
and the San Antonio
Spurs.
    That column you refer
to was written in one of
my fits of insanity and
blind rage. It was
penned during the NBA
lockout, at a time when
it appeared the entire
season had been scut-
tled.
    I railed against the
millionaire players and
the billionaire owners,
and blasted all of the
greedy bastards for pric-
ing the ordinary Joe and

his little kid who couldn’t
afford today’s ticket
prices out of the AT&T
Center.
    I meant every word of
that line, Sheri, and I
truly meant it when I
swore I would never at-
tend another NBA game
so long as I lived.
    Now I must confess. 
    I am back glued to the
TV, again watching NBA
games. I’m sorry to let
you down, Sheri
Costello, but I am obvi-
ously a sick man. I hope
you can find it in your
heart to forgive and
keep reading my arti-
cles. I need all the help
and support I can get.
Maybe a treatment cen-
ter or something.
    And you are right
about Greg Simmons.
He is “ate up.”

NOVEMBER BAND SCHEDULE
Wed Nov 2 @8PM    Open Mike Jam Session

Thur Nov 3 @8PM   Michael Anthony & Texas Nights

Fri Nov 4 @9PM       Bill Ayers

Sat Nov 5 @9PM      Burgundy

Sun Nov 6 @8PM     Karaoke

Mon Nov 7                Big Screen Football

Mon Nov 14              Big Screen Football

Thur Nov 10 @8PM  Michael Anthony & Texas Nights

Fri Nov 11 @9PM     Ray Reed

Sat Nov 12 @9PM    Ranch Rock

Sun Nov 13 @8PM   Karaoke

Wed Nov 16 @8PM    Open Mike Jam Session

Thur Nov 17 @8PM   Cadillac Ranch

Fri Nov 18 @9PM       Chilton Vance

Sat Nov 19 @9PM      Ranch Rock

Sun Nov 20 @8PM     Karaoke

Mon Nov 21                Big Screen Football

Mon Nov 28                Big Screen Football

Thur Nov 24 @8PM   Cadillac Ranch

Fri Nov 25 @9PM       Burgundy

Sat Nov 26 @9PM      Bimbo and Borderline

Sun Nov 27 @8PM     Karaoke

Karaoke Sundays at 8:00

Book Your Party
with us!

Follow us on facebook
and visit us at

www.eaglesnestpub-sa.com

New Hours:
2 PM - 2 AM (Mon - Fri)
12 PM - 2 AM (Sat - Sun)

12130 O’CONNOR RD. 
SATX 78233

‘Texas Hold’em Tuesdays at 7 PM

FEB. 5TH  SUPER BOWL 
SUNDAY PARTY!!!

WATCH THE GAME ON OUR 8’ SCREEN

Ghosts, skeletons, and some bad craziness

2ND CADILLAC RANCH

3RD FELIX TRUVERE

4TH CHRIS SAUCEDO & THE NEW AGE OUTLAWZ

9TH MICHAEL ANTHONY & THE TEXAS NIGHTS

10TH BURGUNDY

11TH JEFFREY CHARLES

16TH CADILLAC RANCH

17TH BIMBO & BORDERLINE

18TH RAY REED

23RD MICHAEL ANTHONY & THE 

TEXAS NIGHTS

24TH LOS TOVARES

25TH CHILTON VANCE

FEBRUARY BAND SCHEDULE
MON - CROWN

TUES - KAMIKAZE
WED - WELL DRINKS

THURS - DOMESTIC BEER
FRI - STARF*CKERS

SUN - JOSE CUERVO

DAILY DRINK SPECIALS

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 

LETTERS TO
THE EDITOR

COME CHECK OUT ONE OF SAN ANTONIO’S NEWEST PUBS.



   The Tobias Classic
Gold Band, a popular
outfit which head-
quartered in the old
Recovery Room on
F r e d e r i c k s b u r g
Road, will holds its
32-year reunion from
5 to 9 p.m. on Febru-
ary 19 in the Fountain
Bleu Banquet Facility
on Poss Road.

   Lead vocalists in
the band were broth-
ers Hector and
George Tobias. 
   Hector played a
unique instrument
called a guitar organ,
while brother George
was the drummer.
   Another percus-
sionist in the group
was Roland Mar-

tinez. On bass was
Henry Carrera, who
has operated Car-
rera’s  Hair Styling at
McCullough and
Russell for the past
30 years.
   A number of vin-
tage musicians will
be on hand for the
event, inclulding
some from the old
Road Apple group
which was formed by

bassist Carrera when
the Tobias band
broke up in 1988
after eight years of
performing.
   Members of the
Carrera-led Road
Apple included Hec-
tor Tobias, Bobby
Rey, the late Randy
Garibay, and Jan
Halsema.
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Scatter Shots Cont. 11

Country star Johnny Bush

What Johnny
Bush says about
Action Magazine: 

I can sum up Action 
Magazine in two words: 
Informative and effec-
tive. 
I not only read Action, 
I also support it. Action
Magazine is San Anto-
nio’s number one en-
tertainment guide.

Johnny Bush

Members of the Tobias Classic Gold Band are
(left-right) Hector Tobias, Roland Martinez, Henry
Carrera, and George Tobias.

TOBIAS REUNION

   This is football country,
and the soccer rage which
has enveloped South
America and much of Eu-
rope will probably never
reach San Antonio and
South Texas.
   Football is Texas, and the
sport is still as great as the
legends it has spawned. 
   Bronco Narguski, Red
Grange, The Four Horse-
men of Notre Dame, and
Slingin’ Sammy Baugh will
never be replaced by
Roberto, 
Claudio and Pele A s k
any music concert pro-

moter who has made the fi-
nancially fatal mistake of
booking even a top draw in
the music industry on a
night when Brackenridge
and Lee might be plaing for
a city championship.
   And while high school
football will outdraw any
other single sporting event
in San Antonio, the Alamo
City still doesn’t have a NFL
franchise.
   Soccer is played in both
elementary and junior
schools because it is good
exercise for kids who lack
the physical talents needed

to make a football, basket-
ball, or track team. On even
a minor league pro level, it
is unrealistic to expect the
ticket-buying public to re-
spond.
   Gordon Hartman’s Mor-
gan’s Wonderland for spe-
cial needs
people is a
w o r t h w h i l e
cause which, ob-
viously, takes
money and a lot
of effort to run
and maintain.
   But a bush
league soccer

team won’t support it, while
a gambling casino would do
the trick.
   If the Kickapoo Indians
qualify, why not the special
needs kids?
   Something to think about.

Indoor 
Smoking
Allowed!
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Buy 1000 color brochures for $224
Get 1000 business cards FREE

Call for details! Graphic design available

Chicken Fried Steak
Juicy Char-Grilled

Burgers
Spicy Catfish

Fish Tacos
Zesty Nachos and

More!
9 Miles North of Loop
1604 off Blanco Road
All New Highway!!

www.spechts.com
830-980-7121

Good
Eats!!!

Specht’s Hours
Monday - Tuesdays Closed

Wednesday 4:00 - 9:00
Thursday 4:00 - 9:00
Friday  4:00 - 10:30

Saturday 11:00 - 10:30
Sunday 11:00 - 8:00

February Live Music

Feb 3   Rusty Martin & Dr. G 
Feb 4   Festus & Malarke
Feb 10  Sylvia, Tracy & Friends
Feb 11  Whipples
Feb 17  The Smith Brothers Duo
Feb 18  Morning Reunion
Feb 24  Jamey Howard
Feb 25  Flying A’s

Every Wednesday 
Jim & Lynnie

Every Thursday, the 
Thursday Music Club

featuring The Whipples

Every Sunday
Open Mic with
Mike Phelan

NEW OWNERS & UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

LIVE MUSIC EVERY FRIDAY 
& SATURDAY NIGHT

FRIDAY NIGHT
3 rd   THE BROTHER MEDINA
10 th   ALIBI
17 th   THE LONE STRANGERS
24 th    TEXAS NUTZ

THUSDAY NIGHT
16 th  MIKE LORD III  - STEAK NIGHT
23 rd  MIKE LORD III  - STEAK NIGHT

FULL BAR COMING SOON

Make your Super Bowl plans now. 
Come watch it here on one of our 

(210) 656-4653

WE NOW HAVE BREAKFAST KITCHEN HOURS 
CHECK OUT OUR NEW MENU. 

SUN - THURS 7:30 TO 11:00 PM 
FRI - SAT 7:30 - MIDNIGHT

SATURDAY NIGHT
4 th   C-ROCK
11 th   DV8
18 th   ELIJAH ZANE & THE 
            EXPERIENCE 
25 th    ALIBI

TUESDAY
28 th    STAN WAYNE BAND

ROLLING OAKS
BAR & GRILL

JUDSON

GREEN MOUNTAIN

16
04

ROLLING OAKS
MALL

FEBRUARY BANDS
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