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HAPPY
HOUR
EVERY

DAY
FROM 

OPEN TO
8PM

Coldest
Beer
and

Hottest
Bartenders

in SA!KAREN KROOSS, GEN MGR

Thursday, starting July 5th

CALL
FOR 

DETAILS!

FREE
Texas Hold-em Poker

Thursday at 7 p.m.
and 9 p.m.

We will sponsor pool and dart teams

AUGUST ENTERTAINMENT
FRI. 3    FLIPSIDE
SAT. 4    LUNACY
FRI. 10  THE Q
SAT. 11  SPIT FIRE
FRI. 17   MADHOUSE

SAT. 18   BLACK THUNDER
FRI. 24   DV8
SAT. 25  CHARLIE BRAVO
FRI 31   MTO
SEPT. - 
SAT.  1  CHILL FACTOR

Drink Specials Everyday in August!
Ask one of our beautiful bartenders for details!

www.brookspub.biz

LIVE MUSIC IN AUGUST

Frankly Speaking - DON’T BLAME ME!!
Don’t forget to vote - So I’ll have some one to blame

for this political mess.
Don’t forget the pray - Most conflicts are religious

and i need to blame these wars on someone.
Don’t use a condom - Over population is one of  

our biggest problems, and I blame it on you!
Don’t forget to work - your taxes support welfare,

so its your fault we have so many lazy bastards.
And don’t forget to drink - so I have enough money

to write this stupid Fuckin’ article.
Frank...

3RD MOJO SAVAGE
4TH 4 COUNT
10TH LIVE WIRE
11TH  FLIPSIDE
17TH HIGHER GROUND

18TH DV8
24TH IRON 60
25TH SPIT FIRE
31ST RADIO ACTIVE &

FLIP SIDE
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Where to find Action Magazine
Northeast

Adrenalin Tattoos
Below Zero
Century Music
Charlie Brown’s
Cooper’s Lounge
Cootey’s
Crazy D’s
Eagle’s Nest Pub
Endless Music 
Fiasco
Finnegan’s
Guitar Center
Hangin’ Tree
Jack’s
Jack-N-Arund
Jeff Ryder Drums
Jerry Dean’s
Knuckleheads
Main Street Bar & Grill
Make My Day
Martinis
Marty’s
Me & C.A.
Midnight Rodeo
Papa’s Bar & Grill
Penthouse

Phantasy Tattoo
Planet K
Rascals
Rebar
Recovery Room
Rod Dog’s Saloon
Rolling Oaks 
Sam Ash Music
Scandal’s
Schooner’s
Sherlock’s
Spanky’s 
STATS
Sunset Club
Thirsty Turtle
Winston’s

Northwest

Alamo Music
Baker Street Pub
Bone Headz
Bonnie Jean’s
Broadway 50-50
Coco Beach
Endless Music
Fatso’s
Hemingways

Highlander
Hills and Dales
Hooz?

Joe’s Ice
Knave Ultra Lounge
Knuckleheads
Luna
Martini Ranch
Mitchell’s
Nice Rack
Oakhills Tavern
O’Malley’s
Pawderosa
Planet K
Pressure Cooker
Rookies
Whiskeys

Central &
Downtown

Alamo Music
Armadillo
Augie’s BBQ
Aztec Theater
Bananas Billiards
Boehlers

Bombay Bicycle Club
Casbeers
The Cove
Goodtime Charlie’s
Joey’s
Limelight
Luther’s Cafe
The Mix
Olmos Bharmacy
Pigstand
Planet K
Sam’s Burger Joint
Salute
Tycoon Flats
White Rabbit

Southside

Brooks Pub
China Grove General
Store
Flipside Record Parlor
Herb’s Hat Shop
Leon’s
Mustang Sally’s
Planet K
Shady Lady
Spurr 122

Texas Pride BBQ
The Other Woman
The Steer
The Trap
Wild Rhino

Bulverde area

Antler’s Restaurant
Exxon, 46 & 281
Honey Creek 
Restaurant
Shade Tree Saloon
Specht’s Restaurant
and Saloon
Tetco, 46 & 281
Texas 46

Helotes

Bobby J’s
Floore Store
Shorty’s

Kirby

Who Knows
The Pour House

Leon Springs

Nueve
Silver Fox

Live Oak
South Paw Tattoos

Selma

Bluebonnet Palace
Deer Crossing

Universal City

Billy D’s
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NEW OWNERS & UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

LIVE MUSIC EVERY FRIDAY 
& SATURDAY NIGHT

JUDSON

ROLLING OAKS
BAR & GRILL

GREEN MOUNTAIN

16
04

ROLLING OAKS
MALL

8 TV’S + BIG SCREEN ON OUTDOOR 
PATIO, 2 POOL TABLES, DARTS 

& SHUFLEBOARD

FULL BAR 
AVAILABLE

13247 BANDERA RD, HELOTES, TX 78237 210-695-4941

ENJOY THE BEST IN OLD FASHIONED HAMBURGERS,
GREAT BEER AND WONDERFUL MUSIC!

AUGUST 2012 BAND SCHEDULE

AUG. 4  MIKE LORD
AUG. 18  LOS TOVARES
AUG. 25  NOW & THEN

NOW FEATURING LIVE MUSIC!

BAND TIME - 8PM - 11PM IN THE BOBBY J’S PAVILION

AUGUST BAND SCHEDULE!
THURDAY NIGHT
2ND DANA & KOREY
9TH DANA & KOREY
16TH MARK MONACO
23RD DANA & KOREY
30TH MARK MONACO

THURSDAY NIGHT STEAK NIGHT

SATURDAY
4TH DJ
11TH TReMMR
18TH CATHERINE DENISE
25TH COOL LIKE ROY

FRIDAY NIGHT
3RD THE NEW AGE OUTLAWS 2
10TH RUBEN V
17TH ALIBI
24TH MARK MONACO
31ST JEFFREY 

CHARLES BAND

NOVEMBER BAND SCHEDULE
Wed Nov 2 @8PM    Open Mike Jam Session

Thur Nov 3 @8PM   Michael Anthony & Texas Nights

Fri Nov 4 @9PM       Bill Ayers

Sat Nov 5 @9PM      Burgundy

Sun Nov 6 @8PM     Karaoke

Mon Nov 7                Big Screen Football

Mon Nov 14              Big Screen Football

Thur Nov 10 @8PM  Michael Anthony & Texas Nights

Fri Nov 11 @9PM     Ray Reed

Sat Nov 12 @9PM    Ranch Rock

Sun Nov 13 @8PM   Karaoke

Wed Nov 16 @8PM    Open Mike Jam Session

Thur Nov 17 @8PM   Cadillac Ranch

Fri Nov 18 @9PM       Chilton Vance

Sat Nov 19 @9PM      Ranch Rock

Sun Nov 20 @8PM     Karaoke

Mon Nov 21                Big Screen Football

Mon Nov 28                Big Screen Football

Thur Nov 24 @8PM   Cadillac Ranch

Fri Nov 25 @9PM       Burgundy

Sat Nov 26 @9PM      Bimbo and Borderline

Sun Nov 27 @8PM     Karaoke

Book Your Party
with us!

Follow us on facebook
and visit us at

www.eaglesnestpub-sa.com

New Hours:
2 PM - 2 AM (Mon - Fri)
12 PM - 2 AM (Sat - Sun)

12130 O’CONNOR RD. 
SATX 78233

AUGUST BAND SCHEDULE

STEAK NIGHT THURSDAYS!

2nd    Freddy Cruz & Noble Outlaws        
3rd     Felix Truvere
4th     Patrick Glenn   
9th     Michael Anthony & Texas Nights
10th   Burgundy
11th   Small Town Habit                           
16th   Cadillac Ranch         

MON - CROWN
TUES - JAGERBOMB
WED - WELL DRINKS

THURS - DOMESTIC BEER
FRI - JACK DANIELS
SAT - HOT APPLE PIE
SUN - STARF*UCKERS

DAILY DRINK SPECIALSTEXAS HOLD’EM TUESDAYS @ 7:00 PM
COUNTRY DANCE LESSONS 

WEDNESDAYS @ 7:30 PM
BIKE NITE THURSDAY

Come and join us for “You Be The Star”
Karaoke Sundays at 9:30 PM

17th   Bimbo & Borderline                        
18th   Mario Flores              
23rd   Freddy Cruz & Noble Outlaws    
24th   Los Tovares                                     
25th   Mark Stewart Band  
30th   Michael Anthony & Texas Nights
31st   Felix Truvere                              
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Dr. Larry Becker’s body had already been picked up by emergency medical
personnel when my wife and I approached the death scene on the Interstate 10 ac-
cess road just north of the Boerne city limits.

Tony Wilson, a friend of ours, was one of the first to reach Becker, a 68-
year-old retired Boerne dermatologist and avid bicyclist who was hit by a northbound
motorist  who failed to stop and render aid.

“I checked the guy for a pulse, and there was none,” said the shaken Wilson.
“Head damage was awful, and his bike was broken in half.”

That was June 28 at about 7 p.m., and the site was aswarm with deputies,
city policemen from Boerne, and state troopers when we passed. They were search-
ing for any scrap of evidence that would link Becker’s death to the person who killed
him. 

Widow’s tearful plea
There were no early leads and Kendall County Crime Stoppers offered

$25,000 for information leading to an arrest and conviction, while Becker’s widow,
Dorothy, tearfully begged for the offender to give himself up.

She got her wish four days later on July 2 when 64-year-old Joseph Gabay
turned himself in.

State Trooper Jason Reyes said Gabay confessed, saying he didn’t know
what he hit. Department of Public Safety investigators matched a paint transfer from
Becker’s bike with Gabay’s red Dodge Ram truck.

Gabay was then charged with failure to stop and render aid involving death,
a third degree felony which is punishable by up to 10 years in prison. 

And here is the rub. 
A valid assumption might be made that Gabay was drunk when his truck hit

Dr. Becker, who was riding with reflective clothing and a blinking red light on the rear
of his bike.

There was damage to the right side of Gabay’s truck, including the wind-
shield, and troopers found part of a whip antennae which had broken off the truck.
It’s hard to imagine a sober Gabay hitting Becker so hard that the doctor’s bike was
literally broken into two halves, and with the offender not knowing “what he hit.”

More serious charge
Had Gabay remained with the dying doctor, and had he failed a field sobriety

test at the scene of the death, the charges he would be facing today would be much
more serious than failure to stop and render aid.

“He would be facing charges of homicide to some degree,” said San Antonio
criminal defense attorney Alan Brown. “But cases like this can be tricky. A lot of fac-
tors figure into them, and I couldn’t comment intelligently on this particular case with-
out having all the facts.”

A sober Gabay may have slammed into Dr. Becker and then run out of sheer
panic.

He could have been texting on his phone when his truck hit the bike.
Brown believes texting causes more fatalities today than drunk drivers.
“For whatever reason,” Brown said, “the driver probably failed to see the bi-

cycle rider.”
If Gabay was drunk, then he avoided an intoxication felony manslaughter

rap which could result in a life prison sentence simply by gutlessly leaving the scene
of his crime. And this is troubling.

This incident brings to mind a high-profile case from the distant past which
also involved a death and  run by the perpetrator whose sobriety was an issue but
never proven one way or another.

I’m referring to the late U.S. Senator Ted Kennedy, whose infamous Chap-
paquiddick incident left a young woman to die in the car Kennedy drove into a tidal
channel on Massachusetts’ Chappaquiddick Island on July 18, 1969. 

Kennedy and Mary Jo Kopechne  had been at a late night party where there
had been plenty of drinking. Kennedy later told investigators he drove into the chan-
nel after accidentally making a wrong turn. 

His sobriety or lack of sobriety was never proven, and Kennedy skated on
a charge of leaving the scene of an accident causing injury. He entered a guilty plea
which resulted in a two-month jail sentence which was suspended.

Death was avoidable
Kopechne’s death could have been avoided. Kennedy told authorities he

and friends dived into the tidal channel in an unsuccessful attempt to save
Kopechne, failing to notify authorities who could probably have saved the young
woman’s life.

John Farrar, the diver who recovered Kopechne’s body and captain of the
Edgarton Fire Rescue Unit, said he could easily have saved Kopechne’s life had
Kennedy notified authorities.

“She didn’t drown,” Farrar said. “She died of suffocation.”
Farrar testified that Kopechne was in an air pocket which finally played out

on her.
“It took her from three to four hours to die,” Farrar said. “I could have had

her out of that car twenty-five minutes after receiving a call, but Kennedy never made
the call.”

Was Kennedy drunk?
Who knows. It was well into the next day before he was to face authorities,

and everyone knows that the Kennedys of Martha’s Vineyard were not exactly
treated like oyster boat deck hands by the authorities.

As it was in  Kennedy’s case on Chappaquiddick Island, there was no one
to testify after the Boerne doctor’s death that Dodge Ram driver Joseph Gabay was
drunk.

There is no state or federal law against being a gutless creep, which Teddy
Kennedy was and which Joe Gabay is. 

Chilling message
The sinister message from it all is this: A drunk driver who runs after hitting

and killing someone will likely face a less serious charge if he waits a few days before
turning himself in to authorities when he is sober. 

Maybe the law should be toughened to make hit-and-run a first degree
felony, drunk or not drunk.

Ten prison years for failure to stop and render aid is a wrist slap compared
to life for intoxication  manslaughter with a motor vehicle. 



• 6 • Action Magazine, August 2012

Talented Texas Artist
Karen Dittmann recalls
visit from the ‘Virgin’

By Sam Kindrick
    Full Tilt Boogie was a San Antonio
music journal which once published and
distributed in juxtaposition with Action
Magazine.
    Creator and editor-publisher of the
“Boogie” was Karen Anderegg Dittman,
a Fredericksburg area native and Texas
artist who rolled into San Antonio last
month for a reunion of sorts with old
friends and former cohorts.
    Karen is an old friend of mine, and
one of the more talented and interesting
people I have encountered through the
years.
    She has survived the post Rodney
King L.A. riots, taught rapist and mur-
derer inmates in the Hawaii prison sys-
tem, and become known the country
over for her shattered glass mosaics of
the Virgin of Guadalupe.
    Her once flaming red hair has turned
gray, but Dittman’s blue eyes sparkle with
a zest for life which has never waned.
    “What a blast the visit was,” said the
66-year-old Dittman. “It brought back so
many good memories.”
    Publisher, writer, graphic artist, portrait
painter and shattered glass mosaic lady
of magic skills, Karen Dittman left her
Kingsland studio near Marble Falls about
a year ago and moved to Dallas to be
near her two grandchildren.
    “But you know me,” she laughed. “I
have a history of moving somewhere
about every six years, and as the kids
continue to grow into their teens I will no
doubt catch the wanderlust again. And
the seed has already been planted in my
mind. Maybe back to San Antonio.”
    In addition to her San Antonio publica-
tion and an impressive local presence in
the field of graphic arts, Dittman went on
to California where she art directed the
R&B Report, a respected music industry
magazine, and from there on to Hawaii
for a college teaching gig and an even-
tual stint as graphics art instructer in one
of the island prisons. 
    Dittman’s Full Tilt Boogie was a music
magazine for musicians and staffed by
musicians, who contributed most of the
editorial copy for the publication. 
    While Action Magazine was focusing
on Willie, Waylon, Jerry Jeff, and the red-
neck rock explosion happening in Austin,
Full Tilt Boogie was giving voice to a
number of local musicians, especially
those in the rock genre.
    “Full Tilt Boogie was born in early
1983,” Dittman recalled. “The message
on our masthead was of musicians, by
musicians, and for musicians. All of the

writers and artists who contributed to the
magazine were from different San Anto-
nio bands. Clubs like Los Padrinos were
very supportive of FTB. And we gave
voice to young writers supporting the
heavy metal scene.”
    Noting that local band members
helped distribute the monthly magazine,
Dittman said, “Our biggest issue was
when we covered the re-opening of the
Apollo Theater in New York City. That
was pretty awesome. We got to go only
because our friend Oliver Stone made it
happen after his father died and when he
inherited the Apollo and a couple of radio
stations.”
    Dittman left San Antonio in 1985 for
California, but her early years are worth
noting.
    She grew up on the Anderegg family
ranch near the tiny ranch and farm com-
munity of Doss, a few miles north of
Fredericksburg.
    “When I wasn’t doing ranch chores, I
was painting, drawing, building, and try-
ing to create,” Dittman said. “I was heav-
ily influenced by my grandfather, Daniel
L. Anderegg, somewhat of an eccentric
artist himself.”
    Dittman left Fredericksburg to attend
Southwestern University in Georgetown
at age 16. She earned a bachelor of art
degree from the University of Houston at
age 19. After college she worked as a
production artist for the Houston Chroni-
cle for two years and then it was off to
Guadalajara, Mexico for three years
while her first husband, William Dittman,
attended medical school, later finishing
at the University of Texas Medical School
in San Antonio.
    Dr. William Dittman, father of Karen’s
two children, is now chief of the radiology
department at Presbyterian Hospital in
Dallas.
    One of  her four husbands, the late
Danny Wong of San Antonio, was an
early love of Karen’s life. Danny was a
jack of many trades who sold jewelry and
other items in San Antonio nightclubs.
She was also married for a brief time to
River City Music owner Morris Kalt. Her
fourth and last husband, San Francisco
radio talk show host Charles Karel
Bouley, has remained her best friend
over the past 20 years.
    “I call him Bouley,” Dittman said. “We
are very close to this day. He is a tremen-
dous talent.”
    Dittman describes her artwork as
“primitive surrealism.”
    After she had knee replacement sur-
gery, Dittman started incorporating bones

in her artwork. Following successful sur-
gery for eyelid cancer, she began a
phase of drawing and paintings that fea-
tures eyeballs.
    But it is Karen Dittman’s shattered
glass mosaics of the Virgin of Guadalupe
which has distinguished her in Texas art
circles for years now.
    Although not a Catholic, Dittman said
the Virgin of Guadalupe visited her in the
form of shattered glass from a busted
mirror.
    “In the middle of the night, a wire
broke on a unique diamond shaped mir-
ror which had a beautifully refurbished
and hand painted frame and was hang-
ing in the bedroom of my high security
condo in Long Beach,” Dittman recalls.
“You can imagine my fright as I heard it
crash to the floor at about 3 a.m. I
jumped up and turned on the light and
saw it on the floor. I carefully turned it
over and, I swear, there she was staring
at me among the shattered shards of
glass. Her face was even there, in the
mottled backing of the broken mirror. I re-
ally knew nothing at all about the Virgin
of Guadalupe at the time, just enough to
recognize her. I spent the next few days
in a frenzy trying to make what I saw per-
manent. I still have that original virgin, in
my studio in Kingsland. She is very prim-

itive compared with my later virgins
where I learned everything I could about
her and did over 60 versions and inter-
pretations over the next few years.”
    Dittman added: “I wouldn’t call it a re-
ligious experience exactly, but it was def-
initely a powerful vision that affected my
art profoundly.”
    The hardest virgins to create, Dittman
said, were the small ones she did on tor-
tillas. The largest is a 7-foot creation she
just finished and is ready to sell.
    Dittman’s San Antonio visit last month
also included old friends Jeanie
(Richards) Rogers, who is married to for-
mer San Antonio Express-News sports-
writer Glen Rogers; Joe Cardenas, who
along with graphics art wizard son Dan
owns and operates Accent Imaging in
San Antonio; and Bill Spence, once a
super-talented San Antonio photogra-
pher who is recognized today as proba-
bly the finest portrait artist ever to work
on the shining beach sands of Hawaii.
    Spence (Dittman calls him Suspence)
was a frequent photo contributor to Ac-
tion Magazine back during our early
years, and he shot the picture of Willie
Nelson and a half-naked damsel which
appeared on the cover of Texas Girl Mag-
azine, the Houston-based girlie maga-
zine for which I once wrote a column.

Former San Antonio artist Karen Dittman
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    Spence also started a regular Action
Magazine pictorial feature called Lone
Star Ladies, and it was his camera
magic that produced the old photo of me
in Mexican sombrero and wolf hide cape
which is used today on Action house ads
promoting our website. And it was
Spence’s photo of Joe Cardenas and I
which inspired the Clinton Baermann
painting tagged Dos Amigos.
    Spence left for Hawaii many years
ago, and it was his influence which
prompted Dittman’s move  to paradise.
That and her near-death experience in
the L.A. Hood when riots broke out.
    Spence was on hand for the visit last
month because he was in San Antonio
for the purpose of gathering commis-
sions from wealthy residents who
wanted portraits painted.
    Dittman said, “I moved to Hawaii in
1992, shortly after the L.A. riots which
impacted my graphics company. I hated
driving through tank infested burned out
neighborhoods to work. It was surreal as
it felt like I was in some third world coun-
try. That neighborhood, Sauson and
Crenshaw, was known as the Hood. I
was driving home through the hood
when the Rodney King verdict came in
and during that long incredible drive
home, I watched Los Angeles begin to
burn. It was scary.”
    Dittman and Bill Spence were friends
when the two lived in San Antonio, and
Karen’s first vacation trip to Hawaii was
largely for the purpose of visiting Spence
and his wife Debbie.
    “I later moved to Hawaii to take a po-
sition as graphic design instructor at
Denver Business College,” Dittman said.
“The college grew, and the name was
changed to Commonwealth International
University as I moved up to become
dean of students.”
    Dittman admits that her main reason
for moving to Hawaii was just to be in
paradise.
    “It is super expensive,” she said.
“Most people can’t make it on just one
job. I needed more than just my teaching
job at the college, and that’s what
prompted me to answer a newspaper ad
for a graphic design instructor at Halawa
Correctional Facility.”
    The prison job turned out to be what
Dittman describes as one of the most
educational and inspiring times of her
life.
    “I was teaching a bunch of convicts
who were in for murder and rape,” she
said, “but the inmate art was incredible.
It’s very raw, very honest, and about the
only problem I encountered in the job
was theft of ink by the inmates.”
    She finally figured it out. They were
stealing the ink for tattoos, and con-
structing tattoo guns from parts stolen
from old adding machines, and it was
here that Dittman first became interested
in tattoo art.
    She said:

    “I became interested in tattoos while
teaching in the Hawaii prison system. I
wanted to get a tribal band of some sort
but one of the native Hawaiian women
teachers there said I was not entitled to
something ethnic like that, I should look
to my own roots. That made sense. So
one of my students there designed a
band for me of things I liked, a
bitmapped (jagged edged) black cat to
symbolize the beginning of computer art,
covered with circuitry. I carried this little
drawing around in my purse for almost 8
years before I actually committed to my
skin. I revised it over the years until it be-
came my first tattoo on my ankle. After
that, one of our friends' cousins worked
in this wonderful Tattoo shop in Escon-
dido called Art Throb, run by Eva
Phoenix, an artist of some renown. Over
the years we had a lot of fun there and
got a lot of ink. I designed my own and
many of my friends' tattoos, including a
full back tattoo of the Virgin of
Guadalupe.  My next tattoo was a pais-
ley that incorporated a peace sign,
women's equality symbol and the Apple
logo (the apple with a bite out of it sym-
bolizes knowledge) over my heart...
peace and equality through knowledge.
I have additional paisleys made of cir-
cuitry surrounding it. I have a pixelated
heart on my left arm, hard to get some-
one to do that. It turned out pretty cool...
because it is pixelated you have to see
it from afar to recognize it as a heart. I
have a brain on the back of my neck, di-
vided into a left brain/right brain design,
the left side being logic boards and the
right side more creative and flowing. I
would use this tattoo a lot as a visual aid
while teaching through the years as usu-
ally 95% of my students had ink. I still
feel like I need just a little more ink, but
haven't found a place here yet.

    Upon returning to California, she im-
mediately resumed teaching, and in
2001, Dittman was commissioned to do
two large oil portraits of California radio
talk show personalities Karel (the last
husband) and Andrew.
    Her return to the Texas Hill Country
came in 2006 when she opened a studio
in Kingsland near Marble Falls, and
started showing her art in the Goldstein
Gallery in Johnson City and in her home-
town of Fredericksburg. 
    Dittman still has the Kingsland prop-
erty which she rented out last August
when she moved to Carrollton to be near
grandchildren Hannah, 9, and Will, 7,

kids of son Jacob Dittman and his wife
Amy. Jacob works for the computer tech-
nology corporation Oracle. 
    Dittman’s other son is Jeremy
Dittman, MD and PhD, who lives in New
York with wife Anmay and teaches at
Cornell Medical School. 
    “I will hang close to the grandkids for
now,” said Dittman, allowing as how
grandchildren make the aging process
worth it. “But my history is dotted with
moves every six years or so, and I really
had a lot of fun with you guys in San An-
tonio last month. I think the seed has
been planted in my mind.”

Old friends reunited. From left: Joe Cardenas, Karen Dittman, & Bill Spence.

Dittman with former running mate Jeanie Richards Rogers

Dittman Art On Page 8
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The Eclectic Creations of
Karen Dittman
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Houston to Hall
     It’s official now.
     Legendary disc jockey Ron
Houston has been posthu-
mously selected for the Texas
Radio Hall of Fame.

     Ron’s widow Sheryl was
notified last month that Hous-
ton’s official induction will be
this fall in San Antonio. 
     Exact date, time, and loca-
tion for the awards ceremony

will be announced soon, ac-
cording to Liz Patrenella, one-
time San Antonio radio
employee who has been keep-
ing close tabs on the forthcom-
ing inductions.
     Ron Houston was one of
those rare DJs of yesteryear
who actually discovered stars
in their professional infancy.
     While at KNUZ in Houston,
he became one of the first DJs
to play a Willie Nelson record
after Willie handed him the
vinyl single. And later, at San
Antonio’s KTSA, Houston was
knuckle rapped by manage-
ment for playing the little-
known redhead from Abbott,
Texas. And he was further
chastised for playing a demo
record by a little-known three-
piece group known then as
The Moving Sidewalk.

     The world was soon to rec-
ognize this little trio which be-
came ZZ Top.
     Other San Antonians to be
inducted this fall are the late
George Cooper, a jock who
worked stations KBOX,
KONO, and KULF, and Rex
Tackett, manager of stations
KTSA, WOAI, KAJA, and the
legendary outlaw rocker KEXL.
     Ron Houston took a $500
per month salary reduction
when he quit KTSA to work a
morning drive air shift on out-
law KEXL, drawn by a free for-
mat which allowed him to pick
and choose the recording
artists he wanted to play.
     While Sweet Michael
Boykin was the first KEXL jock
to play Jackson Brown, Hous-
ton was introducing the world
to Willie, Charlie Daniels, and

hometown favorites Doug
Sahm, Augie Meyers, and the
Sir Douglas Quintet. 
     While at KEXL, Houston
worked his morning drive shift
with Action editor-publisher
Sam Kindrick, who was loosely
referred to as an alternative
news director. And we affec-
tionately referred to station
manager Rex Tackett as “Tex
Racket.”
     In a 1985 Action article on
Houston, he was praised for
his smooth delivery which
rolled like melting butter on a
hot car hood. And he was also
cited for his professional in-
tegrity.
     He believed in helping the
struggling and talented un-
knowns, and he always said he
would play nothing but upbeat
music.

     “Even a sad song can be
upbeat,” he often said. “You
just have to listen for it.”
     Houston’s radio career
began at KMAL in Karnes
County, his home stomping
grounds. He has worked at
KRIO in McAllen, KEYS in Cor-
pus Christi, the New Braunfels
station managed by the late
Steve Coffman, and San Anto-
nio stations which included
KTSA, KBUC, KEXL, KFAN
and KMAC, not necessarily in
that order.  
     Houston and Action editor
Kindrick were best friends, and
Ron was an unrepentant friend
of San Antonio bad boy Bunny
Eckert, who is presumed dead
after mysteriously disappear-
ing from the local scene.
     Eckert was born on Valen-
tine’s Day, and prior to many a

February, Ron would beseech
us for a “Happy Birthday,
Bunny” line in Action Maga-
zine.
     Not exactly a popular
stance, but Houston never
apologized for his close friend-
ship with the controversial po-
lice character. 
     Ron died from a massive
heart attack on Oct. 7, 2009. 
     To view a Sam Kindrick col-
umn on Ron Houston go to ac-
tionmagsa.com and click on
“Recent Columns.”
     And stay tuned for exact in-
formation on the upcoming
awards ceremony.

Sauce Benefit
     Musician friends of key-
board specialist Arturo (Sauce)
Gonzalez are rallying to raise
medical expenses for the vet-
eran member of San Antonio’s

Ron Houston

KARAOKE EVERY WEDNESDAY AND SATURDAYWITH LARRY AND MADONNA BEST KARAOKE SHOW IN SAN ANTONIO!
Make My Day Super Saturday 8/4th at 2 Pm

Bill Dewberry and the 

H A N G I N ’  T R E E  S A L O O N
The Fun Place to Relax. A Real Authentic Texas Saloon

A U G U S T  B A N D  S C H E D U L E
OPEN 10AM DAILY • NOON SUNDAY • BRACKEN, TX

Now that you’ve found Luckenbach, where the heck is Bracken?
Also Great Food at Kenny’s Kitchen!

August    2   Thurs   Karaoke  Kountry  7:30-12pm  nc 
August    3   Fri        The Countrymen   8-12pm  $5 cover 
August   4   Sat        No band.  Free jukebox  7-1am
August   9   Thurs    Karaoke Kountry   7:30-12pm
August   10  Fri        Two Way Street   8-12   $5cover
August   11  Sat       The Whoosits  2-5pm   nc  
August   16  Thurs   Karaoke Kountry  7:30- 12pm nc
August   17  Fri        Matt Toon & Byron Zipp & band  8-12pm $5  
August   18  Sat       No band. Free Jukebox 7-1am
August   23  Thurs   Karaoke Kountry  7:30-12pm  nc
August   24  Fri        Vinyl 45'S   8-12pm   $5 cover 
August  25  Sat        No band. Free jukebox  7-1am
August  26  Sun       Dos Vatos Locos   4-7pm  NC 
August  30  Thurs     Karaoke Kountry  open  7:30- 12pm  nc
August  31  Fri          The great Geronimo  8-12   $7 

Hosted by Mike Ellis - Starts at 9:30 p.m.
featuring Jackie Huddle

FABULOUS FUNTONES JAM
EVERY FRIDAY & SUNDAY

Corner of Perrin-Beitel & Thousand Oaks
Open at 7A.M.

MAKE MY DAY LOUNGE

FREE BUFFET EACH FRIDAY
NEWS & SPORTS TICKER

FREE HOT DOGS EVERY DAY
CABLE TV, DARTS & FREE POOL

Pro Jam Every Thursday
Hosted by Bobby Beal  Starts at 9:30PM

210-655-6367



Westside Horns.
     Sauce is suffering from
fourth-stage kidney failure, and
friend Gibby Escobedo says
that is not all that’s wrong.
     “He is just one step away
from dialysis, and he has back
and knee problems as well,”
Escobedo said. “The medical
costs have been piling up.”
     A benefit concert for Gon-
zalez, titled Summer All-Star
Oldies Dance, will be from 6

p.m. until midnight on August 5
at Pueblo Hall, located at 3315
Northwestern.
     The gate donation charge
is $10, and featured guests for
the show and dance include
Ruben Ramos, Joe Bravo, Lit-
tle Henry and  The Tribute
Band, Larry Lang and his
Lonely Knights, Sauce and the
Westside Horns, Ernie
Garibay, Little Roger, Jesse
(Chuy) Gonzales and Latin
Heat, Canela Band, Wilbert
Beasley and Body and Soul,
Rocky Hernandez and the
OBG Band, Gilbert Ortiz Y
Sensacion Band, Los Her-
manos De Leon, and others. 
     The project is being pre-
sented by MG Productions. For
more information, call Gibby
Escobedo at (210) 831-5034,

or Moy Anguiano at (210) 849-
5542.

David Allan Coe
     Texas Pride owner Tony Ta-
lanco begins his usual fall
lineup of name acts with David
Allan Coe on September 1.
     The Mysterious Rhinestone
Cowboy goes over big at the
big barbecue and live enter-
tainment hippodrome near Ad-

kins on East Loop 1604.
     Following Coe will be
Johnny Rodriguez, always a
huge draw at Texas Pride.
     “It’s not confirmed yet, but I
believe we will have Johnny in
October,” Talanco said. “We
should have a date and time
for Rodriguez in early Septem-
ber.”

Kinky Dog Tour
     Kinky Friedman’s 5-city
tour to raise money for the
Utopia Animal Rescue Ranch
will wind up Sunday August 19
at Sam’s Burger Joint in San
Antonio.
     America’s Jewish trouba-
dor will be singing such Fried-
man classics as They Ain’t
Makin’ Jews Like Jesus Any-
more and Ride ‘Em Jewboy,

and he will be packing many
copies of his popular book, He-
roes of a Texas Childhood.
     Another work he may
showcase include a well-re-
ceived new book with Billy Bob
Thornton titled The Billy Bob
Files--A Cave Full of Ghosts. 
     Friedman has yet another
book due for print in October
he wrote with Willie Nelson, ti-
tled Just As I Am.

     In other news, rising coun-
try star Jesse Dayton is releas-
ing an album of Kinky tunes,
and a Russian movie company
has started filing one of Kinky’s
books, details to be released at
a later date.
     In addition to his musical
performance at Sam’s, Fried-
man will render a special book
reading after introducing his
new Kinky Friedman Man In
Black brand tequila.
     Kinky’s old sidekick and
member of his original Texas
Jewboys Band, comic and key-
board player Little Jewford, will
open the show.
     All proceeds from the tour
will go to care for dogs at the
Utopia rescue ranch, a project
that Friedman started. 
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AUGUST BANDS
3RD
5TH
7TH
12TH
14TH
17TH
19TH
21ST
25TH
26TH
28TH

EXIST 314, ($5 COVER) 8PM
NELSON BROYAL BLUES BAND, 2-6PM
BLUE NOTES, 7PM
SOUL SHAKERS, 2-6PM
NICK LAWRENCE, 7PM
SOUL SAUCE, ($5 COVER) 8PM
BO PORTER, 2-6PM
LLOYD BONHAM, 7PM
ANNUAL FISHER HOUSE BENEFIT
BEAR & FRIENDS, 2-6PM
BONNIE LAND BANK, 7PM

Kinky Friedman

Sauce Gonzales

David Allan Coe
cont. pg 14

AUG 1   07:30pm Jim Thomas 

AUG 2   07:30pm Green Tweed 

AUG 3   08:00pm MFS - MUSIC FOR YA SOUL 

AUG 4   08:00pm Down For The Count 

AUG 5   06:30pm SUNDAY TUNECASE with Claude "Butch" Morgan 

AUG 6   06:00pm BAR-B-Q & BEER MONDAYS  

AUG 8   07:30pm Jim Thomas 

AUG 9   07:30pm Green Tweed 

AUG 10 07:00pm Lesti Huff Band 

AUG 11 08:00pm Los #3 Dinners 

AUG 12 06:30pm The L&M's 

AUG 13 06:00pm BAR-B-Q & BEER MONDAYS 

AUG 15 07:30pm Jim Thomas 

AUG 16 07:30pm Green Tweed 

AUG 17 08:00pm Evolution 

AUG 18 08:00pm 12 Gauge 

AUG 19 06:30pm SUNDAY TUNECASE with Jimmy Spacek 

AUG 20 06:00pm BAR-B-Q & BEER MONDAYS 

AUG 22 07:30pm Jim Thomas 

AUG 23 08:00pm Lesti Huff Band 

AUG 24 TBD

AUG 25 08:00pm Ron Rose and Friends 

AUG 26 06:30pm The L&M's 

AUG 27 06:00pm BAR-B-Q & BEER MONDAYS 

AUG 29 07:30pm Jim Thomas 

AUG 30 07:30pm Green Tweed 

AUG 31 08:00pm The BlueBucks 

Burger Joint and Live Music He
adquarters
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Whether these changes are
good or bad depends in part on
how we adapt to them. But,
ready or not, here
they come.
   The  Post Office.  Get ready
to imagine a world without the
post office.  They are so deeply
in financial trouble that there is
probably no way to sustain it
long term.  Email, Fed Ex, and
UPS have just about wiped out
the minimum revenue needed
to keep the post office alive.
Most of your mail every day is
junk mail and bills.   
   The Check.   Britain is al-
ready laying the groundwork to
do away with checks by 2018.
It costs the financial system bil-
lions of dollars a year to
process checks.  Plastic cards
and  online transactions will
lead to the eventual demise of

the check.  This plays right into
the death of the post office.  If
you never paid your bills by
mail and never received them
by mail, the post office would
absolutely go out of business. 

The  Newspaper.  The
younger generation simply
doesn't read the newspaper.
They certainly don't subscribe
to a daily delivered print edi-
tion.  That may go the way of
the milkman and the laundry
man.  As for reading the paper
online, get ready to pay for it.
The rise in mobile Internet de-
vices and e-readers has
caused all the newspaper and
magazine publishers to form
an alliance.  They have met
with Apple, Amazon, and the
major cell phone companies to
develop a model for paid sub-
scription services. 

   The Book.  You say you will
never give up the physical
book that you hold in your hand
and turn the literal pages.  We
said the same thing about
downloading music from
ITunes. We wanted my hard
copy CD.  But we quickly
changed our minds upon dis-
covering that we could get al-
bums for half the price without
ever leaving home to get the
latest music.  The same thing
will happen with books.  You
can browse a bookstore online
and even read a preview chap-
ter before you buy.  And the
price is less than half that of a
real book.  And think of the
convenience!  Once you start
flicking your fingers on the
screen instead of the book, you
find that you are lost in the
story, can't wait to see what

happens next, and you forget
that you're holding a gadget in-
stead of a book. 
   The Land Line Telephone.
Unless you have a large family
and make a lot of local calls,
you don't need it anymore.
Most people keep it simply be-
cause they've always had it.
But you are paying double
charges for that extra  service.
All the cell phone companies
will let you call customers using
the same cell provider for no
charge against your minutes 
  Music.  This is one of the

saddest parts of the change
story.  The music industry is
dying a slow death.  Not just
because of illegal download-
ing.  It's the lack of innovative
new music being given a
chance to get to the people
who would like to hear it.
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They can change everything but our minds

SATURDAY 8:00 - 12:30 p.m.
4TH KEEN COUNTRY BAND
11TH THE STEP SIDERS
18TH LESLIE BROOKS & FULL HOUSE
25TH MO’DEL’S

AUGUST BANDS 2012

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK
www.facebook/txs46

WITH MIKE LORD

FRIDAYS 7:30 - 11:30 p.m.
3RD MATT TOON & BYRON ZIPP
10TH RICKY ADAMS BAND
17TH 2 WAY STREET
24TH T. KAYE. & SWEETFIRE
31TH BOBBY JORDAN & RIDGECREEK

continues page 14



continues from pg 13
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4922 Rigsby  648-9242
9 a.m. til 6 p.m. 

Tuesday thru Friday
Saturday 9 a.m. til 4 p.m.

Indoor 
Smoking
Allowed!

Greed and  corrup-
tion is the problem.
The record labels
and the radio con-
glomerates are sim-
ply self-destructing.
Over 40% of the
music purchased
today is "catalog
items," meaning
traditional music
that the public is fa-
miliar with.  Older
established artists.
This is also true on
the live concert cir-
cuit.  To explore this
fascinating and dis-
turbing topic further,
check out the book,
"Appetite for Self-
Destruction" by
Steve Knopper, and
the video documen-
tary, "Before the
Music Dies."   
   Television.  Rev-
enues to the net-
works are down
dramatically.  Not
just because of the
economy.  People
are watching TV
and movies
streamed from their
computers.  And
they're playing

games and doing
lots of other things
that take up the
time that used to be
spent watching TV.
Prime time shows
have degenerated
down to lower than
the lowest common
d e n o m i n a t o r .
Cable rates are
skyrocketing and
commercials run
about every 4 min-
utes and 30 sec-
onds.     
   The "Things"
That You Own.
Many of the very
possessions that
we used to own are
still in our lives, but
we may not actually
own them in the fu-
ture.  They may
simply reside in "the
cloud."  Today your
computer has a
hard drive and you
store your pictures,
music, movies, and
documents.  Your
software is on a CD
or DVD, and you
can always re-in-
stall it if need be.
But all of that is
changing.  Apple,
Microsoft, and
Google are all fin-
ishing up their latest

"cloud services."
That means that
when you turn on a
computer, the Inter-
net will be built into
the operating sys-
tem.  So, Windows,
Google, and the
Mac OS will be tied
straight into the In-
ternet.  If you click
an icon, it will open
something in the In-
ternet cloud.  If you
save something, it
will be saved to the
cloud.  And you
may pay a monthly
subscription fee to
the cloud provider.
In this virtual world,
you can access
your music or your
books, or your
whatever from any
laptop or handheld
device.  That's the
good news. But, will
you actually own
any of this "stuff" or
will it all be able to
disappear at any
moment in a big
"Poof?"  Will most
of the things in our
lives be disposable
and whimsical?  It
makes you want to
run to the closet
and pull out that
photo album, grab a

book from the shelf,
or open up a CD
case and pull out
the insert.   
   Privacy.  If there
ever was a concept
that we can look
back on nostalgi-
cally, it would be
privacy. That's
gone.  It's been
gone for a long time
anyway.  There are
cameras on the
street, in most of
the buildings, and
even built into your
computer and cell
phone.  But you can
be sure that 24/7,
"They" know who
you are and where
you are, right down
to the GPS coordi-
nates, and the
Google Street View.
If you buy some-
thing, your habit is
put into a  zillion
profiles, and your
ads will change to
reflect those habits.
And "They" will try
to get you to buy
something else.
Again and again.   
   All we will have
that can't be
changed are Mem-
ories. 

Country star Johnny Bush

What Johnny
Bush says about
Action Magazine: 

I can sum up Action 
Magazine in two words: 
Informative and effec-
tive. 
I not only read Action, 
I also support it. Action
Magazine is San Anto-
nio’s number one en-
tertainment guide.

Johnny Bush



16x20 Color Reproduction

The world famous painting “Dos Amigos” created in the mid 70’s by renowned western 
artist Clinton Baermann is available once again in limited color lithographs.  After being 
lost for more than 30 years these prints are in remarkable shape. $75 per print plus $10 
shipping & handling + tax. Credit cards accepted.

Accent Imaging
10930 Wye Drive • San Antonio, TX 78217  •  

(210) 654-9555 • (888) 824-7225 • www.accentsa.com

Limited Amount Remaining

The Award Winning painting “Dos Amigos”  is now
available in a new size 12x16. For a limited time only

$20
Only In Full Color

The world famous painting “Dos Amigos” created in the mid 70’s by renowned western
artist Clinton Baermann is also available in its original lithrograph size as well. After being

lost for more than 30 years these 16x20 prints are in remarkable shape. $75 per print
plus $10 shipping & handling + tax. Credit cards accepted.

Accent Imaging
10930 Wye Drive • San Antonio, TX 78217 •

(210) 654-9555 • (888) 824-7225 • www.accentsa.com

AUGUST Live Music
9:30 - 1:30 am

FREE BINGO
EVERY TUESDAY AT 7:30PM

COME ON OUT AND JOIN THE FUN - 
CASH WINNERS

SPORTS! SPORTS! SPORTS!
7 FLAT SCREEN TV’S

WATCH YOUR FAVORITE
TEAM WITH US

First Saturday of each month - Open at 10:00 am
$2.00 Bloody Mary’s & Screwdrivers - $3.00 Mimosas

COMPLIMENTARY BREAKFAST BUFFET

Every Thursday & Sunday
FREE TEXAS HOLDEM’

Thur 8pm / Sun 5pm

2250 Thousand Oaks (At Henderson Pass behind the Dairy Queen)
Hours: Mon-Sat 11:30 am - 2:00 am -  Sun - 12 Noon to 2:00 am

NEVER A COVER
CHARGE

EVERY day is 
S.I.N. Day

Open / Close
15% industry discount

WOLFPAK
SHUFFLEBOARD TOURNEY
BLOODY MARY BREAKFAST 10AM
ALIBI
HEAD-N-OUT
WILBERT BEASLEY
SCRATCH
COUNTRY CROSSROADS
DV-8
C-ROCK

FRI 3
SAT 4

FRI 10
SAT 11
FRI 17
SAT 18
FRI 24
SAT 25
FRI 31

AUGUST DAILY SPECIALS
CHECK OUT OUR AWESOME

DAILY DRINK SPECIALS
SOAH TEQUILA - $3.00 DAY / NIGHT

SHINER BOCK - DAILY $2.50
Open to Close
BECKS - $3.00

STELLA ARTOIS - $3.25
SUNDAY - TEXAS TWOSOME

LONE STAR - LONE STAR LT - $2.00

AUGUST SPECIAL - TITO’S SUMMER 
SIPPERS $3.00 OPEN TO CLOSE

Action Magazine, August 2012 • 15

Chicken Fried Steak
Juicy Char-Grilled

Burgers
Spicy Catfish

Fish Tacos
Zesty Nachos and

More!
9 Miles North of Loop
1604 off Blanco Road
All New Highway!!

www.spechts.com
830-980-7121

Good
Eats!!!

Specht’s Hours
Monday - Tuesdays Closed
Wednesday 4:00 - 9:00
Thursday 4:00 - 9:00
Friday  4:00 - 10:30

Saturday 11:00 - 10:30
Sunday 11:00 - 8:00

August Live Music

GENUINE 
TEXAS 

LANDMARK

Aug 3
Aug 4
Aug 10
Aug 17
Aug 18
Aug 24

Aug 25
Aug 31

Rusty Martin and Dr. G
Jeff Crisler
Sylvia and Tracy
The Whipples
Kenny Spears
Austin Ladd Roberts &
Patti Parnell
Morning
Acquiesce

Every Wednesday 
Jim & Lynnie

Every Sunday 
Open Mic with Mike Phelan

Aug 6, 11, 18, 29, 30 
Jerry Kirk
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