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ROD DOGS
HALLOWEEN

PARTY
WEDNESDAY

OCT 31ST
BE HERE FOR
A HOWLING
GOOD TIME.

Coldest
Beer
and

Hottest
Bartenders

in SA!KAREN KROOSS, GEN MGR

2617 Wagon Wheel Dr.

Thursday Nights

CALL FOR 
DETAILS!

OCTOBER ENTERTAINMENT
FRI. 5TH  FLIPSIDE
SAT. 6TH  CHARLIE BRAVO
FRI. 12TH  MADHOUSE
SAT. 13TH  SPITFIRE

FRI. 19TH   CHILL FACTOR
SAT. 20TH  HEAD TRIP
FRI. 26TH  HIGHER GROUND
SAT. 27TH HALLOWEEN PARTY

Come Join Us at Brooks Pub on 
October 27th

for our HALLOWEEN PARTY!

Keep connected with Brookspub.biz and 
Brooks Pub on Facebook for upcoming Events.

Also check our Marque out front.
Don’t Miss Out!

Happiest Hours: Noon - 3PM • $1.75 Domestic Beer + Well Drinks
Daily Drink Specials Everyday! Ask one of our beautiful 

bartenders for details.

Just Arrived
Golden Tee 2013

First in San Antonio

914 Burr Rd.    (210) 822-2427

Find out when Lestie Huff, Dub Robinson, Karen Wells, 
Top Shelf, Jerry Bailey and Blue Note Ringos are performing... 

Check out Patty Lou’s Restaurant on Facebook.

LIVE MUSIC, 
Great Food 

Where the Beer is 
Always COLD 

and the Food and Music
are HOT-HOT-HOT

Hooah cards now available - Veteran owned
Buy 5 burgers--get the Sixth one FREE

Watch for our Pinup Calender!

OCT. Live Music
NO COVER - 9:30 - 1:30 am

SATURDAY OPEN TO 7PM
MILLER LIGHT & COORS LIGHT $2.00

SUNDAY NIGHT FOOTBALL BUD
& BUD LIGHT $2.00
GAME TIME ONLY

SATURDAY OCTOBER 27TH 
THE WORLDS BEST HALLOWEEN PARTY

FREE FEASTING & TRICKERY TREATING
COSTUMERY CONTEST W/ CASH PRIZES - LIVE MUSIC - NO COVER!

Every Thursday & Sunday
FREE TEXAS HOLDEM’

Thur 8pm / Sun 5pm

2250 Thousand Oaks (At Henderson Pass behind the Dairy Queen)
Hours: Mon-Sat 11:30 am - 2:00 am -  Sun - 12 Noon to 2:00 am

EVERY day is 
S.I.N. & SENIOR Day

Open / Close
15%  discount

BLOW MY COVER BAND
SHUFFLEBOARD TOURNEY
COUNTRY CROSSROADS
DV8
VISON
D.J. MASQUERADE
LOOSE CHANGE
TEXAS FULL HOUSE W/ 
LESLIE & THE BEST

FRI   5
SAT  6
FRI   12
SAT  13
FRI   19
SAT  20
FRI   26
SAT  27

DAILY SPECIALS
CHECK OUT OUR AWESOME

DAILY DRINK SPECIALS
SOAH TEQUILA - $3.00 DAY / NIGHT

SHINER BOCK - DAILY $2.50
Open to Close
BECKS - $3.00

STELLA ARTOIS - $3.25
SUNDAY - TEXAS TWOSOME

LONE STAR - LONE STAR LT - $2.00

OCTOBER SPECIAL - YOU CALL IT
BLASTERS $3.00

DARTS • POOL • SHUFFLEBOARD

SPORTS! SPORTS! SPORTS!
7 FLAT SCREEN TV’S

WATCH YOUR FAVORITE
TEAM WITH US

HALLOWEEN PARTY IN TOWN
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A one-man show worth your time
    Jerry Kirk is a tall, skinny song crafts-
man and singer with something to offer.
    His name hasn’t made it up in lights ,
but he does frequently adorn the chalk
board at Specht’s Restaurant and Sa-
loon in Bulverde, and he has made his
mark at Arkey Blue’s Silver Dollar Sa-
loon in Bandera and Hondo’s in Freder-
icksburg.
    “I love playing these out-of-the-way
spots,” Kirk said. “I also play a number
of farmers markets, and I am absolutely
wild about Arkey Blue’s. That’s where I
got the idea for one of my better songs,
a tune I call Echo In My Heart. I came
up with it while listening to a Texas shuf-
fle on the Silver Dollar jukebox.”
    Inspired by the likes of Merle Hag-
gard and Johnny Cash, Kirk sometimes
works with a thrown-together band, but
his current strong suite seems to be
stand-up solo work with a vintage Martin
guitar.
    Jerry does a few country covers, but
he is a creator who sticks mostly to his
own work, a blend of country and soul
which most pundits would label “Ameri-
cana.”
    Kirk is the former brother-in-law of
Sylvia Kirk, a San Antonio area favorite
who has just released a CD that has a
bunch of people talking.

    “I don’t see much of Sylvia since she
and my brother divorced, but I have
great respect for her talent,” Jerry Kirk
said. “She and I never worked together.”
    The only reason for this article is that
Jerry Kirk is damn good at what he
does, and we think he could probably
make records that would sell.
    Others feel the same way, including
Jerry’s producer, one Bill Cassis of
Austin, who is Ray Wylie Hubbard’s gui-
tarist.
    Cassis has helped Kirk with a Face-
book page and an internet Soundcloud
link which takes the listener to a cd in
progress called Skeletons Talking.
    Sound Cloud is an audio platform
that enables anyone to upload, record,
promote, and share their originally-cre-
ated sounds across the internet.
    Stand-up comedy is one of the tough-
est scuffles in the entertainment indus-
try, and a stand-up soloist with nothing
to back his voice but a single guitar
doesn’t have it much easier.
    But Kirk can hold an audience with a
crisp, soulful singing style and lyrics that
beg for your attention.
    In addition to the title cut on Skele-
tons Talking, Kirk’s record includes such
tunes as Baby Boomers, Rain Over
Texas, Lightning, Thanks to a Friend or

Two, Alpine, Lonely Ol’ World, and
marylou.
    A carpenter by trade, and a farmer on
property near Dripping Springs who
raises miniature Jersey cattle as a
hobby, Kirk is happily married to wife
Amy. They have two kids living at home.
    “My mom was a saint,” Kirk says. “My
mom’s mom was a champion. My dad
was better liked by most of my friends
than I was. I am now escaping from a 2-
by-4 lumber cage to do something I’ve
been preparing to do since I was 7 when
a young and very determined Holy
Cross nun taught me to use the voice
that God gave me.”
    Kirk, who sometimes lays down his
hammer and saw to give lyrics and tune
to an inspiration, adds:
    “Most of my knocks on my head
came thorough my own fist and I have
fortunately been rescued by my
Guardian Angel time and time again.
The less I hammer, and the more I strum
and sing, the happier it is for both me
and my beautiful family.”
    This guy is for real. 
    If you want to hear a terrific song-
writer with a voice that nuns rave about,
go listen to Jerry Kirk. He’s the genuine
product. Jerry Kirk
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13247 BANDERA RD, HELOTES, TX 78237 210-695-4941

ENJOY THE BEST IN OLD FASHIONED HAMBURGERS,
GREAT BEER AND WONDERFUL MUSIC!

OCTOBER 2012 BAND SCHEDULE

OCT. 13TH  NOW AND THEN
OCT. 20TH  MEYER ANDERSON BAND

OCT. 27TH  STEPHANIE HERNANDEZ
(CD RELEASE PARTY)

NOW FEATURING LIVE MUSIC!

BAND TIME - 8PM - 11PM IN THE BOBBY J’S PAVILION

FREE
Texas Hold-em Poker

Thursday at 7 p.m.
and 9 p.m.

We will sponsor pool and dart teams LIVE MUSIC IN OCTOBER
A “ROCK N ROLL” TRADITION SINCE 1975

5TH   MOJO SAVAGE
6TH   4 COUNT
12TH  DV8
13TH  FLIPSIDE
19TH  CIRCLE OF FIFTHS
20TH  FINAL ASSEMBLY
26TH  CHARLIE BRAVO
27TH  SPITFIRE

SATURDAY 8:00 - 12:30 p.m.
6TH    T. KAYE & SWEETFIRE
13TH  MIKE LORD 3
20TH  STEP SIDERS
27TH  KATHY BAUER BAND
31ST  HALLOWEEN PARTY W/ MIKE LORD

KAREOKE - PRIZES FOR BEST COSTUME

OCT. BANDS 2012

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK
www.facebook/txs46

WITH MIKE LORD

FRIDAYS 7:30 - 11:30 p.m.
5TH    JIMMY CRIBB BAND
12TH  RICKY ADAMS BAND
19TH  2 WAY STREET
26TH  BOBBY JORDAN & RIDGE CREEK
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When San Antonio madam Theresa Brown was 
sitting on her infamous trick list, there were newspaper headlines from Texas to
New York and Florida and no telling how many states in between.

More than 3,000  names were on the bordello client list, and both police
and Brown herself said they included high-ranking municipal officials, politicians,
nationally-known sports figures, religious “pillars of the community,” and at least
one district judge. 

Theresa died with only one small obituary headline  last month. I re-
mained her unrepentant friend until the end. She was a true San Antonio char-
acter who defied duplication. 

Vice cops raided Brown’s San Antonio whorehouse, confiscating
the little black book and a set of printed house rules Theresa kept posted
for her working girls. That was October 3, 1980, a rollicking, hard-to-curry
era in San Antonio’s outlaw history. Jack Hanratty was running his Castle
Hills sports book, much to the chagrin and frustration of several DAs. And
shotgun-toting Arthur Harry (Bunny) Eckert was blasting fellow pimps into
eternity with his trusty sawed-off 12-guage. 

What seemed like the eyes of the world were on Theresa Brown when
vice cops confiscated and burned her little black book 

The cops and the DA’s office were unprepared for the aftermath. Madam
Brown, it seems, had a duplicate list, complete with a rolodex card file which listed
names, addresses, sexual preferences, and standings in the community. In-
censed at the  burning of what she called part of “San Antonio history,” Theresa
was threatening to turn her complete trick list over to a small West San Antonio
bilingual newspaper for publication.

That set the time bomb  ticking. A potential explosion that could lit-
erally ruin hundreds of big shots and political panjandrums who couldn’t
keep their peckers in their pants. The angst was all but palpable. The col-
lective sweat was so real you could all but smell it running through court-
house corridors and dripping in the church pews. 

Theresa never did release the list for publication, settling instead for a 5-
year probated sentence for aggravated promotion of prostitution. In later years,
she made an unsuccessful run for city council, opened and operated a gift shop,
and continued to fleer and jape at what she considered the hypocrites who would
dare judge her.

Theresa was a champion of battered women. She had a heart of gold,
an uproarious sense of humor, and a soft side which probably turned her from
publication of the trick list, mindful of the wives and children who would have suf-
fered right along with the unmasked lotharios.

When asked why she didn’t turn the trick list over to Action Magazine,
Brown fairly cackled: “I should have thought of that.”

With a couple of her working girls in tow, Theresa showed up at the World
Championship Menudo Cookoff I promoted In a mobile trailer with a huge sign
proclaiming:

Hot Pants Menudo
Theresa had a hand in getting me and golfing great Lee Trevino kicked

out of the San Francisco Steak House. But the true villain in that little caper was
notorious sports bookmaker Jack Hanratty, who took a perverse delight in walking
bar and restaurant tabs, the bigger the bills the better.

Golfing great Trevino was here for the Texas Open. Larry Trader,
who had caddied for Lee the Flea, was there at the San Francisco Steak
House with me, bookie Hanratty, Theresa Brown, and a few others from the
skull orchard scene. 

With an expansive wave of his hand, Hanratty ordered Porterhouse
Steaks for our party, then excused himself for a break in the men’s room. In pre-
dictable Hanratty fashion, Jack never returned, and when the steak house maître
d’  tried to present Trevino the bill, Theresa blew a fuse, chastising the waitperson
for bringing embarrassment to the “world’s greatest golfer.”

I didn’t have any money, and “the world’s greatest golfer” had left his in
his hotel room. Jack Hanratty had disappeared, along with Larry Trader, and
when security kicked   us out of the restaurant, Theresa Brown left in a cab, prob-
ably with more money in her purse than the rest of us combined.

Trevino was on foot. I don’t even know how he got to the restaurant. But
I gave him a ride to his hotel, where he fished a roll of $100 bills from under a
mattress. We returned  to the San Francisco Steak House where Lee paid the
bill.

I first met Theresa Brown in Phil Sfair’s Navy Club, one of several
downtown after-hours saloons. She was beautiful (and she remained beau-
tiful for years), stylishly dressed, well coiffed, and with a twinkle in her eye
that simply said Watch your step, dude!

I will never forget what she told Phil Sfair, the club owner.
“This little newspaper reporter could never afford me,” Theresa said. “So

just give him whatever he wants and put the drinks on my tab.”
She then flounced out of the bar with not another word. And I never once

tried to find out what that cost would have been.
T-Brown, as I called her, was a true hoot and a stickler for order. In her

house rules booklet which was confiscated with the trick list, Theresa admonished
her working girls not to wear religious symbols or wedding rings during working
hours, to never use drugs, to bathe daily, and to have shoes on when  clients
were arriving or leaving.

I could easily have missed the little obit in the Express and News
last month. The headline read Theresa Brown Burquette. With a beautiful
head shot of a young Theresa Brown, it asked that donations go to the San
Antonio Womens Shelter. No cause of death was listed, but I recall Theresa
telling me by phone several years ago that her health was failing. 

I recall Theresa saying that she had found God and was on a spiritual
path. We exchanged Christmas cards until only a few years ago when I lost touch
with her. She was 78 when she died, and had been living for a time in the Kyle
and San Maros area. 

One line in T-Brown’s obit did make me smile. It said  she will be remem-
bered for her “adventurous nature.” 
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                 By John  Goodspeed 
    In 1996, a modest building sprung
up in far east Bexar County that looked
like a Sinclair service station time
warped from the 1950s, right down to
the gas pumps, tire changing equip-
ment and soda machine.
    The smoke wafting out back,
though, was not from some old Ford
coupe in for repairs and coughing its
last gasp but from mesquite coals in
the pits of Texas Pride Barbecue.
    Sixteen years later, the add-ons,
pavilions, patios, stage, dance floor
and free-standing buildings – includ-
ing a restored 1930s-era Texaco sta-
tion, a radio studio and a tattoo studio
– sprawl across four acres. Guy Fieri
of the Food Network’s “Diners, Drive-
ins and Dives” calls it a culinary com-
pound. 
    “I’ve just got to ask myself – are
they doing it? Is it touristy? What is
it? And it’s the real deal,” Fieri said. “If
you take the example of what they’re

doing to their building and their sur-
rounding areas, that’s the representa-
tion of how much they’re into their
environment.
    “That means they’re taking at least
double that amount of pride in their
food.”
    They do, and an ever-growing le-
gion of loyal customers recognize it.
They arrive in old pickups, sedans,
minivans, sports cars, vintage hot
rods, Harleys and even helicopters
now and then. They come from all
over the nation and abroad. A family
from New Zealand staying in Houston
drove down just for dinner. Another
family on an extended tour of the na-
tion in a Prevost bus motor home ate
there and returned after exploring the
Lone Star State for three months.
    “The guy said they’d been all over
Texas – every major city, every little
city that looked interesting – and that
there’s no place like this anywhere.
That was a great compliment,” Texas

Pride Barbecue owner Tony Talanco
said. 
    It also was just what Talanco had
in mind when he opened the restau-
rant pretty much in the middle of
nowhere – there is still nothing
around it for miles – at 2980 East
Loop 1604 South in Adkins, between
Interstate 10 East and U.S. 87.
    After owning several restaurants
and catering companies in San Anto-
nio, he wanted to get away from the
plethora of chain eateries and com-
petition and open a mom-and-pop
barbecue joint with his wife, Joni Ta-
lanco, that served great food and
could expand into a unique destina-
tion that would be worth the 15-
minute drive from downtown San
Antonio.

Family Legacy
    He was inspired by the colorful
legacy of his grandfather, Steve Ta-
lanco, an Italian immigrant who in the
1920s parlayed a $300 jackpot in a
poker game into Steve’s Place out in
the country on the banks of Leon
Creek on the Old Castroville Road
near what then was called Kelly Field.
    Steve’s Place was a restaurant
that grew to include a filling station, a
motel and dance hall. 

    Steve Talanco served Italian food
and added barbecue after learning
time-honored traditions from workers
from Mexico. He eventually catered
barbecue at campaign rallies across
South Texas for U.S. Rep. John
Nance Garner of Uvalde, who later
was vice president. During Prohibi-
tion, Steve also procured bootleg
whiskey for Garner to take on the
train with him back to Washington to
help grease the political skids.
Steve’s Place was torn down to make
way for U.S. 90.
    Tony grew up in the restaurant
business, stacking cases of beer to
stand on to reach into the refrigerated
cooler, at Tony’s Bar and Café in
Macdona, owned by the late Tony Ta-
lanco Sr.
    At Texas Pride Barbecue, Tony Ta-
lanco builds on the family’s work ethic
and his grandfather’s brisket – sea-
soned meat slow cooked like old-
style Texas barbecue with a family
secret for knowing when each brisket
is ready to come off the pit and not
overcooked and tough. He also uses
family recipes for sausage, potato
salad and barbecue sauce. Other
meats are chicken, turkey, pork ten-
derloin and bone-sliding baby back

Texas Pride Mastermind Tony Talanco

Tara Talanco

The amazing story of 
a BBQ empire way out
in the Boondocks.



ribs, each coated in a different spice mix.
Added Attractions

    He also expanded on the Steve’s Place con-
cept of a destination restaurant: When business
from tourists and nearby Randolph AFB slacked
after the 9/11 terrorist attacks, he followed his
grandfather’s lead and added a pavilion for the
Friday Night Fish Fry and free dance with a live
country band. 
    A life-long music fan, Talanco introduced Sat-
urday night concerts with headliners from a vari-
ety of genres including Johnny Rodriguez, who
will return on Oct. 27, Johnny Winter, Little Joe y
la Familia, Aaron Tippin, David Allan Coe, Moe
Bandy, Augie Meyers, John Conlee, Deryl Dodd
and Dale Watson. In September, Texas Pride
Barbecue hosted the reunion of Tex-Mex super
group Los Super Seven with country star Rick
Trevino, David Hidalgo and Cesar Rosas of Los
Lobos, Al Gomez and Louis Bustos of the West
Side Horns, Rudy Ramos, Max Baca of Los Tex-
Maniacs and Grammy-winning accordionist
Flaco Jimenez. 
    Bike Night, a family-friendly event with up-
wards of 500 motorcycle enthusiasts and a live
classic rock band on Thursdays, began in 2005.
It expanded to include a variety of vendors and
a burnout cage.
Two pavilions covering 22,500 square feet.
    Also:
    Chop Shop Garage Bar with a full bar, big-
screen TVs, a pool table, an Internet juke box
and roll-up glass garage doors that are opened
seasonally. 
    Texas Pride Tattoo Co., a tattoo studio that
caters to bikers, bankers and everyone in be-
tween.
    A gift shop for Texas-themed products in the
restored Texaco station.
Two full bars under the pavilions.
    A radio studio that helps with the production
of two shows – “The Texas Pride Barbecue Old
Time Gospel Show” hosted by Roy Holley from
11 p.m.-midnight on Saturday on WOAI 1200AM
and “Texas Pride Radio,” an Internet station for
classic country and Texas Music including songs
not played anywhere else hosted by Gaylon
King, who was inducted this year into the Coun-
try Music Association of Texas Hall of Fame.
    A catering business that includes Texas Pride

Oilfield Catering, which makes up to 20 deliver-
ies a week to hundreds of workers in the Eagle
Ford Shale oil patch across South Texas. 
    Some of the musical events, such as the Los
Super Seven concert, benefit such non-profit or-
ganizations as Operation Comfort, which assists
wounded veterans of Iraq and Afghanistan at
Brooke Army Medical Center. 

Texas Showcase
    Like the restaurant’s name says, it takes pride
in Texas and features a continually growing dis-
play of thousands of antiques and memorabilia
from music to farm implements, with a focus on
long-gone brewing companies and service sta-
tion items, all from the Lone Star State and
handpicked by Tony and Joni on their travels –
often on their Harleys. They include a 1925
Model T truck like Grandfather Talanco drove to
pick up supplies, a propeller from a biplane from
Kelly Field that was displayed at his restaurant
in the 1920s and a massive horseshoe that
hangs over the front door, like it did at Steve’s
Place. It is from a draft horse that pulled a
wagon to deliver Pear Beer.
    Among Texas Pride Barbecue’s awards are
the San Antonio Express-News critics’ choice
award for three years in a row for best place to
take out-of-town guests and Ride Texas Maga-
zine’s readers’ choice awards for No. 1 place for
food in South Texas and Top 10 patio dining
venues.
    Besides Guy Fieri’s Food Network series
“Diners, Drive-ins and Dives,” Texas Pride Bar-
becue has been featured on such television
shows as “The Real Housewives of Orange
County,” the Golf Channel’s “Destination Golf”
and the CMT special “Top 40 Road Songs”
hosted by Dierks Bentley. It also has served as
the backdrop for music videos, album covers
and numerous TV commercials. Print coverage
includes a variety of newspapers and maga-
zines, including Men’s Journal and Food &
Leisure.
    “For our location, in an isolated part of Bexar
County, without doing all those things we would-
n’t have attracted the amount of people and the
attention we have,” Talanco said, adding that
sales have increased every year for 10 years
despite the stagnant economy, with 2012 poised
to mark a 15 percent jump.

    “It used to be that a restaurant would open
and it would be enough just to have good food
and good service,” he said. “But restaurants
have to do more than just be a mom-and-pop
restaurant. That’s why we created all the special
events like Bike Night with the burnout cage, the
tattoo studio and do multiple things to create a
carnival atmosphere to draw the younger gener-
ation who have iPhones and iPads and are on
the Internet all the time. But it’s a balancing act
– you don’t want to change too much and chase
away customers who want traditional barbecue.
    “We’re not just a music venue or just a restau-
rant, we’re a whole lot more. We’re like John T.
Floore Country Store when it comes to enter-
tainment and like Rudy’s Bar-B-Q when it comes
to barbecue. We’re comparable to a lot of
places, but when you put the whole package all
together, no other Texas venue with barbecue
has everything we have in one location.  
    “Still, the venue and entertainment are sec-
ondary. The barbecue is the focal point.”
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A few of the Country Stars who appear at Texas Pride

Frenchie Burke Augie Meyers David Allan Cole Moe Bandy Dale Watson Johnny Bush

Joni Talanco

cont. pg 12
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$1 Bar Drinks • $2 Most Longnecks
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Drugstore 
Cowboys

    Dub Robinson’s
Drugstore Cowboys
Band will celebrate a
40th anniversary Octo-
ber 21 with a show and
double CD release
party at John T. Floore
Country Store in
Helotes.
    Music starts at 4
p.m.,and in addition to
Robinson’s host group,
bands and entertainers
scheduled to play in-
clude Kathy Bauer,
Jimmy Cribb,  Bimbo
and Borderline, the

Meyer Anderson Band,
and more.
    After an earlier Drug-
store Cowboys tune,
Robinson is calling his

anniversary bash the
Boogie Woodie Barn

Dance Anniversary of
the Drugstore Cow-
boys.
    “We will have two
CDs ready for release,”
Robinson said, “our stu-
dio album and a live
acoustic duo album we
recorded at the Olmos
Bharmacy.”

Phillip Thomas
    Phillip Thomas, 23-
year-old country music
sensation from the Rio
Grande Valley, will
make his San Antonio
debut October 20 at the
Eagle’s Nest Pub on

O’Connor Road.
    A new-age country
music entertainer who
has opened for every-
one from Willie Nelson
to Reckless Kelly,
Thomas is currently

touring behind his sec-
ond album called Scars.
    With backup from the
fiery Texas rock band
Vallejo, Thomas makes
it plain and clear with
Scars that he is indeed
modern country with
class, splash, and raw
talent.
    Being of hispanic de-
scent, Phillip Thomas
has been influenced by
the genres of rock, Te-
jano, and country, but
confesses that country
music is his great love.
    In addition to Willie at
a South Padre Island
gig, and the alt/country

Reckless Kelly, Phillip
has also opened for
Mark Chesnutt, Johnny
Lee, Tracy Lawrence,
Kevin Fowler, and
Johnny Cooper.
    He is an explosive
performer who started
performing profession-
ally when he was 17 in
his hometown of Harlin-
gen. 
    “I started playing gui-
tar and singing at the
age of nine,” Thomas
said. “But I always
knew that country
would be my way.”
    His greatest influ-
ence was Willie.

4922 Rigsby  648-9242
9 a.m. til 6 p.m. 

Tuesday thru Friday
Saturday 9 a.m. til 4 p.m.

Phillip Thomas

Dub Robinson
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14837 Old Bandera Rd, Suite B 
@ Scenic Loop, Helotes, Texas

210-695-3300 -  www.arlenesnook.com
Thursday - Saturday 11 - 5pm

Unique Christian gift shop with a 
country flavor just west of Floore Store.

Lots of Country Items 
Specialty Items Galore

Old Stained Glass Windows
Fantastic Variety of Crosses

Country Artwork
Handmade wreaths for all occasions
Homemade Scented Soap by Arlene
Specialty candles and Fragrances

You will smell the wonders when you step
through the door



    “I first marveled at his
story telling,” Thomas
says. 
    His album Scars is
reportedly getting wide
airplay in the Rio
Grande Valley and
other points north. 

‘Rodeo’ hits 30
    The legendary Bel-
lamy Brothers will be
the featured band as
San Antonio’s Midnight
Rodeo celebrates its
30th anniversary over
the November 2, 3, and
4 weekend.
    The kickoff concert is
free.

    Since opening in
1982 at the corner of
Nacogdoches and
Thousand Oaks, the
Midnight Rodeo’s big
racetrack style dance
floor has been a favorite
for both two-steppers
and top-40  music
lovers alike.
    In addition to live
music and a classic
truck giveaway, the 3-
day celebration will in-
clude an employee
party for all current and
former staff members.
    Nick Lawrence kicks
off the free concert on

Friday, November 2, fol-
lowed by Gabe Garcia.
The headline act will be
the Bellamy Brothers,
who hit number-one on
Billboard Country charts
in 1982 with Redneck
Girl.
    On Saturday, No-
vember 3, Midnight
Rodeo will give away a
classic 1982 truck.
    Contestants may
sign up between 8 and
10 p.m. on any day the
club is open in the
month of October. Then
be present to win. And
there is no cover charge

for this event.
    The big weekend
bash finishes in high
style on Sunday, No-
vember 4, with an em-
ployees party that will
include Midnight Rodeo
hands both past and
present. And it is only
fitting that Pete the DJ,
Midnight Rodeo’s plat-
ter spinner for over 25
years, will host this
party.
    Everyone is invited to
come celebrate with
new hands and older
ones alike. And this
event is also free.

    And Midnight
Rodeo’s regular drink
specials will be 
going during the entire
anniversary celebration
weekend. On Fridays,
that means $1 bar
drinks, $2 for most long-
necks, and $3 for every-
thing else in the house. 

Help Tony
    A medical expense
benefit for cancer victim
Tony Kouns will be Sun-
day, October 21, at
Eagle’s Nest Pub on
O’Connor Road.
    Tony Kouns and his
wife of 35 years, Linda

Kouns, are well known
on the San Antonio
nightclub scene for their
karaoke business
called Tony and Linda,
World Famous
Karaoke.
    Tony is in bad shape,
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Artwork on display by Jason Wright, Cris Taylor, Shane Azar

For  complete  band listings for October, 
call Tycoon Flats at (210) 320-0819 or 

go to www.TycoonFlat.net

Also.....
Stand-up comedy
by Dave May and Haley Jane
Hosted by Rob Lowe

Tycoon Flats 4th Annual Bash - Oct. 21
Hosted by e Bluebucks and Featuring: 

Ruben V
Wayne Wilson
Chris Taylor
Rusty Martin
Maya Guirao

Tue, Oct 2,  Open Mic with TBA 

Wed, Oct 3,  Big Band Jazz

Thu, Oct 4, Blue Note Ringos

Fri, Oct5, The Lavens 

Sat, Oct6, Band of Bandits &

Bo Porter

Sun, Oct 7,  Rachel Laven 

Tue, Oct 9,  Open Mic with Lesti

Wed, Oct 10, Jazz Open Jam Session

Thu,Oct 11,   TBA 

Fri, Oct 12, The Lavens &

Texas Ladybugs

Sat, Oct13,  Bo Porter

Sun, Oct 14,  The Swindles

Tue, Oct 16,  Open Mic with Niko

Wed, Oct 17, Big Band Jazz

Thu, Oct18, ReBeca & Wine Tasting 

Fri, Oct 19, Sarah & the Tall Boys

Sat, Oct 20, Posey in the Pocket 

& King Pelican

Sun, October 21,  Miss Nessie and 

Earfood Gospel Brunch

Tue, Oct 23, Open Mic with Jeff

Wed, Oct 24, Jazz Open Jam Session

Thu, Oct 25, Beer Tasting & 

April Hall Trio

Fri, Oct 26, The Lavens & Ruben V

Sat, Oct 27, Cryin DT Buffkin and 

the Bad Breaths

Sat, Oct 27, Monica Wright & 

Emanuel Meza

Sun, October 28, Sweetheart Sunday 

w/The Texas Ladybugs

Tue, Oct 30,  Open Mic With Niko 

Wed, October 31, Big Band Jazz

OCTOBER BAND SCHEDULE
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Tony Talanco with recording artist Dottsy

  
          

          

           

         

        

                    

                  

         

         

        

      

          

       

           

          

        

                    

                    

       

          

           

        

Book Your Party
with us!

Follow us on facebook
and visit us at

www.eaglesnestpub-sa.com

New Hours:
2 PM - 2 AM (Mon - Fri)
12 PM - 2 AM (Sat - Sun)

12130 O’CONNOR RD. 
SATX 78233

OCTOBER BAND SCHEDULE

STEAK NIGHT THURSDAYS!

10/4    Freddy Curz & The Noble Outlaws
10/5    Felix Truvere & The Open Road Band
10/6    Bill Ayers
10/11  Michael Anthony & The Texas Nights
10/12  Burgundy
10/13  Los Tovares
10/18  Cadillac Ranch
10/19  Bimbo & Borderline

MON - CROWN
TUES - JAGERBOMB
WED - WELL DRINKS

THURS - DOMESTIC BEER
FRI - JACK DANIELS
SAT - HOT APPLE PIE
SUN - STARF*UCKERS

DAILY DRINK SPECIALS
TEXAS HOLD’EM TUESDAYS @ 7:00 PM

BIKE NITE THURSDAY
Come and join us for “You Be The Star”
Karaoke Sundays at 9:30 PM- 1:30 AM

10/20  Phillip Thomas
10/21  Fudraiser for Tony Kouns

Music by Freddy Cruz & Noble Outlaws
& Special Guest Performances

10/25  Freddy Cruz & Noble Outlaws
10/26  Michael Anthony & Friends
10/27 Ray Reed

  

              
            After being 

l                  
       

 
           

      

  

The Award Winning painting “Dos Amigos”  is now
available in a new size 12x16. For a limited time only

$20
Only In Full Color

The world famous painting “Dos Amigos” created in the mid 70’s by renowned western
artist Clinton Baermann is also available in its original lithrograph size as well. After being

lost for more than 30 years these 16x20 prints are in remarkable shape. $75 per print
plus $10 shipping & handling + tax. Credit cards accepted.

Accent Imaging
10930 Wye Drive • San Antonio, TX 78217 •

(210) 654-9555 • (888) 824-7225 • www.accentsa.com

Family Affair
    Talanco could not have done it all
without the help, passion and creative
input from his wife, Toni, and their
daughter, Tara, 25.  
    “I’m not sure what we’ll do next but
we’re full of ideas all the time,” said
Joni, who married Tony in 1979. “The
years went by fast. It seems like only
yesterday we were driving down Loop
1604, looked left and saw a for sale
sign on an empty piece of land.”
    For the first few years, she mostly
ran the restaurant while Tony worked
there and at a second business, a 24-
hour, seven-day-a-week roadside tire
service.
    She was about 15 when she got a
job in a restaurant in her hometown of
Kokomo, Ind., and her grandmother
taught her how to cook. She used that
experience to develop many of the
side dishes, including the peach cob-
bler, which wins raves from food crit-
ics.
“We worked on the barbecue sauce
for about a year,” she said.  
   Working closely with her husband

and daughter is a good thing, she
said. 
    “We all have different personalities
and we all have different ideas, too,”
Joni said. “We have to discuss things
a lot and sometimes we get a little
hard-headed but we always work it
out. Because we’re always there, our
customers are family, too.
    “I love to cook and I love being
around people. When you cater,
you’re mostly going to weddings or
functions where people are happy and
having a good time, and I like that. It’s
also exciting to have different things
on different nights of the week at the
restaurant.”

Youthful Vision
    Like her father, Tara grew up in the
restaurant business. She was in
kindergarten when Texas Pride Barbe-
cue opened, and it was challenging to
attend birthday parties and school
functions living in the country and
having two busy parents. 
    She recalls spreading a blanket
over a booth and making a tent to

cont. pg 13



play under. She peeled potatoes
and cleaned tables by age 7.
    “It definitely made me strong,”
Tara said. “My dad always taught
me that if I want to be successful, I
have to work 18 hours a day at
times.”
    While Tara loves the traditions
and the old-fashioned sensibilities
that drive Texas Pride Barbecue,
she also brings fresh ideas from the
perspective of the generation that
grew up with the Internet.
    “Customers are more knowl-
edgeable than ever when they walk
through the door. It used to be that
people would just go online and
look at the menu but now they can
do a whole lot of research,” she
said. “They can check out com-
ments through Yelp or Facebook
about whether something was
wrong or the food was great so
that’s very important. Online sites
help with marketing as well as mak-
ing sure our customer service is
going well and the restaurant is or-
ganized.
    “It’s so easy to take a photo of
our food and have 3,000 people
look at it online.” 
    Tara communicates mainly on
Facebook and with emails to some

8,000 subscribers and a little on the
photo site Instagram and Twitter.  
    She’s also developing a virtual,
3D tour through Google Earth that
will allow viewers to not just see
Texas Pride Barbecue on a map
but to go inside the buildings and
explore the areas under the pavil-
ions.
The idea for the tattoo studio came
to her after one of her best friends
ditched a career as an architect be-
cause being a tattoo artist was
more lucrative as body art became
more refined and widespread.
    “You’re actually more unique
today if you don’t have a tattoo,”
Tara said.
While she says it was difficult to
find her voice in a business her
family started, her concepts encom-
pass the menu, too. When the low-
carbohydrate Adkins Diet became
popular, she introduced green
beans. Knowing that children love
Mac and Cheese, she developed a
unique recipe that includes garlic.
Cheezy Potatoes is another of her
additions.
    “I made sure that pretty much
everything has garlic in it to reflect
our Italian heritage, even the barbe-
cue sauces,” she said. “I believe

you can put garlic in anything. It’s
about layering flavors.”
    For the younger crowds on Bike
Night, Tara recognized the need to
add burgers and such appetizers
as nachos to the outdoor menu. 
    She also is considering the addi-
tion of Italian food to the catering
menu to reflect the family heritage.
    “As long as it’s tasty,” she said.

More to Come
    Tony Talanco’s vision for Texas
Pride Barbecue still goes over the
horizon.
He is discussing with KABB Fox 29
the idea of a reality program based
on the music side of the venue that
doesn’t talk trash like others but in-

stead showcases Texas artists.
    He also envisions acquiring adja-
cent acreage and constructing a
20,000-square-foot air-conditioned
facility to house another kitchen for
the burgeoning catering business. It
also would seat more than 1,000
for banquets, concerts and special
events.
    “The great thing is that we’re not
done. We’re still adding on and
doing new things,” he said, reflect-
ing the driving concept for four gen-
erations of the Talanco family ever
since that $300 jackpot launched
Steve’s Place.  “We’re going to
keep changing, trying to make it
better.”
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KARAOKE EVERY WEDNESDAY AND SATURDAYWITH LARRY AND MADONNA BEST KARAOKE SHOW IN SAN ANTONIO!

Hosted by Mike Ellis - Starts at 9:30 p.m.
featuring Jackie Huddle

FABULOUS FUNTONES JAM
EVERY FRIDAY & SUNDAY

Corner of Perrin-Beitel & Thousand Oaks / Open at 7A.M.
MAKE MY DAY LOUNGE

Pro Jam Every Thursday
Hosted by Bobby Beal Starts at 9:30PM

(210) 655-6367 •  FREE POOL

MAKE MY DAY SUPER SATURDAY 
10/6 AT 2 PM. TERRY HASLETT AND THE 

H A N G I N ’  T R E E  S A L O O N
The Fun Place to Relax. A Real Authentic Texas Saloon

O C T O B E R  B A N D  S C H E D U L E

OPEN 10AM DAILY • NOON SUNDAY • BRACKEN, TX
We take credit cards

Now that you’ve found Luckenbach, where the heck is Bracken?
Also Great Food at Kenny’s Kitchen!

October 5, Friday   Geronimo Trevino 8-12 $7 cover. 
Kenny’s Kitchen open 5-10 p.m.
October 7, Sunday   Hangin’ Tree Fun Golf Tournament. 
BBQ plates and 2 free drinks. Call for details.
October 12, Friday   Two Way Street 8-12 $5 cover. 
First drink free. Kenny’s Kitchen open 5-10 p.m.
Octobrer 13, Saturday     The Whoosits 2-5 p.m. No cover. 
Mary’s kitchen open 1-6 p.m.
October 19, Friday      Cornell Hurd, 8-12 p.m. $7 cover. 
First drink free.
October 20, Saturday     Benefit chili cookoff for J.D. 
(aka the “Bracken Sheriff.”)
October 26, Friday      Vinyl 45s 8-12 p.m. $5 cover. 
First drink free. Kenny’s Kitchen open 5-10.

This 1929 photo shows Steve’s Place,
named for Steve Talanco. Inset photo
shows Steve and Grace Toalanco,
grandparents of Texas Pride Barbecue
owner Tony Talanco. 
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suffering from renal cell
carcinoma, a condition
which his doctors say is
inoperable.
    The benefit will fea-

ture a BBQ plate sale,
raffles, an auction, and
live bands starting at
1:30 p.m. and ending at
5 p.m. with Freddy Cruz

and the Noble Outlaws.
Food plates for $7 go
on sale from noon until
10 p.m.
    The benefit is being
hosted by Tra Coggin
and Mary Mattocks.
Tra’s number is (210)
452-4036, Mary’s is
(210) 251-2148.
Hangin’ Tree golf

    The Hangin’ Tree
Saloon’s fall Fun Golf
Tournament will be
Sunday, October 7 at
Northcliffe Golf Course.
    Entrance fee is $60,
and cash prizes will be
awarded, along with
two free drinks and
brisket and sausage
plates with all the trim-
mings following play. 
    Registration starts at
7 a.m. at the Bracken
saloon.

Rolling Oaks
    Rolling Oaks Golf
Club Bar and Grill has a
new owner.
    Marilyn Anderson,
who co-owns the Fi-
asco Club with Bill

Bateman, has pur-
chased Rolling Oaks
from Richard LaBiche. 
    Lisa Olsztyn will
carry on as general
manager of Rolling
Oaks, and Marilyn An-
derson says the bar’s
live music format will re-
main unchanged.
    “I consider Rolling
Oaks to be a great busi-
ness opportunity,” An-
derson said, “and I
don’t plan to change
anything about the op-
eration for now.”
Red Baron Pinups
    Patty Lou Reisz has
a wealth of live enter-
tainment lined up for
October at her Patty
Lou’s Red Baron Pub
and Grill at 915 Burr
Road.
    Dub Robinson’s
Drugstore Cowboys will
be a regular monthly
feature at Patty Lou’s,
as will be Jerry Bailey
and a number of others
who are finding their

way to the Red Baron
stage.
    The newest big buzz
at Patty Lou’s is a pinup
calendar now being
constructed which will
feature photographs of
local lovelies.
    “The calendar will be
in the same fashion as
the ones of old,” Patty
Lou said, “except its
photography and we
will be using local girls.”
    A live music lover
with an eye for talent in
the raw, Patty Lou
Reisz is also one hell of
a cook and always the
innovator.
    “Our models will be
here October 26 to au-
tograph any sold copies
of the calendar,” Patty
Lou said. “We will sell
them for $15 each and
all profits will go to the
Wounded Warrior Cen-
ter.”

Arlene and Mike
    Welcome to Arlene

Imken and Mike Collie,
the two newest adver-
tisers in Action Maga-
zine.
    Arlene is owner of
Arlene’s Nook, a
unique Christian gift
shop with a heavy
country flavor, while
Collie offers accident
insurance to entertain-
ers for under $18 a
month.
    Collie and Action ed-
itor-publisher Sam Kin-
drick go way back. Mike
was a top air time
salesman for the leg-
endary rock station
KEXL FM. Kindrick did
an alternative style
newscast  on a KEXL
morning show with the
late DJ Hall of Fame
member Ron Houston. 

OCTOBER BANDS
7TH
9TH
13TH

14TH
16TH
21ST
23RD
27TH
28TH

NELSON BROYAL BLUES BAND 2-6 PM
CEREE   7 PM
BREAST CANCER BENEFIT WITH 
THE NICK LAWRENCE BAND
SOUL SHAKERS     2-6 PM
DEAD HEAD ALERT    7 PM
BO PORTER
DRUGSTORE COWBOYS   7PM
PUMPKIN HEAD RUN BENEFIT
BEAR & FRIENDS   2-6PM

Need a Mailer?
Call us and we’ll
show you how.
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Chicken Fried Steak
Juicy Char-Grilled

Burgers
Spicy Catfish

Fish Tacos
Zesty Nachos and

More!
9 Miles North of Loop
1604 off Blanco Road
All New Highway!!

Good
Eats!!!

OCTOBER Live Music

G E N U I N E  T E X A S  L A N D M A R K

OCT 5
OCT 6
OCT 12
OCT 13
OCT 19
OCT 20
OCT 26
OCT 27

RUSTY MARTIN
JEFF CRISLER
THE ISAACKS
THE WHIPPLES
THE ISAACKS
JAMEY HOWARD
JERRY KIRK
MORNING COSTUME
PARTY

Every Sunday Mike Phelan
and Open Mic

www.spechts.com  830-438-1888

New Fall & Winter Hours
Open Fridays @ 4 PM

Saturdays & 
Sundays @ 11 AM
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