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You need a bail bond
 to get out of jail?

 Call Bruce Embrey, 
   the architect of a 
    San Antonio-based 
     bail bond empire
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With two states now legalizing marijuana, it’s
hard to tell where some of the politicians will jump.

Texas Governor Rick Perry is the latest sur-
prise on the decriminalization front.

With Colorado and Washington putting the
legal stamp on weed use, Governor Rick said at the
World Economic Forum that he has begun to imple-
ment policies that will head Texas toward decriminal-
ization.

Whoopeedoodledoo, and hooray for Ricky-
poo, but don’t misinterpret any of this as absolution
and redemption for the dope-smoking hippie. The
dope-smoking hippie has little to do with any of this.

Perry said he is for decriminalization of mari-
juana possession in Texas, but he is not for legaliza-
tion. This means reduce the felony offenses to
misdemeanors and get people out of jails and prisons.

It had to happen
Perry is operating sanely and with good polit-

ical reasoning when he recognizes that we are feed-
ing more than 150,000 Texans who are imprisoned for
possession of drugs. Both Democrats and Republi-
cans know where it has been leading us.

The late Jack Hanratty, San Antonio’s famed
bookmaker back in the 1970s, put it out there when
he said, “Money talks and bullshit walks.” 

Former Mexican President Vicente Fox knew
of which he spoke when he advocated legalization of
all drugs as a sure-fire solution for the drug violence.
Take the money out of it and you kill the cartels, but
this solution is not as simple as it sounds. Hard drugs
like cocaine, methamphetamine, heroin, and hallu-
cinogenics ranging from peyote to  mescaline and
psilocybin mushrooms will never be an easy sell,
whereas marijuana is now being viewed worldwide for
what it basically is--a harmless weed that produces a
psychological “high” which some artsy types say en-
hances their creative prowess. 

Hungry, horny, and lazy
Others view marijuana as a mild tranquilizer

which reduces stress. Still others say the weed does

little more than make them hungry, horny, and lazy.
I smoked a little marijuana back during the

196os and 1970s, and I found that it did little more
than make me stupid (or more stupid than I already
was). 

Willie Nelson turned me on to my first mari-
juana cigarette, a fat “joint” in brown rolling paper with
twisted ends, which I toked in the thin shade of a
mesquite tree out near John T. Floore’s Country Store
in Helotes. I recall little more of that day than the
mesquite tree I was using to hold me upright.

Nelson has always maintained that marijuana
saved his life, proving to be a merciful alternate to the
alcohol that had been killing him. 

And it was just a few miles east of Floore
Store where I encountered my first dose of marijuana
in edible form, a batch of brownies that someone in
Ray Benson’s Asleep at the Wheel band had cooked
up prior to a show at the old Randy’s Rodeo on Ban-
dera Road.

Ray noted that the cook had mistakenly used
“green dope” to bake the brownies, and that nobody
else in the band wanted to eat them. 

I remember Ray and I eating the whole batch,
and that’s about all I recalled about that night.

I was there on that cold and frosty morning in
front of the Alamo when Kinky Friedman announced
his independent candidacy for governor in 2006. 

On that morning, Kinky called for Rick Perry’s
“unconditional surrender.” Today, Friedman is running
for agriculture commissioner on the Democratic ticket
and welcoming Perry into the fold of marijuana de-
criminalization advocates.

Kinky weighs in
Friedman calls Perry’s position “good com-

mon sense.”
He says Perry is late to the party, but “we wel-

come him.”
The Kinkster said, “The Lord created mari-

juana and man created whiskey. Which one do you
trust?”

I always preferred the whiskey, so much so
that the ape juice  all but put me in a pine box. And

unlike Willie, I vaulted over any dalliance with funny
cigarettes for a nightmarish run with cocaine and
methamphetamine. None of that sleepy, nodding, laid-
back,  tranquilized, downer state for me. I wanted
something that would rocket me to the moon and be-
yond, higher than you can point, and always with the
speed freak’s mantra: anything worth doing is worth
overdoing.

I haven’t had a drink of alcohol or anything
else any stronger than a Tylenol in 24 years now, and
that includes marijuana, but I have never considered
the weed to be real “dope” in the family of substances
I used to wire myself up like a human Christmas tree.

I certainly believe that marijuana use should
be legal and penalty free anywhere in the world, but
this doesn’t mean that I will tie a rag around my head
and start shooting people the peace sign in celebra-
tory fashion. 

I reserve the right to be stupid without chem-
ical or organic enhancement.

‘Pragmatic’ Rick
It is hard to imagine Rick Perry doing anything

without political motive, and there are two schools of
thought on his new perspective on marijuana decrim-
inalization. Some have called it “pragmatic.”

Mark Jones, a political science professor at
Rice University, interprets Perry’s new position on
marijuana as a sign that he is no longer interested in
another presidential run.

Kinky Friedman is not so sure about that.
“We now have Obama and Perry for decrimi-

nalization,” Friedman said. “Maybe it’s a savvy politi-
cal move on his part, but it took a lot of political
courage.”

Texans have always deserved better than
Rick Perry, but maybe his legacy as governor will
sport a bright little twinkle where marijuana legaliza-
tion is concerned. That would be nice.

Freddy Fender died without getting to see it.
He spent two years in a stinking Louisiana prison for
possession of two lousy joints.

No matter what his motive, Rick Perry is right
on this one.
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    If you have been busted by the law
and need a bail bond to get out of jail,
call Bruce.
    Bruce Embrey was selling Hong
Kong sport shirts when he went into the
San Antonio bail bond business 40
years ago.
    “I never  made much money selling
those shirts,” Embrey said. “I peddled
them by phone and to my friends, and
after working for a short time for a bail
bondsman, I decided to go at it on my
own.”
    Embrey, 65,  is now recognized as
the architect of a bail bond empire
which covers San Antonio and a big
hunk of South and South-Central
Texas, and, with younger son Dane, he
has plans to expand his A-Action Bail
Bonds offices in towns and cities across
the rest of the state.
    In that six-block radius around the
Bexar County Jail down on Comal
Street, Embrey bail bond operations are
everywhere you look, starting with
Bruce’s A-Action Bail Bonds main of-
fices on Commerce Street in the build-
ing which once housed the old Jail
House Cafe. That building also houses
his Bexar County Bail Bonds office
which is managed by his 24-year-old
daughter Victoria.
    Bruce is the president of A-Action
Bail Bonds, while 34-year-old son Dane
serves as vice president of A-Action
while overseeing another his own Ace
Bail Bonds company in Georgetown.
    Chris Embrey, the elder of the Em-
brey siblings at age 36, operates Cow-
boy Bail Bonds next door to his father’s

A-Action Bail Bonds offices, and he
maintains Cowboy stations in San Mar-
cos, New Braunfels, and Corpus
Christi.
    Clay Embrey, the youngest of the
three sons at age 21, owns and oper-
ates River City Bail Bonds in an old fire
station building on Frio Street.
    The Embreys are born hunters.
Bruce and Dane hunt deer, hogs, birds,
and varmints on ranchland they own in
Texas, and Bruce has bagged big game
on at least five African safaris.
    But their main quarry is the human
bond jumper. This is the critter who
threatens both their serenity and their
bankrolls, and their continued growth
and prosperity depends upon their abil-
ity to track and catch these errants.
    Over the years, Bruce Embrey esti-
mates that his bail bonds operation has
handled some 300,000 clients.
    Annually, he says, he puts up an es-
timated $30-million in bail bonds for of-
fenses ranging from drug possession
and drunk driving charges to aggra-
vated assault and even murder.
    In Texas, the bond agent keeps 10
percent of the total bond he posts, so it
doesn’t take a math whiz to see that
Embrey takes in about $3-million annu-
ally.
    “We have a full time bounty hunter
out in the field,” Dane Embrey said. “He
is a former big salary law enforcement
officer who holds a state private inves-
tigator license, and he is authorized to
make arrests when the need arises.”
    There are cash bonds where the de-
fendant puts up the total amount of the
bond in cash, having it returned when
the case is resolved. There are per-
sonal recognizance bonds whereby the
accused is allowed by the court to be
free without any financial security. 
    Most of the bonds provided by the
Embreys are surety bonds. This
process involves a contractural under-
taking guaranteed by an admitted insur-
ance company having adequate assets
to satisfy the face value of the bond.
The bail agent guarantees to the court
that they will pay the bond forfeiture if a
defendant fails to appear for their
scheduled court appearance. The bail
agent’s guarantee is made through a
surety company and/or by pledging
property owned by the agent.
    “Most of our bonds are backed with
property,” Dane Embrey said. “We own
real estate and rental property all over

the place, and my dad is always looking
to buy what is reasonably priced and
available.”
    Longtime friend and employee Bob
Dailey is the official property manager.
He delegates most of the physical work,
but he sees to it that rental property is
properly maintained and inhabited.
    “I stay plenty busy,” Dailey said. 
    The bondsman’s nightmare is the big
bail skipper who disappears into hiding
and is never caught, resulting in the ul-
timate forfeiture and an out-of-pocket
penalty the bondsman would have to
pay the county.
    “These are pretty rare,” Bruce Em-
brey said. “But they do happen. We had
one guy skip to Canada. We know
where he is, but we couldn’t get him ex-
tradited. And that one cost us forty
grand.”
    When he was relatively new in the
business, Bruce recalls posting a $1-
million bond for a con man in the Rio
Grande Valley who embezzled a for-
tune from the city in which he lived.
    “He got out of jail and I never saw
him again,” Embrey recalls. “I got really
lucky with this one. Made a hundred

grand on the deal, my 10 percent of the
checks and collateral he had put up.
What happened, he got arrested by the
Texas Rangers six months after he
made his run.”
    Embrey said co-signers are required
on most bonds, and the relative,
boyfriend, girlfriend or just friend who
puts his or her name on the dotted line
guaranteeing the bond is often the one
who is instrumental in getting a slacker
into court.
    “Most of our delinquents are not peo-
ple who have actually gone undercover
and tried to hide from us,” Dane Em-
brey explained. “They are just goof offs
and slackers who fail to meet a court
date for one reason or another.”
    The Embreys pay bounties for infor-
mation leading to the arrests of these
court no-show laggards, and the
snitches who turn them in are often dis-
gruntled boyfriends, girlfriends, ex-
wives, and former school mates.
    “Ex-wives are our biggest informers,”
Bruce Embrey said. “They are the ones
who are usually out for blood.”
    Embrey said A-Action Bail Bonds
paid out $65,000 in bounties during the

Embrey has survived
in bail bond business
for the past 40 years

Bruce Embrey at business office.

Bruce Embrey is president of 
A-Action Bail Bonds. Son Dane is
the vice president.



Bruce Embrey with A-Action Bail Bonds staff members (left to
right) Marie Meyer, Ruth Moreno, Regina Felan, and David
Glasco.

Bruce Embrey and son Dane are pictured with the Embrey prop-
erty manager and trouble shooter Bob Dailey. Facade of the old
Jail House Cafe still adorns the front of Embrey’s A-Action Bail
Bonds offices on Commerce Street.
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year 2013, and that does-
n’t include the  salary for
their full time bounty
hunter, nor the salaries for
two other employes who
track bail jumpers with the
internet and other tech-
nology.
    Dane Embrey said A-
Action buys a full page
weekly in the free-distrib-
ution Thrifty Nickel classi-
fied ad paper, featuring
jail mug shots of their bail
jumpers, a reward notice
under these photographs,
and the bond company
phone number.
    This has proven a re-
markably effective
method of locating the
wayward defendants.
    “We pay cash boun-
ties, and everything is
strictly confidential,” Dane
Embrey said. “The person
who is arrested will never
know who turned him in to
us. If we didn’t guard the
confidentiality of our
sources, we wouldn’t be
doing this very long.
Money talks loudly. If
some guy sees a chance
to snitch off an old school
pal for a hundred, three
hundred, maybe five hun-

dred, that’s tough to pass
up if he is hard up for
money.”
    Advance technology is
making the bail bounty
hunting business easier
by the year.
    “We are finding more
and more ways to find
these people,” Dane Em-
brey said. “We use com-
puters to run credit
checks and contact other
jails they might be in. We
even use Face Book, and
I’ll give you a prime exam-
ple of how this worked
out.
    “We had this bond
jumper who was using a
bunch of different aliases,
and after we ran his pic-
ture in the Thrifty Nickel
we got a hit from a
woman who said she saw
this character on Face
Book. The Face Book
image showed two people
in the foreground, but you
could clearly see our de-
fendant walking by in the
background. There was a
trampoline, a barbecue
pit, a big oak tree, and a
water tower with a yellow
stripe around it.
So we go driving around

looking for that water
tower. 
We alert law enforcement
with helicopters, and we
solicit help from the U.S.
marshals who located the
water tower in a little bitty
town outside of McAllen.
    “Now we get on
Google Alert, and we
could see the water tower,
the trampoline, the barbe-
cue pit and the big oak
tree. The computer then
narrows the scene down
to two houses. Marshals
staked out the houses,
and when our bond
jumper finally walked out
of one house, they busted
him. It turned out that he
was wanted for drugs and
a bunch of other stuff we
didn’t even know about.”
    Bruce Embrey said he
started in business in
1974 over by the old jail
on Santa Rosa Street in
an upstairs office. Then
he moved over and
bought the annex in front
of what is now the existing
jail, later selling the entire
property to Bexar County.
    “I did pretty well on that
deal,” Embrey said. “I
know I have been really

lucky, and it seems to be
holding. All of the property
I have invested in around
our offices and this area
are hot and getting hotter.
Values everywhere down
here are shooting up.”
    Dane says the bonding
procedure is fairly simple.
    “We get 10 percent of
the bond,” he said. “A
magistrate sets the bond
on your friend, let’s say,
for $100,000. You  call us.
Sure we can get your
friend out of jail. You bring
us $10,000 and be willing
to co-sign the bond.
Sometimes we even do
credit plans where we fi-
nance the deal. The 10
percent is non-refund-
able. That’s ours. Now
lets say the defendant
fails to show in court. We
immediately get in touch
with the co-signer, ex-
plaining that we might be
facing a $100,000 forfei-
ture if we can’t get this
character into court. This
usually works, because
the co-signer quickly gets
in gear and helps get the
defendant into court.
These cases are almost
always resolved in this

way.”
    According to Bruce
Embrey, the bond busi-
ness is on the upswing
because of tougher laws.
    “You can’t have a cou-
ple of drinks without being
legally drunk these days,”
Embrey said. “And the
public is getting less toler-
ant of a lot of stuff. Sex
crimes involving children
are a prime example.
These bonds now start at
a minimum of $75,000
and go much higher. The
worse the crime the
higher the bond, and the
bigger the risks we take,
the more collateral and
co-signers we require.
Aggravated assaults are
also big bond cases, and
we do at least two of
these daily.”
    Bruce Embrey said
Best Bail Bonds  is an
even bigger company
than his, noting that com-
petition increases on a
daily basis.
    “Right now,” Dane
said, “there are 44 local
bondsmen other than us,
plus there are 1,800 local
lawyers who are qualified
to sign bonds.”

    A-Action Bail Bonds
now maintains out-of-
town offices with an agent
in each one of Texas
cities and towns that in-
clude Victoria, Columbus,
Uvalde, Pearsall, Del Rio,
Cotulla, Jourdanton, Frio,
Llano, Burnet, Blanco,
Rocksprings, Sonora,
Medina, Hondo, Brack-
etville, and Lubbock in
West Texas.
    “We want to com-
pletely cover Texas,”
Dane said. “And I see no
reason why we can’t do
it.”
    Although he has con-
templated retiring and
leaving the business with
Dane and other family
members, Bruce said: “I
have thought of retiring,
but there doesn’t seem to
be any time for it. As long
as people keep getting in
trouble, I guess there will
always be a need for us.”
    So if you get busted for
a crime, and find yourself
jailed and in need of a
bond, call A-Action Bail
Bonds at 210-226-5487,
and ask for an Embrey.

Bounty hunters paid $65,000 over past year
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Thanks for Vaping
    Randy Sterling played
in a band called Gringo
Starz, and he worked in
marketing and sales for
various radio stations, in-
cluding rocker KZEP.

    He also smoked almost
two packs of cigarettes a

day, and was on the verge
of coughing himself to
death when he heard of
something called an elec-
tronic cigarette.
    “I went online to investi-
gate the new alternative
for smoke,” Sterling said.
“It’s called vapor. I tried it.
I liked it. And I went into
business.”
    And the rest is phenom-
enal history.
    Less than two years
ago, Sterling opened two
e-cigarette stores in San
Antonio he calls Thanks
For Vaping. The initial
store and E-Cig Lounge is
located at 7303 San Pedro
avenue. The newer store
is at 16150 Blanco Road.

    First year sales at the
two stores hit a combined
$2-million, and Sterling
says sales in the second
year of operation are in-
creasing by 10 percent a
month.
    “My accountant couldn’t
believe it,” said Sterling,
who now has 15 full time
employees on his payroll.
“It’s mind-boggling. Harm-
ful smoke is giving way to
harmless vapors, and in-
stead of smoking we use
the term vaping.”
    Proponents of the
vapor rage say the ab-
sence of tar   and other
garbage in the conven-
tional cigarette make e-
cigarettes the safest way

to go. So far, the medical
double-domes have not
denounced the metal
vapor rigs as being detri-
mental to human health,
but some have questions
about safety of the de-
vices.
    Sterling notes that e-
cigarettes can’t be used
everywhere, but he says
they can be used in many
places where conventional
cigarettes are banned.
    “A two-pack a day
smoker might want to start
with a heavy nicotine con-
tent when he is starting to
vape,” Sterling said.
“There are all flavors of liq-
uid used in the e-ciga-
rettes, and the nicotine
content may be gradually
reduced until there is little
or even no nicotine con-
tent as the vaping pro-
gresses.”
    Sterling calls the e-cig-
arette “an adult toy and a
smoker’s dream.”
    E-cigarettes are now

available online, and many
retail stores are starting to
carry them. But Randy
Sterling says his E-Cig
Lounges in San Antonio
offer services and a wide
variety of devices and
other vapor equipment
that are not usually avail-
able to the man or woman
who wants an alternative
to tobacco cigarettes. (See
Sterling’s Thanks for Vap-
ing ad in this issue of Ac-
tion Magazine).
    “Our employees are ac-
tually what I call vape
coaches,” Sterling said.
“They help the customer
pick the device and the fla-
vors that are just right for
that individual. We have
varied battery sizes, many
different juice flavors,
ways to increase or de-
crease the clouds of vapor.
Half of the fun of smoking
cigarettes has always
been blowing smoke into
the air. The vaper can get
the same enjoyment while

blowing harmless vapor in
small clouds or larger
ones.”
    A longtime musician
who played with Roland J.
and others in the Gringo
Starz, Sterling (guitar and
vocals)
also played music with Lief
Calberg and Steve Sellers,
all radio station hands who
have doubled as working
musicians. 
    Steve Sellers was with
Y-100 and KTSA, while
Calberg (harp and steel)
was with KZEP. 
    Brian Kendall a dj at
both KISS and KZEP, has
left the radio business to
work with Sterling in the
two San Antonio e-ciga-
rette stores.
    “Brian is a big part of
this operation,” Sterling
said. “And we plan to open
even more e-cig stores in
the San Antonio area.”

Beal’s retirement
    Jim Beal Jr.’s unoffi-
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cial/official retirement
party will be held during
March 4 Mardi Gras festiv-
ities at The Cove.
    After 25 years as music
columnist and music critic
at the San Antonio Ex-
press and News, Beal
leaves them laughing as
he retreats into a self-
structured music world
which will allow little room
for the Justin Biebers,
Miley Cyruses, and

Nashville commercial
monster George Straits (
our words, not Beal’s).
    Jim has writing talent,
professional integrity, a
mind-boggling knowledge
of most music that is de-
cent, and  a soft spot in his
heart for the struggling
artist who yearns for a
stage. He is the best
music writer the Express
and News has ever had,
and he has done one
whale of a job for the daily,
trying to honestly cover

many genres of music that
he doesn’t personally dig.
    “It’s been a good ride,
and I am truly grateful to
the newspaper for the
great opportunity it pro-
vided,” Beal said. “But it
has been tough at times,
trying to give all forms of
music fair and impartial
coverage when there has
been some of it I would
rather do without.”
    A bass-playing musi-
cian himself, Beal’s first
love has always been zy-
deco, cajun, Louisiana
coonass, swamp sym-
phony material which he
and wife Neesie deliver on
a regular basis with their
band Ear Food (a.k.a.
Miss Neesie and the Ear
Food Orchestra).
    It’s wild gumbo
coonass country  party
music, replete with accor-
dion and thimble-driven
zydeco rubboard (frattoir)
scratchings, plus a bunch
of horns. Beal and his wife
love it, and they do the
music with an abandon
that gets dancer feet mov-
ing.
    Jim will continue with
the band and his weekly
show on KSYM Radio,
and his presence in the
newspaper will be sorely
missed by live music
hounds who depended
upon Beal for the straight

skinny on local music hap-
penings.
    Before he was hired by
the Express and News,
Jim Beal was occasionally
contributing free articles to
Action Magazine, a labor
of love we have missed
since he got a job that
paid real money.
    Beal is welcome to re-
sume where he left off
with Action Magazine, and
we told him as much last
month.
    The pay ain’t worth a
shit, we reminded him, but
the freedom of expression
is limitless. 
    Beal laughed.
    “Who knows,” he said.
“I might even take you up
on it one of these days.”
    

Village Inn memory
    The death last month of
Craig Sawtelle took us on
a memory trip back to the
old Village Inn Club of the

1970s, a hot live music

venue that featured
Jimmy Vaughan and
many others.
    Owner of the Village
Inn was the late Johnny
Goode Jr. For a short
while, Craig Sawtelle
served as the club man-
ager.
    Goode and Sawtelle
both came out of Alamo
Heights where they at-
tended school together. 
    Goode graduated from
Alamo Heights High
School, while Sawtelle
transferred to a private
school to finish his high
school education.  
    Goode Jr., known as
“The Grizzly” by his close
friends, operated several
successful restaurants
and nightclubs around the
city, while Sawtelle went
on to paint watercolors
and design everything
from custom golf clubs to
fishing rods.
    Goode, whose Cheap
Shot Charlie column was
a monthly feature in Action
Magazine, died when a
transplanted liver failed to
work.
    Ironically, Sawtelle also
died of liver disease.
    A horde of Sawtelle’s
friends and classmates
gathered at Chris Madrid’s
for what was billed as a
memorial party.
    Among the memorial

gathering friends was Bar-
bara (Legs) Marullo, the
KEXL FM Radio queen of
the 1970s, who was
Sawtelle’s girlfriend when
he died. 
    “Craig was one of
those super good-looking
guys who died too soon,”
Barbara said. “He was tal-
ented and charming, and
he pushed it very hard. I
loved him and he loved
me. We will all miss him.”
    Sawtelle died at age
64.

Asleep at the Wheel
    Ray Benson’s leg-
endary Asleep At The
Wheel band will perform
March 29 at Anhalt Hall in
Bulverde.
    Tickets are $25 at the
gate, and the music will
start at 8 p.m.
    The show is being
billed as a fund raiser for
Texas Dance Hall Preser-
vation Inc., a non-profit or-
ganization dedicated to
preserving and helping to
restore the historic dance
halls of Texas.
    Tickets may also be
purchased online by going
to outhousetickets.com
and Anhalt Hall.com.

Hathaway exhibit
    Veteran rock jock
Bruce Hathaway will be
the subject for an exhibit

at the South Texas Popu-
lar Culture Center which
kicks off March 30 with an
afternoon party featuring
live music by The Laugh-
ing Kind.
    The exhibit, which
opens from 2 to 5 p.m. on
Sunday, March 30, will
feature photos and other
memorabilia highlighting
Hathaway’s lengthy radio
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HANGIN’  TREE SALOON
The Fun Place to Relax. A Real Authentic Texas Saloon

M A R C H  B A N D  S C H E D U L E

OPEN 10AM DAILY • NOON SUNDAY • BRACKEN, TX
We take credit cards

Now that you’ve found Luckenbach, 
where the heck is Bracken?

March  7, Friday  GERONIMO  8-12
March  8, Saturday  THE WHOOSITS  2-5pm. 
Food available 1-6pm
March  14, Friday  TWO WAY STREET  8-12pm
March  15, Saturday  Benefit Cookoff, Chili, 
Beans and Ribs - Call for information
March  21, Friday  RUDY CASILLAS TRIO  8-12pm
March 22, Saturday  BRENT ALLEN  8-12pm
March  28, Friday   BURGUNDY  8-12  8-12pm

Book any type of party you want to have. 
Just call John or Debbie for information.

Jim Beal

Craig Sawtelle

Bruce Hathaway

Let us cater
your holiday
party or bring
your party to
Texas Pride.

210-649-3730
www.texaspridebbq.net

Voted 
Best
Live 
Music

Happy Hour
Tues-Fri
2pm-7pm

Patio
Playground
PingPong
Table

606
W Cypress
227-2683

Voted 
Best
Live 
Music

Happy Hour
Tues-Fri
2pm-7pm

Patio
Playground
PingPong
Table

606
W Cypress
227-2683

3/1  The Beal Bros 2p  /  Tanya Winch 6:30p
(great singer )  /  Michael Martin & The 
Infidels  9p
3/2  Ruben V 1-3  (inside stage)  / 
Claude Butch Morgan Songwriter 
Circle (Green House 1-3)
3/4  Fat Tuesday Celebration with Miss
Neesie & The Earfood Orchestra!  7:00  
3/5  Prime Time Orchestra with John 
Magaldi  8p
3/6  Blue Note Ringos 8:30p  /  Green House
Concert 7:30  The New Vagabonds
3/7 The Laven 6:30p  /  Bo Porter 9p
3/8 Cryin DT Bufikin & The Bad Breaths 6:30
/  Off Da Chain 9p
3/9 The Swindles 3:30
3/11 Open Mic
3/12 Jazz Alto Madness
3/13 Chihiro Yamazaki + ROUTE 14 band 
(on tour for SXSW) 7:30p
3/14 Traveling Broke and Out of Gas
6:30  (on tour)  / The Lavens 9p
3/15 Alex Culbreth 6:30  /  Lest Huff Band 9p
3/16 Miss Neesie & Earfood Orchestra
1p  /  The Bottom Dollars 4p
3/18  Open Mic 7:30

3/19  Prime TIme Jazz Quintet 8p
3/20  ReBeca & Friends 8:30p
3/21  The Lavens 6:30p  /  Bekah Kelso 9p
3/22  The Beale Bros 2:30p  /  Ruben V 9p
3/23  Ashlee Rose 1p
3/25 Open Mi 7:30
3/26 Prime TIme Orchestra 8p
3/27 King Pelican 8:30p
3/28 Laura Marie 6:30p / The Lavens 9p
3/29 The Beale Bros 2:30p  /  Los #3 
Dinners 9p
3/30 TBA

www.thecove.us

MA RC H BA N D SC HE DU LE

cont. page 14
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BUSINESS CARDS, BANNERS, BROCHURES,
VINYL TRUCK LETTERS, DOOR HANGERS, 

AND MUCH MORE.... CALL TODAY!
www.accentdesignprint.com

210-654-9555
Loyal Action Reader Coupon
1000 Business Cards for $49

Design included... CALL NOW!

13247 BANDERA RD, HELOTES, TX 78237 210-695-4941

ENJOY THE BEST IN OLD FASHIONED HAMBURGERS,
GREAT BEER AND WONDERFUL MUSIC!

MARCH BAND SCHEDULE
MARCH 1  
CHRIS SAUCEDO &
OUTLAWZ
OUTDOOR 8-11 PM

MARCH 2 
HOSTED BY ADRIAN 
RODRIGUES 
ACOUSTIC 6-8 PM

MARCH 7 
BONNIE LANG
ACOUSTIC 7-10 PM

MARCH 8 
FELIX TRUVERE &
OPEN RD 
OUTSIDE 8-11PM

MARCH 9 
HOSTED BY ADRIAN 
RODRIQUES 
ACOUSTIC 6-8 PM

MARCH 14 
SWIRL
ACOUSTIC 6-8 PM

MARCH 15 
BRETT ALTON & 
TX THUNDER 
OUTDOORS 8-11 PM

MARCH 16 
HOSTED BY ADRIAN 
RODRIGUES 
ACOUSTIC 6-8 PM

MARCH 21 
DAVE N DAWN
ACOUSTIC 7-10 PM

MARCH 22 
TBA

MARCH 23 
HOSTED BY ADRIAN 
RODRIGUES 
ACOUSTIC 6-8 PM

MARCH 28 
ACQUIESCE 
ACOUSTIC 7-10 PM

MARCH 29 
CROSSFIRE
OUTDOOR 8-11 PM

MARCH 30 
HOSTED BY ADRIAN 
RODRIGUES 
ACOUSTIC 6-8 PM

NOW FEATURING LIVE MUSIC!

Buy the 16x20 
“Dos Amigos” 

and receive 
Indian Pottery print for

FREE, a $25 value.

$20
Only

Accent Imaging 10930 Wye Drive • San Antonio, TX 78217 • (210) 654-9555 • (888) 824-7225 • www.accentsa.com

A GREAT GIFT!
“Dos Amigos” 

12x16

$75
Only

“Dos Amigos” 
16X20

Clinton Baermann’s
Texas Capitol Print 

$20
while supplies last.

The world famous painting “Dos Amigos” created in the
mid 70’s by renowned western artist Clinton Baermann. 
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     Now it’s Leigh/McKay. Or
McKay/Leigh.
     Remember Brennen Leigh,
the tall beauty with equally lofty
singing and writing talent who
performed briefly with the now-
defunct San Antonio Rose Live
show?
     And remember Noel
McKay, who with brother Hollin
comprised the McKay Brothers
of Bandera, recipients of  both
international and worldwide at-
tention for both their vocals and
unique writing style?
     Leigh and Noel McKay are
now performing as a duet
with a new he-and-she record-
ing produced by Gurf Morlix
which is well worth the buy
and then some.

     The cd is titled Before the
World Was Made and features
a photo of Noel (with guitar)
serenading a love-struck bou-
quet-holding Brennen as the
two languish in the curve of a
quarter moon.
     The cd is chockablock with
songs about breaking up,
making up, running away, and
coming back home. And if
there is one tune on the
recording which might be re-
flective of the 5-year-old rela-
tionship between McKay and
Leigh, it might be: Let’s Don’t
Get Married (Let’s Stay In
Love).
     Their live performances to-
gether are poignant, relevant,
funny and personal, the fact

that they are in a romantic re-
lationship with each other
being quite evident to their au-
diences.
     We caught the
Leigh/McKay act up close and
personal last month in the
best listening environment you
will ever find in San Antonio--
The Cove’s Green House
Concert room which comfort-
ably seats about 65 music
lovers.
     The joint was jammed for
the Leigh/McKay acoustic gig
last month, and nobody com-
plained about the crowded
conditions.
     We were reminded that
Noel was partly raised in the
sand dunes of Lubbock before
moving at an early age to
Bandera when he and Bren-
nen garnered big laughs with
their song Let’s Go to Lub-
bock on Vacation.
     Other songs from the
album which were rendered at
the Cove concert included
The Only Other Person In The
Room, Breaking Up Is Easy,
the title cut Before The World
Was Made, Before We Come
to Our Senses, Soft Guitars,
Salty Kisses In the Sand,,
Please Reconsider, Be My
Ball and Chain, and Great Big
Oldsmobile.
     Brennen Leigh is an anom-
aly in that she is a true native
of Austin (everybody else
moves to Austin from some-
where else), and she is a
multi-instrumentalist who
works with both guitar and
mandolin.
     During the early days of

the San Antonio Rose Live
classic country music show at
the Aztec Theater, Brennen
picked mandolin and shared
half of the female lead vocals
with ReBecca Drury, wife of
Rick Drury, creator of the
show.
     The Aztec show was a
class act from start to finish,
but Drury never managed to
garner the local support
needed for the long-term run.
     Asked about her early de-
fection from the production,
Brennen said of the show’s
demise, “It just wasn’t the
time.”
     Leigh has attained cult-like
status in America, South
America, and Europe as well,
attracting many name artists
with her sharp songwriting
style.
     Lubbock fiddle ace Tommy
Hancock, widely regarded as
the godfather of West Texas
music, had this to say about
Brennen Leigh:
     “It’s great to hear music
that affects you on an intellec-
tual level as well as makes
you want to dance.”
     Leigh songs have been
recorded by Lee Ann Wom-
ack, Sunny Sweeney, and the
Carper family. She has collab-
orated with songwriters such
as Jim Lauderdale, John Scott
Sherrill, David Olney, and
most recently, Noel McKay.
     Noel first graced the pages
of Action Magazine when per-
forming with his bass-playing
brother Hollin as the McKay
Brothers from Bandera.
     The last time we pho-

tographed Noel and Hollin to-
gether was when they played
the Water Street Oyster Bar in
San Antonio, a venue then
owned by Thurman Love.
     Asked about his brother
Hollin, Noel said, “He is still
working out of Bandera.” 
     Guy Clark is credited with
discovering the McKay broth-
ers at a venue in Kerrville, and
Noel often references to his
“good friend Guy Clark.”
     As The McKay Brothers,
Noel and Hollin released a
self-titled cd that included
such regional hits as Disap-
pearing Texas, Silicone Baby
(about a working man who
bought his woman a set of big
titties), and the Spanish lan-

guage favorite Acompañeme.
     Asked at the Cove concert
room how he learned to speak
Spanish so well, Noel was
honest if not politically correct
with his answer:
     “I worked a lot of construc-
tion around Bandera.”
     Noel has co-written songs
with his mentor, Guy Clark,
Richard Dobson, John Scott
Sherrill, Shawn Camp, and
most recently with his duet
partner Brennen Leigh, whom
he met about five years ago.
     Both Leigh and McKay
now call Austin home, and
when not working the road,
they split their time between
Austin and Nashville.

Leigh and McKay captivate Green House fans

MARCH BAND SCHEDULE
LIVE MUSIC 2-6 p.m.

SUNDAYS
2ND - C-ROCK

9TH - BEAR AND FRIENDS
16TH - WOODEN INDIAN
23RD - TEX KGB BAND

30TH - ADAM JOHNSON AND 
THE PAY ME’S

4922 Rigsby  648-9242
9 a.m. til 6 p.m. 

Tuesday thru Friday
Saturday 9 a.m. til 4 p.m.

Herb’s Hat Shop

Brennen Leigh Noel McKay

210-263-3805
www.texaspridebbq.net

Great Barbecue... 
Great Texas Music...
Come Join The Fun...

Thursday Bike Night
Live Classic Rock & Blues
Friday Fish Fry and Dance

Live Country Band
Saturday 

Concert and Dance
Classic Car and Hotrod

Cruise Every Sunday 1:30pm
to 6:30pm
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651-4541
4810 FM 1518 N.

1/4 MILE EAST 

OFF IH35

HOURS: 

7 DAYS 
A 

WEEK

career, most of it at KTSA.
    Hathaway has invited
some special guests for
the opening, including at-
torney Sol Casseb, leader
of the Laughing Kind
band.
    The Bruce Hathaway
exhibit will be available for
viewing on weekends
(Saturday and Sunday
from noon to 4 p.m.)
through May 25.
    The South Texas Pop-
ular Culture Center is lo-
cated on Mulberry Street
across from Goodtime
Charlie’s and next door to
Planet K.

Victoria Celestine
    Seventeen-year-old
favorite Victoria Celestine
will star at a  cd release
party March 13 at Sam’s
Burger Joint.
    The daughter of free-
lance pilot Christophe Za-
lesky and his wife Sandy,
Victoria has been turning
heads since age 13 when
she started working with
Bobby Flores at his Bul-
verde Academy of Music.
    The album to be intro-
duced at Sam’s is titled
Back Home In San An-
tone, and it includes 10
songs written by Victoria
Celestine. Willie Nelson’s

Crazy is one of  two cov-
ers on the record.
    She recorded her first
album at age 14, a record
titled From The Outside
which was crafted at Ped-
ernales Studios. She re-
ceived Best Female Teen

Artist of the Year from
indie Music Channel, and
she has received two teen
category songwriting
mentions.
    The Sam’s show starts
at 8 p.m. with a $6 cover.
Zydeco Blanco will per-
form from 10 p.m. until
midnight.

Help the blind
    Bulverde and Spring
Branch area auto me-
chanic Pat Goff has two
grandsons who are legally
blind, result of something
called Stargardt Disease. 
    The boys, Kagan,12,
and Talon, 13, are sons of
Goff’s daughter Robin
Whitfield, now a resident
of Bastrop who attended
Smithson Valley High
School when growing up.
    Robin has been ac-
tively working through the
Foundation Fighting
Blindness to raise money
for vital medical research
into blinding retinal de-
generative diseases such
as the malady plaguing
her kids. She is head of a
team called Eye See a
Cure.
    The Whitfields of Bas-
trops will be actively in-
volved in the Vision Walk
March 22 to Fight Blind-
ness, a fund raiser which
starts at the Olmos Park
Gun Club.
    And Robin will have
her two boys on hand for
an earlier blindness foun-
dation fund raiser March
16 at Texas 46 in Spring
Branch.
    Mario Flores and his
Soda Creek Band will pro-
vide the music, and food
will be available.

    Pat Goff, grandfather
of the two Whitfield boys,
says:  “These kids are in-
credible. They are both
legally blind, yet one plays
soccer and the other plays
sax in a middle school
band.”
    The Whitfields are mo-
tivated by promising stem-
cell research results
which indicate the boys
might be cured if enough
money becomes avail-
able.

New Vagabonds
    Ashlee Rose and
Jimmy Dasher have
joined forces to form a
singer/songwriter duo

they call The New
Vagabonds.
    With styles that range
from classic country to
pop, their harmonies and
instrumentation fit the
trails blazed by Johnny
and June and, more re-

cently, by Noel McKay
and Brennen Leigh.
    The New Vagabonds
will perform March 6 at
the popular acoustic-ori-
ented Green House Con-
cert room at the Cove.
    The show will run from
7 until 10 p.m. with a $10
cover.

Joe’s  Ice
    The Joe’s Ice House
annual chili and bean
cookoff on April 9 is still on
the agenda, and the death
of owner Joe Pena has
not prevented his widow
Carolyn from carrying on
with daily activities at the
popular watering hole at
3711 West Avenue. 
    A heart attack took the
66-year-old bar owner
and Marine vet who
served two tours in Viet-
nam. Before opening the
present operation, Pena
owned the Texan Ice
House a few blocks north
on West Avenue for eight
years. He died on Decem-
ber 28.

the trap• 533-3060
4711 Pecan Valley • I.D. Required

LIVE MUSIC IN MARCH
A “ROCK N ROLL” TRADITION SINCE 1975

VISA, MASTER CHARGE, AMERICAN EXPRESS & CASH
The Trap Blog - http://caughtinthetrap.blogspot.com/

1ST   GBR
7TH  NERDY BY NATURE
8TH  CHARLIE BRAVO
14TH DV8
15TH SUPERSTITIOUS MINDS
21ST   IRON 60

22ND  ANNIVERSARY PARTY
TOMAN BRO’S - DAY 2-6
C-ROCK 9:30-1:30
28TH  CLOCKWORK
29TH  SPITFIRE

FRANKLY SPEAKING... 

GUNS: People who are against guns need to have their names,
addresses, and phone numbers in a book (like the yellow pages).
So, when they, their families, or their home 
is in danger, they can call someone else who has no gun to help
them. Don’t call those mean old Police who have guns. And if you
live in my neighborhood, I’ll know who not to 
protect so I won’t offend you with my gun. My EXwife hated guns.
When we had a disturbance outside one night, she asked - you
got your gun? Not only was she a hypocrite, 
she gave lousy head too!

Birth Control: A young lady (mid 20’s) was crossing the street
with 6 children (ages 3-8). She had her hands full 
trying  to control all her kids. I stopped my truck to let her cross. I
then told her how she could make it easier in the future - She
asked me how? I said - Quit Fucking! Damn, some 
people can’t take a little critiicism!

Civil Rights: This is so simple! You treat me civil,
I’ll treat you right. Everyone lose your attitude
and show a little gratitude!

Try to show a little class instead of yelling “kiss
my ass”! The whole world would be a better
place, if everything wasn’t about 
politics, religion or Race!

Frank

SPE C IA L E DITION ...
“The Great Texas Experience”

Catering
Party Room Rental

Pavilion Rental
Fundraiser 

Hosting
Oilfield Crew Catering

210-263-3805
www.texaspridebbq.net

Victoria Celestine

Ashlee Rose

Jimmy Dasher

Scatter Shots concluded
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BROADWAY JOE GONZALES
210-344-9672

BROADWAY AMUSEMENTS

CLUB OWNERS
MAK E  MOR E
MON E Y  $ $$

Reduce Credit Card Expenses
GET A MINI BANK (ATM) IN

YOUR CLUB AT NO 
EXPENSE TO YOU!

We provide ATM’s for 
festivals and other events

• INTERNET JUKE BOXES
• VALLEY POOL TABLES
• ELECTRONIC DARTS

• VIDEO GAMES

www.broadwayamusements.com

MON & THURS NIGHT POOL TOURNAMENT 7:30 PM
TUES & THURS TEXAS HOLDEM’ AT 6&9PM

CALL FOR KARAOKE SCHEDULE • FREE WIFI

830-885-4605
Hwy 46 at Sunvalley Dr.

Open Daily
Bar & 

Restaurant

MARCH BAND SCHEDULE
FRIDAYS  7:30-11:30PM
7TH ARMADILLO ROAD

14TH RICKY ADAMS BAND
21ST 2 WAY STREET

28TH BOBBY JORDAN &
RIDGECREEK

SATURDAYS 8 - 12:30PM
1ST SOUTH TEXAS REVIEW

CLASSIC COUNTRY
8TH ROCKSTAR KARAOKE

15TH ROCKADILLOS
22ND T.KAYE & SWEETFIRE
T.KAYE CD RELEASE PARTY

TERRY KAYE VOTED INTO TX MUSIC
HALL OF FAME - BEST FEMALE VOCALIST

29TH MO-DELS
SUNDAY 16TH COME OUT FOR A BENEFIT

FOR THE FOUNDATION FIGHTING 
BLINDNESS - BBQ PLATES & LIVE MUSIC

www.texas46barandgrill.com

• INTERNET
JUKEBOX

• BIG DANCE
FLOOR

• DOMINOES
• HORSESHOES

• 72” TV
• SMOKE FREE

ROOM
• LIVE MUSIC
ON WEEKENDS
NEVER A COVER!

210-490-2651
2250 Thousand Oaks (At Henderson Pass behind the Dairy Queen)

Hours: Mon-Sat 11:30 am - 2:00 am -  Sun - 12 Noon to 2:00 am

DARTS • POOL • SHUFFLEBOARD

SPORTS! SPORTS! SPORTS!
7 FLAT SCREEN TV’S

WATCH YOUR FAVORITE
SPORTS WITH US

MARCH Live Music
NO COVER - 9:30 - 1:30 am

AWESOME DAILY DRINK SPECIALS 

FRI
SAT
FRI
SAT
FRI
SAT
FRI
SAT
FRI
SAT

2/28
1
7
8
14
15
21
22
28
29

JUKEBOX ‘40’
SHUFFLEBOARD TOURNEY
DERRINGER
DJ-ROI
LONE STAR PICKERZ
DJ-ROI
N-SOMNIA
TEXAS NUTZ
LOOSE CHANGE
JUKEBOX ‘40’

EVERY Day Is S.I.N., 
UNIFORMS & SENIOR Day 15%

DISCOUNT for service industry &
Seniors (over 60) Uniform (military,

law enforcement, etc) 
OPEN TO CLOSE

SUN- KAMAKAZI’S $2.00 - 
STRAWBERRY $3.00
LONE STAR/LONE STAR LITE $2.00

MON- SMIRNOFF FLAVORS $2.00
DOMESTIC LONGNECKS $2.00

TUES-  ALL MEXICAN BEER $2.25 
CROWN & JAEGER $3.00

WED- JACK DANIELS & WELLER $2.50
HEINEKEN $2.50 - GUINESS $3.00

THURS- CUERVO $3.00 - SCHNAPPS $1.00
BEAM & SEAGRAM $2.50
BUD LONGNECK $2.00

FRI- WASHINGTON APPLE $3.50
SAT- ANGRY WATERMELON $3.50

SHINER BOCK & BECKS $3.25
OPEN TO CLOSE

$$$$$   EVERY 
THURSDAY & SUNDAY 

FREE TEXAS HOLD’EM
THURS 7:00 PM  

SUN 5:00 PM

WATCH YOUR FAVORITE
SPORTS ON OUR 8 LARGE 

FLAT SCREEN TV’S

March Shot & Beer Special
Apple Kazi & Stella Antois $3.00




