Krystal ’s Cocktails

All Spurs games on
100 inch TV screen!

KARAOKE

Wednesday thru Sunday

HAPPY HOUR

Live Music in April
4/1
4/2
4/3
4/5
4/7
4/8
4/9
4/10
4/12
4/14
4/15
4/16
4/17
4/19

Brandon Raderstorf
& True Country
8 to 11
Happy Hour with
Chad Anderson
5:30-8:30
Chicken Shit Bingo with
Misty Blue
4 to 8
Karaoke with
S&N Entertainment
7 to10
Steal Night with
Big John Mills
7 to10
The Buck Shot Band
8 to 11
Open Mic Happy Hour
5:30 to 8:30
Two Tons of Steel
Chicken Shit Bingo
4 to 8
Karaoke
7 to 10
Steak Night with
Dennis Barnes
7 to 10
Intexicated
8 to 11
Open Mic Happy Hour
5:30 to 8:30
Chicken Shit Bingo with
Country Tradition
4 to 8
Karaoke
7 to 10

4/21 Steak Night with
The Brian Duarte Trio
7 to 10
4/22 Silo Road
8 to 11
4/23 Happy Hour with
Chad Anderson
5:30 to 8:30
4/24 Chicken Shit Bingo with
Dale Watson
4 to 8
4/26 Karaoke
7 to 10
4/28 Steak Night with
Emerson Biggens
7 to 10
4/29 One Night Stand Band
8 To 11
4/30 Open Mic Happy Hour
5:30 to 8:30

SUNDAY FUNDAY
3.50 BLOODY MARY BAR
AND MIMOSAS

12-8 Sunday through Thursday
12-7 Friday and Saturday
Open noon until 2 a.m.
7 days a week

TUESDAY
SIN NIGHT SPECIALS FOR SERVICE
INDUSTRY PERSONEL

HUMPDAY
LADIES NIGHT LADIES GET 2.25
DOMESTIC BEER AND 2.75 WELLS

SATURDAY
BARTENDERS CHOICE
HAPPY HOUR 2.25 LONGNECKS
AND 2.75 WELLS PLUS
DAILY SPECIALS

Best little bar in San Antonio
(210) 607-8710
12536 Nacogdoches Rd, 78217

www.Brookspub.biz

April ENTERTAINMENT

7.25
Live Music 2-6pm

Daily Lunch Specials

April
10th Sunday afternoon
Knotty Grove
17th Sunday afternoon
Andrea Marie
24th Sunday afternoon
Barefax

✯ MONDAY -

CHEESEBURGER & FRIES
✯ TUESDAY
REUBEN & CHIPS
✯ WEDNESDAY
PHILLY & RINGS
✯ THURSDAY
THICKCUT HAM
SANDWICH & CHIPS
✯ FRIDAY
CATFISH SANDWICH & CHIPS

GRILL HOURS
Sundays - Thursday 11 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Friday & Saturday 11 a.m. - Midnight
Open 11 a.m. - Midnight, Mon. - Fri.
11 a.m. - 1 a.m. Sat. - noon - Midnight Sun.

• 2 • Action Magazine, April 2016

FRI 1 DARK CITY
FRI 8 SPITFIRE
FRI 15 RADIO ACTIVE

GO

FRI 22 MADISON’S LYRIC
FRI 29 MASTER OF METAL

S
R
U
SP
GO!

Daily Drink Specials Everyday! Ask one of
our beautiful bartenders for details.
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The big Bear with ‘some blues you can use’
It’s been a while since
Barney (Bear) Grammar
graced the pages of Action Magazine.
The big Bear with the
bass guitar chops and
melodious vocals has
changed little over the
years.
Now fronting his own
band, an outfit he calls the
Barefax Band, Grammar
is working the clubs both
in San Antonio and the
outlying area with what
seemed to us like a new
intensity.

Let us cater
your holiday
party or bring
your party to
Texas Pride.
210-649-3730
210-649-3730
www.texaspridebbq.net

“Not really,” said Bear
during a band break at Sir
Winston’s Pub. “I have
never stopped playing,
just changed some faces
and moved around some
since our last meeting. You
know me. We play a little
of
everything--blues,
country, jazz, and Americana, but the blues has always been my specialty.”
Bear’s trademark motto
is “Some Blues You Can
Use,” and his Barefax
Band is delivering plenty
of it in San Antonio nightclubs like Sir Winston’s
Pub, Barriba Cantina, Evil
Olive and others.
Barefax also plays
Riverside Bar in Blanco,
Max’s Roadhouse in
Spring Branch, Oma
Gruene’s Secret Garden
in Gruene.
His connection with
Susan Dinn, owner of Sir
Winston’s Pub, dates all
the way back to grade
school where a little Susie
attended classes with
Bear and his brother Mike.
“Then we all attended
McArthur,” Susie recalls.

“Bear has always been a
blast, and the Sir Winston’s crowd loves him
and his Barefax musicians.”
Grammar will play Sir
Winston’s April 24th with
the Haslett Brothers Band,
May 14th with The Smith
Brothers, and again on
June 4 with his Barefax
Band.
The musicians in Barefax also include lead guitarist Chris Cortissoz,
drummer John Ramsey,
and rhythm guitarist and
vocalist Jay Martinez.
“This is a good bunch,”

Bear says, but he goes on
to note that there is still a
connection
with
the
Haslett Brothers Band he
has worked with over the
years.
“I call this one the remnants of the Haslett Brothers Band,” Bear said. “It
includes Chris Cortissoz,
Terry Haslett, and Greg
(Puffy) Escamia. It’s just
another way for me to stay
busy.”
Busy has always been
a condition in Barney
Grammar’s life, for he has
managed Century Music
on Rapsody for years.

“Always kept the day
job,” he says.
The music firm has provided Barney Grammar
with a solid income, and
also served as a connection with musicians from
all points of San Antonio’s
musical spectrum.
One of those music
connections was Bobby
Hargarther, slick guitarist
and vocalist who worked
several years with Bear in
a duo they called Bob and
Bear.
“Bobby is one hell of a
guitarist and writer,” Bear
said. “He is writing songs

now, doing several projects. We had some good
years together.”
Bear comes by his talents naturally.
His mom, Dee Gee
Grammar, was a celebrated jazz and blues vocalist back in the day, and
Bear says she is healthy
now and still ready to sing
at the drop of a hat.
“She can still sing her
ass off,” Bear laughed. “I
would have her sitting in
on more of my gigs except
it’s too hard to get her off
the stage once she gets
started.”

Herb’s Hat Shop

The late He

rb and Pat

Carroll

The
Legacy
Lives

We are now a Yeti dealer

4922 Rigsby 648-9242
9 a.m. til 6 p.m.
Tuesday thru Friday
Saturday 9 a.m. til 4 p.m.
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Barney (Bear) Grammar carries on a family tradition with his band Barefax. He also plays
with the Haslett Brothers Band and several others in need of a big bass player with a
melodious singing voice. His mom, Dee Gee Grammar, was a celebrated jazz singer back
in the day.

Anhalt Hall
2390 Anhalt Rd., Spring Branch, TX 78070
830-438-2873






















CrawfishandShrimpBoilͲApril9th
GulfCoastPlayboys2pm
OuevalsCajunBand6pm


RockyKing—April16th8pm


Maifest—May21st
DonnieWavaraPolkaBand2PM
AlDressenandtheSuperSwingRevue7PM


JohnnyBush—June18th—8pm

From San Antonio: Take Hwy 281 N to Hwy 46, Turn Left,
4 miles to Anhalt Rd. & See Signs

For more info go to

ANHALTHALL.COM
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Spring has sprung and it’s time for Action Magazine’s
2016 drive for new advertisers, an endeavor we have
not overtly taken for several years now.
Print advertising is still the best promotional tool
for the money in our circle of influence, a vast area of
entertainment venues, nightclubs, restaurants, and people spots where the inhabitants are old enough to have
made some money and still young enough to get out
there and spend it.
In the vernacular of advertising agency speak
and double-dome marketing gobbledegook, the word
for it is “demographics.”
What are your demographics? I am familiar with
this question, although most Action Magazine readers
are too busy to give it much thought.
They start hitting the clubs when they are old
enough to buy alcoholic drinks, and many of them stay
with it until they can no longer hobble up to a bar stool.
Would this make our demographics range something
like 21 to 85? It is a meaningless issue and a waste of
wind to even talk about it.
Action Magazine is a great advertising vehicle
for most any business, but let’s focus here on a prospective new nightclub advertiser and what an Action ad can
do for him or her.

Best buy in town
One quarter-page ad in Action costs $255. And
this is the best print buy in town. If the nightclub advertiser gets only one new customer from his ad then the
advertisement will pay for itself 10 times over and probably a hell of a lot more.
How much will that new customer spend on any
given night of partying and drinking? How much will that
customer spend in a year’s time if he or she visits the
establishment at least twice or three times a week? And
how much will family members and freinds spend when
they are introduced to the business through that one
customer who came in after reading an Action Magazine ad?
These are questions for the short-sighted onetime advertiser who buys a single quarter-page ad then
despairs when a mob fails to materialize at the front
door.
• 6 • Action Magazine, April 2016

This is the doubter who is benefitting without
knowing it from print advertising when one customer
comes in off that single ad; and this is the first loser to
say “we didn’t get anyone in from the ad.”
Action Magazine advertising works. It’s been
working for 41 years now, and much of our appeal is in
the variety of human intrest topics we cover.
I have written articles about many musicians,
largely because musicians are colorful people. But I
have always resisted the label of music magazine. I can
write about Willie, Waylon, David Alan, and Kinky without the trite cd review columns and meaningless ratings
of bands and musicians.
Cover articles in Action have included Minnesota Fats, world champion bronc rider Casey Tibbs,
San Antonio Bandidos chapter founder Royce Showalter, tattoo legend Honest Charlie Potter, and Texas
Ranger Joaquin Jackson.
Singer, songwriter, and marketing man Jim
Chesnut
has come up with an Action Magazine rebranding, so
to speak, for anyone who might need a clarification.
Here is what Jim writes:
Action Magazine has been in continuous
monthly publication since 1975 under the inspiration
and leadership of journalist, editor and publisher, Sam
Kindrick. For over 40 years, its community of readers
has come to know and appreciate varied details of the
human story that are not told in the daily newspapers
or TV newscasts.
Action Magazine is a free tabloid-size publication available to people on-the-go who have a keen interest in “the rest of the story,” as Paul Harvey used to
say. In the present age, paid subscriptions to daily
newspapers have been declining for decades.

Daily newspaper decline
According to the Newspaper Circulation of
America, since its peak in 1993, paid Sunday circulation
of daily newspapers has declined 31.7 percent as of
2014. When considering population growth, paid circulation household market share has declined almost 32
percent, according to www.statistica.com.
Despite these facts, people still read. According
to the National Newspaper Association, 56 percent of

all community newspapers are free, and 65 percent of
all community newspaper readers admit that ads in
these publications “are influential in making purchasing
decisions.” The pass-along rate is said to be 2.3, according to the 2010 National Newspaper Association database.
Action Magazine is a free community newspaper. Members of its community are diverse and very mobile; they live in all parts of the city. They frequent
restaurants and bars. They go to movies and plays.
They fish and hunt. They exercise. They shop. And the
easiest way to reach these folks is by using the media
they choose. Reading Action Magazine is a matter of
value to its readers. It is personal. It provides them with
the information they want without forcing them to wade
through pages of stuff they don’t want. It is a quick read
and very efficient in engaging its readers.

I approve this message
Chesnut listed several good sources for his assessment, but I won’t bother to list them here. I think it
is a good rundown, and as the politicians are wont to
say, I approve this message.
We reach at least 20,000 readers monthly with
paper copies of Action Magazine, and the entire publication is on our website and available worldwide.
At Goodtime Charlie’s on Broadway at Mulberry, we have a large magazine rack by the front door
which holds a total of 800 copies.
This rack is empty at the end of every month.
Display presence in Action Magazine is good
for business, even though the ad may not contain a lot
of detail.
Research has shown that if Coca Cola removed all of
its 1 or 2-word display signs worldwide for just one year,
Pepsi would take the lead.
Augie Meyers said it best.
“You could have Jesus Christ riding a bicycle
on a highwire in the AT&T Center, and nobody would
show if nobody knew the event was happening,” Augie
said.
Augie won’t play a club that wont advertise, and
I have always said that advertising is worthless if you
have nothing worth advertising.

Johnny Bush says
Dr. Blake Simpson
rescued his career
By Sam Kindrick
Blake Simpson is the
voice doctor who saved
Johnny Bush’s career.
In
San
Antonio’s
sprawling medical community, Simpson’s formal
title is Director of the University of Texas Voice
Center and Professor in
the Department of Otolaryngology-Head
and
Neck Surgery at the University of Texas Health
Science Center in San Antonio.
That’s a mouthful of titles and qualifications for
one doctor, but country
music singing legend
Bush says Simpson’s true
value to mankind far surpasses his medical résumé.
“He is an incredible
doctor and person,” Bush
says. “This guy saved my
career.”
With a long curved
needle in one hand and a
throat camera in the other,
Dr. Blake Simpson helped
end a Johnny Bush nightmare that started one
night in 1973 in a Weslaco
beer joint and dance hall
called Jinx’s Jungle Inn.
Bush, who is now 81,
walked out to do his show

when a tightness first
crept into the vocal apparatus which produced hit
songs like Whiskey River
and There Stands the
Glass.
“My vibrato was gone,”
Bush recalls. “My vocal
cords were slamming
shut.”
He tried another song
with no better results.
Terror.
Tears.
Despair.
Outside Jinx’s, Bush
threw his guitar.
“My highs were gone,”
Johnny recalls. “I couldn’t
get up there on notes
which once came as easy
and natural as breathing.”
There followed years of
agony for Bush, trying to
sing with a raspy hoarseness which was but a
croak when compared
with the soaring tenor
which once produced hits
like You Gave Me a Mountain and Jim, Jack and
Rose.
Bush tried speech therapy with no results.
Friends and fellow musicians theorized that
Bush might have damaged his voice by singing
too high.

“I knew better,” Bush
said. “And how about the
screaming rockers? They
never lost their voices. My
vocal cords were slamming shut like a steel trap.”
When Johnny Bush
met Blake Simpson 15
years ago, the first words
that came out of Simpson’s mouth were, “You
need botox.”
Bush had already been
diagnosed with a rare malady called spasmodic dysphonia, and Dr. George
Gates, who transferred
from The University of
Texas Voice Center to
George Washington University in St. Louis, was
the first to inject botox into
the singer’s vocal cords.
“I traveled to St. Louis
for those first injections,”
Bush said. “They didn’t
work, and I was highly
skeptical when Blake suggested the treatment.”
Like many other musicians, Bush was attracted
to Simpson because of his
experience with vocalists.
“I received most of my
training at Vanderbilt University in Nashville,” Simpson said. “We treated
many famous singers for
various vocal ailments
Continued on pg. 12

651-4541

Johnny Bush and voice doctor Blake Simpson have become close
friends since Simpson’s botox treatments restored Johnny’s oncelost voice. Here they are pictured in front of gold and silver albums
which cover the walls of Bush’s den.

BEXAR BAIL
License
BONDS #145

102 S. COMAL #2, SATX 78207

4810 FM 1518 N.
1/4 MILE EAST
OFF IH35
HOURS:

7 DAYS
A
WEEK

25% OFF Most Bonds

210-224-9915

1126 W. Commerce Street ● South of jail parking lot (under the over pass)

Victoria Embrey, Manager
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Hwy. 181 S • 210-633-3400

COLD DRINKS AND A WARM
ATMOSPHERE IN SOUTH SAN ANTONIO.

Karaoke
Fridays & Saturdays

Pool • Darts • Televised Sporting Events

HANGIN’ TREE SALOON
The Fun Place to Relax. A Real Authentic Texas Saloon

OPEN 10AM DAILY • NOON SUNDAY
18424 2nd Street • BRACKEN, TX • 210.651.5812

Please don’t forget to book your parties now. Graduation is right around the corner.

APRIL BAND SCHEDULE

13247 BANDERA RD, HELOTES, TX 78237 210-695-4941

NOW FEATURING LIVE MUSIC!

FRI

1

FRI

8

FRI

15

FRI

22

FRI

29

GERONIMO
8-12PM
Absolute hall of famer.
MIKE CARR,
8-12PM
LONE STAR BAND
This is the second time to play
here and he was great.
BIMBO & BORDERLINE 8-12PM
He has been our biggest
draw this year.
MARIO MERENO AND
8-12PM
HIS SMOKING GUNS
They have a good mix of music.
TWO WAY STREET
8-12PM
They have played here
over 20 years.

Now that you’ve
found Luckenbach,
where the heck is Bracken?
We take credit cards

Amy Heller’s

APRIL BAND SCHEDULE
FRI
SAT
SUN
FRI
SAT
SUN
FRI
SAT
SUN
FRI
SAT
SUN
FRI
SAT

1
2
3
8
9
10
15
16
17
22
23
24
29
30

MYER/ANDERSON
JESSE STRATTON
RICK REYNA
BONNIE LANG
RICK BUSSY
MIKE GONZALES
JOHNNY GROSS
Gr8 BAND
KATY MCKENZIE
CHRIS LOPEZ
JORDON GIBBONS
CLIFTON DE LEON
ART & LISA
APRIL HALL
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Wednesday Nights
Songwriters Night
Hosted by
Amy Hermes
Sunday Nights
Hosted by
Adrian Rodriguez

s
w
o
h
S
g
n
i
m
o
c
p
U
Classic Rock & Top 40
For bookings
Call (210) 954-7956

April 1. . .Billy D’s
April 2. . .Booze Hounds
April 22. . .Wetmore City Limits

Amy Heller
Amy can also be
contacted for
advertising in
Action Magazine.

Charges filed
in Keating death
Two men have been indicted for murder in the
death of former San Antonio fiddle whiz Kimbo
Keating.
Kimberly Scott (Kimbo)
Keating was either beaten
or stomped to death in a
Kerrville residence on
January 25.
Now charged in the
death are Joseph Stoy
Crowe III, 50, and Justin
Hoy, 29, both of Kerrville.
A former San Antonio
music
phenomenon,
Kimbo was featured in Action Magazine back in the
1980s with a band he
called
Loaded
and
Rolling.
Kimbo had some substance abuses issues
back in the day, but musicians in the know will all
tell you that Keating was a
musical genius and one of
the greatest fiddle players
who ever lived.
Guitar great Monte
Montgomery loved Keating as a friend and mentor, saying that Kimbo
“defied logic” on fiddle
songs like Orange Blossom Special.
Details coming out of
Kerr County on Keating’s
death are sketchy, but we
did learn of a coroner’s report that said Kimbo died
from blunt force trauma.
Allegani Jani Schofield,
a friend of Kimbo’s who
lives in Fredericksburg,
said word on the streets is
that Keating was stomped
to death.
Kimbo was 62.

Blues Society
scholarship fete
Winners of the San Antonio Blues Society’s 2016
scholarship program will
be recognized April 24 at
Sam’s Burger Joint. Judging was on March 18.

Victoria Celestine
This is an annual affair
officially known as the San
Antonio Blues Society Fiesta Blues Heritage Series 2016 Sam Baird
Scholarship presentation.
This year’s awards ceremony will feature blues
legend John Nemeth,
Smokehouse Guitar Army,
The Lesti Huff Band, and
the S.A. Blue Utes Band,
which is comprised of former Sam Baird Scholarship winners.
Gate admission is $15.
Doors open at noon, with
activities starting at 12:30.
The late Sam Baird
was a blues society member who exemplified what
the society is all about-promoting and preserving
blues music.
The Sam Baird Scholarships are awarded to
graduating seniors in the
San Antonio region in

good standing and who
are continuing the pursuit
of music in some form, including all instruments,
vocals, and music composition. Aspiring sound engineers and even music
journalists are eligible.
The scholarship program started in 2006.
There were no appliants in
2006, 2007, and 2010.
Past winners and the
categories they excelled in
include:
2015:
Stephanie Castro, clarinet; Wesley D. Penny,
trumpet; Conner Smith,
saxophone.
2014:
Gilbert Salazar, drums;
Johnnie Dominguez, guitar; Joseph Herron Jr.,
marimba;
Anthony Wright, guitar;
Victoria Celestine, guitar
and vocals; and Christian
Dunham, guitar.
2013:
Sarah Monroe, vocals;
John Michael Nicholson,
guitar; Daniel Vargas;,
percussion.
2012:
Stefan D. Heuer, guitar;
Erin P. Farrar, trumpet;
Wendy El-Bayeh, piano.
2011:
Steven S. Sellers Jr.,
guitar; Mitch Moser, guitar; Julia Masters, piano.
2009:
Cesar Gonzalez, percussion; Ernesto Elizondo,
saxophone.
2008:
Nicole KIngman, percussion; Stephen Meza,
trombone.
The scholarships are
monetary awards that winners are allowed to use as

they see fit, including educational courses, instrument purchases, music
lessons, etc. These are
one-time awards which
will be paid to winners at
the upcoming awards
show.
Blues society official
Scott Mayo said monetary
value varies between
$1,500 to $500 depending
on number of winners and
available cash. He said
over $12,000 has been
awarded since the program started.
The San Antonio Blues
Society works in conjunction with art and music directors to announce and
promote this opportunity
to eligible local students.
Students eligible for
these scholarships are selected for displaying academic
strength
and
musical ambition, according to blues society literature.
According to society literature, the San Antonio
Blues Society Inc., is a
non-profit founded in 1990
for the sole purpose of
promoting and preserving
blues music.
The stated purpose
goes on to say: It is our
mission to ensure the continuation of blues music by
offering educational programs within our community and to
preserve
locations and artifacts relevant to the history of
blues music and its artists.

Viva Jazz
April is Viva Jazz Week
in San Antonio with a full
lineup of top jazz artists
due to play
in a free week-long con-

cert series on Main plaza.
The program is designed to bring local jazz
legends to “The Heart of
the
City”,
promoting
emerging musicians and
new jazz forms while improving quality of life with
education, music, and fun.
Musicians scheduled to
play, including times and
dates of performances, include John Magaldi, Monday April 4, 11 a.m.-2
p.m.; Tony Romero’s Spiders Trio, Tuesday April 5,
11 a .m.-2 p.m., and Friday April 8, 6 p.m.-9 p.m.;
Joe Posada, Tuesday April
5, 6 p.m.-9 p.m.; Chris
Guerrero,
Wednesday
April 6, 11 .m.-2 p.m.;
Gabriel Pintor, Thursday
April 7, 11 a.m.-2 p.m.;
The Kevin Nabors Trio, Friday April 8, 11 a.m.-2 p.m.
All of these musicians
come with some impressive credentials.
Sax man John Magaldi,
a New York City native,
has a fat resume that includes stints with big
bands such as Tex
Beneke, Louis Bellson,
and Boots Randolph.
He has played soul and
R&B with Marvin Gaye,
the Temptations, the Four
Tops, and others. He has
also backed Tony Bennet
and Natalie Cole.
Tony Romero’s Spiders
Trio features trumpet virtuoso Tony Romero. It is a
hard bop jazz force worth
hearing.
Joe Posada is one of
Tejano
music’s
hero
recording artists, famous
for combining the sounds
of jazz and Tejano.
Vocalist and keyboard

whiz Chris Guerrero is a
crooner whose vocal style
is specific to the jazz aficionado.
West
Side
native
Gabriel Pintor has sung
with the Temptations,
Eddie Palmieri, Dave
Samuels, Ernie Garibay,
Sexto Soul, and numerous
others. His GPCollective
Do features Chris Villanueva on keys.
Kevin Nabors Jr. was
born and raised on
Chicago’s South Side. He
attended Gershwin Academy, and became a saxophone admirer of such
influences
as
John
Coltrane and Wayne
Shorter.

Reunion time
The
11th
Annual
Southside Old Timers Reunion will again be held at
Leon’s Ice House at
Rigsby and W.W.White
next to the old Pig Stand.
Festivities start at noon
April 9 and continue on
until the cows come
home.
Attendees expected
will be of 1950s through
1960sa vintage, and former students from high
schools that include Hot
Wells, Page, Poe, Brack,
Highlands, Old Sam
Houston, Burbank and St.
Gerards.
It’s a BYOB affair with
beer and sodas available
at Leon’s. Barbecue will
be provided by donations
and a covered dish desert
will be appreciated.
Call Ray Phipps at
(210) 725-1851 for more
information.
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Continued from pg 7

Rare malady reduced
Bush’s powerful tenor
to a pathetic whisper
other than spasmodic dysphonia. I worked on
Johnny Cash, Sonny
James, Trisha Yearwood,
Naomi Judd, and many
others. I am a piano player
myself who worked in various country bands while
in college, and I guess I
am super sensitive when it
comes to career vocalists
who must depend upon
their voices for a livelihood.”
Blake Simpson is a 52year-old native of Sherman, Texas who looks 30.
His father, Dr. C.B. Simpson, is a retired Sherman
pathologist.
“I decided I wanted to
be a doctor when I was in
the second grade,” Blake
says. “And I can’t describe
the satisfaction I feel when
I see a patient make the
comeback that Johnny
Bush has made.”
In articles like this, I
normally try to shy away
from boring technicalities
as much as possible. But
to grasp and appreciate
the scope of Simpson’s
amazing
accomplishments with Bush, we have
technical explanations that
cannot be overlooked.
For openers, consider
the odds. Experts say one

“The Great Texas Experience”

Catering
Party Room Rental
Pavilion Rental
Fundraiser
Hosting
Oilfield Crew Catering
210-649-3730
210-263-3805
www.texaspridebbq.net
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person in every 35,000 will
suffer from spasmodic
dysphonia, a condition for
which there is no known
cause or cure.
“There is a theory that
physical or emotional
trauma can bring it on,”
Bush said. “And when it
happened, I had two
women in my life who
were trying to kill themselves--my wife at that
time and a secretary. But
we will never know if this
had an effect.”
Dr. Simpson doesn’t
venture a guess, but he is
quick to point out that successful treatment must
start with the patient.
Botox, the patient must
know, is really a poison
which derives from botulism and which has now
been refined for the treatment of sundry ailments.
Used properly, it can
relax muscle in a fashion
that nothing else can. People get botox injections to
relax facial muscles and
remove wrinkles, and the
laryngology specialists
have learned that vocal
cords can be relaxed in a
like fashion.
The doctor said he felt
reasonably sure that botox
would work on Bush, and
he recalls that Johnny was
shot through with fear before the first of what has
become more than 180
botox treatments.
“Of course he was terrified,” Simpson laughs.
“He had already had a bad
experience with botox
treatments that didn’t take,
and here I am with a long
needle full of poison ready
to go down his throat and
stick it into his vocal cords.
Like a big dose of cobra
venom. But by this time I
was feeling confident that

botox would work on
Johnny Bush. And I had
an idea for a special technique that, to my knowledge, had never been
tried before. You don’t normally try to talk a prospective patient into a relatively
new treatment procedure,
but this was different. I
pushed him and Johnny
went for it.”
Simpson says botox relaxes the vocal cords
when they spasm, allowing them to vibrate and
produce sound. Johnny
says the cords must vibrate much like a guitar
string.
When Bush got his first
botox shots from Dr. Gates
in St. Louis, they didn’t
work because Gates
treated only one side of
the neck. Both vocal cords
must vibrate in tandem for
the desired sounds.
“The technology was
very new then,” Dr. Simpson said. “None of us really knew a lot, and Gates
was a beginner in the
field. We later learned that
both vocal cords must be
treated, and I took it even
further with a new technique which worked beautifully on Johnny.”
Instead of injecting the
botox externally through
the neck, Simpson went
down Bush’s throat with
the long curved needle to
make the injection in what
he calls the false vocal
cords.
“Everyone has two sets
of vocal cords,” Simpson
said. “The true vocal cords
which produce sound, and
the false vocal cords
which are mainly to facilitate swallowing. The false
vocal cords are located
right above the true vocal
cords.”

Johnny Bush’s mojo has returned with the voice he once thought
was lost forever. With vocal cord botox shots and a physician who
has perfected the treatment, Johnny Bush can again reach the
high notes which produced hits like There Stands the Glass and
You Gave Me a Mountain.
Dr. Simpson explained
that the traditional method
of injecting botox through
the outside of the neck
produced a side effect
which left the patient in a
state which he called
“breathy” for several days
after the treatment.
“I first tried the new
technique on Johnny,”
Simpson said. “By injecting botox down the throat
into the false vocal cords,
I got the desired results of
relaxing the true vocal
cords without undesirable
side effects. And the result
is there for all to see and
hear. His voice is back to
its original state, and
some think he sounds as
good or better than he did
40 years ago.”

Bush concurs.
“My highs have returned,” he said. “I can
sing material like Danny
Boy and There Stands
The Glass without breaking down. It has truly
meant a new life for me,
and resumption of a career that would be over
and done without Blake
Simpson and his botox
technique.”
Bush is back at it full tilt.
On June 18 he is scheduled to play Anhalt Hall in
Bulverde, and on October
2, he will be a headliner at
Action Magazine’s 41st
Anniversary and Music
Extravaganza at Texas
Pride Barbecue.
Botox wears off. Bush
gets shots from Simpson

every six to eight weeks.
And
through
careful
awareness and timing perfected through the years,
the doctor and the patient
have worked out a system
that keeps Johnny Bush
consistently singing at the
top of his game most days
and nights.
“Blake told me it would
happen,” Bush said. “He
told me that, one day, I
would be able to tell him
how much and where to
place the botox dosage. It
has happened. We have
got it down.”
The botox injections
are painless, Bush said,
noting
that
Simpson
numbs him up with a spray
prior to each session.
Continued on pg. 14

Manziel may have committed the unpardonable
By Jacques E. Strap
Action Sports Analyst

Long before Johnny
Football was a twinkle in
his papa’s eye, there was
a quarterback at Tivy High
School in Kerrville known
as Dynamite Hoggett.
Pierce Alexander (Dynamite) Hoggett’s older
brother Jack Hoggett was
a world class calf roper,
but Johnny Football’s
predecessor as a Tivy
quarterback was somewhat less than spectacular.
I can’t recall the score,
but I was on the Junction
High School football team
that played Kerrville Tivy
back during the 1950s
when Dynamite Hoggett
was calling the Tivy signals.
Colorful days with colorful nicknames, and to
the best of my recollections Junction running
back Horsefly Murr outstripped Kerrville’s overrated field general in that
duel between jerkwater
football teams from a long
forgotten era.
So Johnny Manziel

(aka Johnny Football) was
not the first Tivy High
School quarterback with a
larger-than-life nickname
that would prove hard to
overcome.
Dynamite Hoggett handled his descent into the
reality of adult life with little
fanfare. He became a
school teacher. But Pierce
Alexander Hoggett was
not hampered with the
amazing vein of pure gold
football talent which might
be more curse than blessing for the troubled young
Johnny Football, aka
Johnny Manziel.
Dumped by the Cleveland Browns for wild partying ways which were more
acceptable
than
the
crowning
blow--allegations that Manziel physically
abused
his
ex-girlfriend, a case in
which court action is
pending.
I feel that too much was
made in the beginning of
Manziel’s drinking and
after-hours shenanigans.
So what if he was photographed floating half
drunk on an inflatable

swan in someone’s hot
tub?
And I even got a hoot
out of Manziel’s Vegas
visit while wearing a fake
mustache.
Colorful oldtime quarterbacks with a penchant
for two-fisted boozing and
wee hours activities were
more the vogue and far
more
tolerated
than
today’s run of NFL team
leaders.
How about Bobby
Layne, the Detroit great
and ex-University of Texas
quarterback who could
beat you drunk or sober?
And what about Sonny
Jurgensen? Some said
the Washington Redskins
legend didn’t start sobering up until halftime in
some of the games he
won.
Joe Namath broke
every curfew and as many
NFL rules as he led the
New York Jets to a Superbowl win; and everyone
knows how his nickname
Broadway Joe evolved. He
was a beloved icon on
New York’s Great White
Way, and a Manhattan
drunk whose every sin
could be forgiven.
It’s a different era, a different climate, and a
tougher standard that
Johnny Football faces
today. The stakes are

higher for Johnny Manziel
than they were for Layne,
Jurgensen, and Namath.
And to my knowledge, nobody ever charged Layne,
Jurgensen, or Namath
with hitting a woman.
Johnny Football’s domestic abuse case is yet
to be resolved through the
courts, but it has been reported that Coleen Crowley, Manziel’s ex, suffered
a broken ear drum as result of a blow he delivered
to her head.
Not good, and behavior
that none of us can overlook.
Johnny Manziel’s arrogant disregard for anyone
but himself, his smartassed cracks about taking
over the NFL, and his
kamikaze-like determination to wreck both his football career and his life
might be more explanable
than justifiable.
Manziel’s father called
him an alcoholic when he
was starring at Texas
A&M, and Johnny Football
later lent credence to the
statement by checking
himself into a drug and alcohol rehab center the
second year he was with
the Browns.
He emerged from
rehab with humble rhetoric
and a positive gleam in his
eye that sent hopes in

Cleveland soaring.
But it was only a matter
of months before Manziel
was waving booze bottles
and showing his ass in
general with Twitter posts
that are hard for most
sane people to fathom.
Paul Manziel called his
son an alcoholic, and it
was Paul who recently
predicted Johnny would
not live another year without some sort of professional help.
In Alcoholics Anony-

mous, nobody claims the
right to pronounce another
person an alcoholic.
But I have heard it said
that if you walk like a duck,
swim like a duck, and
quack like a duck,
chances are good that you
are a duck.
They also say that denial ain’t a river in Egypt.
So the final determination is up to Johnny, who
may damn well be a duck.
I would like to see him
make it.

Great Barbecue...
Great Texas Music...
Come Join The Fun...
Thursday Bike Night
Live Classic Rock & Blues
Friday Fish Fry and Dance
Live Country Band
Saturday
Concert and Dance
Classic Car and Hotrod
Cruise Every Sunday 1:30pm
to 6:30pm

210-649-3730
210-263-3805
www.texaspridebbq.net

SATURDAY MORNINGS
9:OOAM - 10:00AM

Roy Holley
Host

830.426.9228

royholly@icloud.com
Action Magazine, April 2016 • 13 •

Bush
continued from page 12
“I watch it on a screen,”
Bush said.
Unlike most doctors,
Simpson charted Bush’s
progress by listening to
the patient’s records and
comparing them to live
performances.
“I gave Blake recordings made when I was
singing really bad,” Bush
said. “And he now has
subsequent recordings
made after the botox really
started working. He is still
amazed at the difference.”
Simpson said he listened to a recording of
My Cup Runneth Over
which was made prebotox, then compared the
sound to a recent studio
recording of What Made
Milwaukee Famous Made
a Loser Out of Me.
“I knew the voice had
improved, but the difference in these two recording was stunning. The

satisfaction it produced in
me is indescribable,”
Simpson said.
Dr. Simpson first heard
Bush sing more than 15
years ago when he
opened for Willie Nelson
at John T. Floore Store in
Helotes.
That was the darkness
before the dawn, but neither doctor and his new
patient could foresee what
has unfolded over the
years.
During those awful
days before Blake Simpson, Bush says he
couldn’t last more than 20
minutes on a show before
his voice broke down.
“Now I can go 90 minutes and sound as good
as I did when I was 30
years old,” Johnny smiles.
Last summer Blake
heard Johnny for the first
time at a Willie Nelson 4th
of July Picnic.
Simpson recalled the
day:
“He sang Whiskey
River, Green Snakes,

There Stands the Glass
and a new song called
There Ain’t No HonkyTonks In Jail, and I’m
thinking, wow, so great, so
beautiful, and this man is
80 years old. It was a special, fantastic moment for
me.”
Simpson has been
practicing medicine at the
U.T. Health Science Center for 20 years, and Bush
says he is treating spasmodic dysphonia patients
on almost a weekly basis
now.
“They say one person
in thirty-five thousand has
spasmodic dysphonia,”
Bush said. “And Blake is
treating them all of the
time. I don’t know how to
explain it. Maybe more
and more are coming out
of the closet now that
Blake Simpson’s fame has
spread. I try to spread the
word whenever I can. The
world needs to know
about Blake Simpson. He
can change lives.”

It doesn’t take a rocket
scientist mentality to know
that print advertising, coupled
with full internet coverage, is
the best deal in town.

So what are you waiting for?

Put your business out there
where people can see it

Advertise in
Action
Magazine
Since 1975, the most respected and best-read
entertainment journal in South Texas
To advertise call (830) 980-7861
www.actionmagsa.com

Where to find Action Magazine
Northeast
Adrenalin Tattoos
Boozehounds
Bracken Saloon
Century Music
Charlie Brown’s
Cooper’s Lounge
Cootey’s
Country Nights
Crazy D’s
Cross-Eyed Seagull
Dazzles
Easy Street
Eisenhauer Flea Mkt.
Evil Olive
Fiasco
Finnegan’s
Fitzgerald’s
502 Bar
Guitar Center
Halftime Lounge
Hangin’ Tree
Jack’s
Jack-N-Arund
Jeff Ryder Drums
Krystal’s Cocktails
Lefty’s Draft House
Lone Star Bar & Grill
Locoe’s Sports Bar
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Main Street Bar & Grill
Make My Day
Martinis
Marty’s
Me and CA
Midnight Rodeo
Our Glass Cocktails
Perfect 10
Phantasy Tattoo
Planet K
Rebar
Recovery Room
Rick’s Cabaret
Rod Dog’s Saloon
Rolling Oaks
Rookies Too
Schooner’s
Sherlock’s
Snoops
Spanky’s
Sunset Club
Thanks for Vaping
(2 locations)
The Crazy Ape
The Falls
Thirsty Turtle
Turning Point
Winston’s
Zona

Northwest
Alamo Music
Baker Street Pub
Big Bob’s Burgers
Bend Sports Bar
Bone Headz
Coco Beach
Element Tattoo
Fatso’s
Honest Charlie’s Tattoo
Highlander
Hills and Dales
Ice House Bar
Joe’s Ice
Kennedy’s
Knuckleheads
Mitchell’s
Pick’s
Planet K
Secret’s Boutique
Stacy’s Sports Bar
Wetmore City Limits
Whiskey’s
Who’s Who
Central &
Downtown
Alamo Music

Armadillo
Amp Room
Augies BBQ
Big Bob’s Burgers
Bombay Bicycle Club
Casbeers
Cove
Goodtime Charlies
Joe Blues
Joey’s
Limelight
Luther’s cafe
The Mix
Olmos Bharmacy
Pigstand
Planet K
Sam’s Burger
Joint
Tycoon Flats

Spurr 122
Texas Pride BBQ
The Other Woman
The Steer
The Trap

Helotes
Bobby J’s
Floore Store
Leon Springs

Bulverde area
Antler’s Restaurant
Choke Canyon BBQ
Daddy O’s
Max’s Roadhouse
Rusty Spur
Shade Tree Saloon
Specht’s Store
Taqueria
Aguascalientes
Tetco, 46 & 281
China Grove

Angry Elephant
Longhorn Restaurant
Silver Fox
Live Oak
South Paw Tattoos

Selma
Bluebonnet Palace
Deer Crossing

Southside
Big T’s
Brooks Pub
Flipside Record Parlor
Herb’s Hat Shop
Leon’s
Mustang Sally’s
Planet K
Shady Lady

China Grove
Trading Post
Longbranch
Converse
Sportsman’s Bar

Universal City
Billy D’s
Planet K
The Pawn Pub

DE FA TRAS CHAPTER

april BAND SCHEDULE

Voted
Best
Live
Music

4/1
4/2

Happy Hour
Tues-Fri
2pm-7pm

Patio
Playground
PingPong
Table
606
W Cypress
227-2683

4/3
4/5
4/6
4/7

4/8
4/9
4/10
4/13
4/14
4/15
4/16

The Lavens
6:30 p.m.
Smokehouse Guitar Army 9 p.m.
Brian Pounds
6:30 p.m.
Kori Free
and the Groove Hounds 9:30 p.m.
Blues Society jam
3:30 p.m.
7 p.m.
Paula Cortez Band
Open mic
7:30 p.m.
with Cody Coggins
Prime Time Jazz
8 p.m.
Blue Note Ringos
7:30 p.m.
Sara Hickman
(Greenhouse Series)
7:30 p.m.
Clyde
9 p.m.
Ruben V
9 p.m.
April Hall
4 p.m.
Claudine
7 p.m.
Prime Time Jazz
8 p.m.
Kipyn Martin
6:30 p.m.
9 p.m.
Robert Kuhn
The Lavens
6:30 p.m.
9 p.m.
Michael Martin
Steve Griggs
6 p.m.
Sam Pace
9 p.m.
and the Gilded Grit

4/17

4/19
4/20
4/21
4/22
4/23
4/24
4/26
4/27
4/28
4/29

Miss Neesie and
Earfood Gospel Brunch
Will Owen Gage
John Dunham
Open mic
with Nico Laven
Prime Time Jazz
Wine Tasting
ReBeca and Friends
The Lavens
Pam and Gary Acoustic
Frank Painter Band
Abby Road
Bo Porter
Open mic
with Jeff Reinsfelder
Prime Time Jazz
Beer tasting
Sonic Waves
The Lavens
Los #3 Dinners
Chacho and Brance
Roberta Morales

Cajun French Music Association
San Antonio, Texas
1 p.m.
4 p.m.
7-9 p.m.

7:30 p.m.
8 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
8:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
9 p.m.
1 p.m.
4 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
8 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
8:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
9-11p.m.
6:30 p.m.
9-11p.m.

www.thecove.us
4/30

MAKE MY DAY LOUNGE

Corner of Perrin-Beitel & Thousand Oaks

Across from HEB

Crawfish & CAJUN FESTIVAL

Saturday, APRIL 9, 2016:: 12:00 NOON–10:00pm
HISTORIC ANHALT DANCEHALL

FOUR MILES WEST OF US 281 N. ON TX 46; RIGHT ON ANHALT LANE

$7.00 Donation at Gate– 12 & under free

Boiled Crawfish, Shrimp, Jambalaya, Gumbo, Beer, Soda, Water, Wine Coolers
Pre-Purchase Festival Tickets www.anhalthall.com

Live Cajun Music From 2:00 until 10:00 PM

GULF COAST PLAYBOYS – 2:00-5:00PM:::: ŒUVAL–6:00-10:00PM

CAKE-WALKS::: CAJUN FIDDLE RAFFLE:::CAJUN CONDIMENTS BASKET RAFFLE
REGULAR DANCES HELD 2ND SATURDAY EACH MONTH, 8:00-11:00 PM
HERMANN SONS HALL BALLROOM 525 S. SAINT MARYS ST 2ND FLOOR

MAY 14.................... ....................CHÉR LA-BAS
JUN 11...........................................GUMBO ÇA SOIR
JUL 9.............................................AUSTIN CAJUN ACES

www.cherlabas.com
www.gumbocesoir.com
www.austincajunaces.com

AUG 13..........................................CHÉR LA-BAS
www.cherlabas.com
SEP. 10...........................................ŒUVAL
www.facebook.com/breauxbridgeband
www.gumbocesoir.com
OCT. 8.............................................. GUMBO ÇA SOIR
NOV. 12 ....... ............................... BAYOU HOTSHOTS
www.bayouhotshots.com
DEC. 10 ....................................... AUSTIN CAJUN ACES www.austincajunaces.com

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC::DONATION $8.00 PER PERSON
BRING YOUR FAVORITE DANCE PARTNER: FREE PARKING ! CAJUN FOOD!

www.defatrascajun.com

We are always open at 7:00 a.m. for our night shift patrons
We open Sundays at 12:00 ◆ (210) 655-6367

CALL , TEXT, OR E-MAIL FOR MORE INFORMATION

FREE POPCORN, POOL AND WI-FI

CUT THIS OUT AND STICK IT ON YOUR REFRIGERATOR DOOR!!

KARAOKE WITH LARRY & MADONNA
Every Thursday and Saturday at 9:30pm
and every Friday at 8:00pm

KARAOKE WITH JOHN & KATHRYN

ALL STAR JAM ✸ 25TH YEAR
Every Monday at 8:00pm

Hosted by Mike Ellis and Jackie Huddle
Every Sunday at 9:30pm

Frank Mumme’s

All Requests Welcome

r
e
h
t
O
e
Th

n
a
m
o
W
Karaoke

unge
Cocktail Lo

on Fridays & Saturdays

South San Antonio’s friendly gathering place
5 minutes from Downtown San Antoinio.
Pool • Darts • Televised Sporting Events
1123 Fair Ave. (210) 534-7399
Open Monday - Sunday 12 Noon - 2 a.m.

210-355-1157 cherlabas@hotmail.com

CLUB OWNERS
MAKE MORE
MONEY $$$
Reduce Credit Card Expenses

GET A MINI BANK (ATM) IN
YOUR CLUB AT NO
EXPENSE TO YOU!
We provide ATM’s for
festivals and other events

• INTERNET JUKE BOXES
• VALLEY POOL TABLES
• ELECTRONIC DARTS
• VIDEO GAMES

BROADWAY AMUSEMENTS
BROADWAY JOE GONZALES
210-344-9672

www.broadwayamusements.com
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