www.Brookspub.biz

Live Music in December
12/1 THU
12/2 FRI

Steak Night
Dennis Barnes and
the 2x4s
12/4 SUN Dale Watson and
his Lone Stars
12/7 WED Dallas Moore
12/8 THU All invited to Big T’s
Christmas Party
Dale Watson and
his Lone Stars playing
12/9 FRI Able and The Boyz
12/11 SUN Bonnie Montgomery
12/15 THU Steak Night
12/16 FRI Texas T and
the Shine Runers
12/18 SUN Dale Watson
and his Lone Stars
12/25 SUN Closed
12/30 FRI Steve Griggs
12/31 SAT New Year’s Eve Party!
David Touchton and
The Nowhere band
$5 cover

New Year’s Eve Party
December 31st
Chicken Shit Bingo
Every Sunday
4-8
Every Friday
Food Truck
Tasty Fusions!

December ENTERTAINMENT
FRI 2nd Dark City
SAT 17th Christmas Party 3-?
FRI 9th Collateral Damage FRI 23rd Madison’s Lyric
FRI 16th Groove Line
FRI 30th Cindy’s Birthday Bash
Christmas Party - Saturday 17th - 3pm - ?
Cindy’s Birthday Bash - Friday 30th - All Day!
Tomans 1-4pm Collateral Damage 9:30pm-2am

Holiday Hours: Christmas Day: 4pm-2am
New Years Eve: noon-7pm ❅ New Years Day: 4pm-2am

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year
from Brooks Pub

Daily Drink Specials Everyday! Ask one of
our beautiful bartenders for details.

Under
New
Ownership

Open
2 p.m. thru 2 a.m.
7 days a week

13477 Wetmore Rd. ★ (210)490-3038
Mondays
Tuesdays
Wednesdays
Thursdays
Fridays
Saturdays
Sundays
Fri
Sat
Thu
Fri
Sat
Fri

Blue Collar Mondays
Tap Beer Tuesdays
Dazed and infused Wednesdays
Jammin Thursdays
(Open mic with Jake Castillo)
Live music $3.50 Fireball
Live music $3.50 Deep Eddy Flavors
Happy Hour all day

Live Bands in December
2
3
8
9
10
16

The Worx
Step Aside Blues Band
Comedy Night
Cosmic Box
The Jake Castillo Trio
Knotty Grove

Sat
Fri
Sat
Fri
Sat

17
23
24
30
31

The Bongo Katz
The Return
Merry Christmas Eve
Tino and The Cocinos
New Years Eve with
The Derringer Band

Mention this ad and get a free appetizer

Check out our HUGE PATIO
Pool, darts, Golden Tee, flat screen TVs
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13247 BANDERA RD, HELOTES, TX 78237 210-695-4941

NOW FEATURING LIVE MUSIC!
DECEMBER BAND SCHEDULE

FRI
SAT
FRI
SAT
FRI
SAT
FRI
FRI

2
3
9
10
16
17
23
30

BONNIE LANG
JESSE STRATTON
FALLON FRANKLIN
BRYAN BROS
MEYER/ANDERSON
MELISSA BROOKS
STEVEN CURD
EDEN BROOKE

Join Us
Every Wednesday
Songwriters Night
hosted by
Amy Hermes
Every Sunday
Songwriters Night
hosted by
Adrian Rodriguez

advertising is worthless if you have nothing worth advertising
Put your money where the music is. . .
Advertise in Action Magazine
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Late DA Charlie Lieck
would be proud of son
they call Mr. Christmas

Businessman Chip Lieck prepares for his personal Santa
gig which sees him and helpers provide Christmas cheer for
needy families.

651-4541
4810 FM 1518 N.
1/4 MILE EAST
OFF IH35
HOURS:

7 DAYS
A
WEEK

Chip Lieck started helping needy families at Christmas time back in 1989.
He didn’t want the title
Mr. Christmas, but that’s
what many call him today,
result of a one-man effort to
provide Christmas cheer to
needy families.
“It’s just something that
happened,” Lieck said. “I
don’t want personal publicity or anything like that, but
the time has come when
this growing program could
be expanded even more.”
Lieck and his group of
volunteers are not looking
for added personnel at this
time.
“We would like to find
people willing to sponsor a
family or two, donate a
meal, or simply make a donation,” Lieck said. “We will
do the buying, wrapping of
gifts, and delivery of food
and gifts on Christmas Eve.
It’s all about bringing the joy
of Christmas to families who
are in need.”
Lieck and his helpers are
ready to provide Christmas
cheer for as many families
as possible.
“We will probably do 30
or more this year,” Lieck
said. “The most we have
served in a given year was
40.”
Chip is a true humanist.
His late father, onetime district attorney Charlie Lieck,
was a close personal friend
of ours, and we know Chip
to be one of those rare individuals who gets his kicks

helping his fellows.
He threw a party for
World War I veterans in
1989, and progressed to his
adopt-a-family-for-Christmas project the same year
on the suggestion of a female employee of the Texas
Department of Rehabilitation.
“She asked why I didn’t
do something for Christmas,” Lieck said. “I knew we
already had Elf Louise, Toys
for Tots, Blue Santa, and
others. But nobody was taking on entire families at
Christmas. I decided to take
on an entire family and get
them set up for the holidays.”
Lieck said the first year
was spent helping a family
of four little girls and their
parents. He said he was at
a low spot in life when he
started the project.
“My grandmother had
just died, and I believe I got
as much out of it as the kids.
I couldn’t believe the joy and
gratitude that I saw,” Lieck
said. “That was the start and
the program blossomed
after that.”
The next year, Chip and
his helpers found themselves in the kitchens and
living rooms of four more
poor families.
In his seventh year, there
were 16 families on his list,
and the number continued
to grow. He has a loyal crew
of helper elves, the most active being Arleen Peters
and Julie Cooke.

“People had been offering to help me,” Lieck said.
“I decided to accept that
help.”
Lieck contacts churches
and social workers from
economically
deprived
areas of the city, and he
takes referrals from friends
on names of families who
may have it hard at Christmas time.
Children in each family
selected fill out a wish list,
and each one receives
three or four wrapped presents. The families are also
provided with clothing and
other necessities of life.
Lieck has two businesses, one being a jackof-all-trades operation titled
San Antonio Concierges,
and the other a seasonal
Christmas decorating business he calls Holiday
Lights and Decorations.
His big love, though, is
the humanitarian project
that earned Lieck the nickname Mr. Christmas.
“We are concentrating
now on new people willing
to adopt a family at Christmas,” Lieck said. “And we
can always use Christmas
presents,
Christmas
trees, food, cash contributions, and Santa decorations.”
If you would like to help
Mr. Christmas and his
elves, call:
Chip Lieck at 210-7718264.
Julie Cooke at 361463-9596.

SATURDAY MORNINGS
9:OOAM - 10:00AM

Roy Holley
Host
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830.426.9228

royholly@icloud.com

Holiday Specials

from

All Childrens boots
10% OFF
Ladies Corral boots
10% OFF

Men’s
Ariat
boots
$10
OFF

Ladies Old West boots
10% OFF

www.cowtownboots.com
4522 Fredericksburg Road ● San Antonio, Texas ● 210.736.0990
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I can remember
some good times
with Leon Russell
Leon Russell
The death last month of Leon Russell triggered
a flood of emotions within me.
I cried a few tears of sorrow for Leon’s exodus
from this old place in time we call life; I cried some tears
of joy as well, recalling the meeting one starry night 43
years ago between Leon Russell and my 16-year-old
son Grady.
Quirky, introverted, superstitious, mysterious, and kind...accurate words of description for the
Oklahoma super talent who was a rock-and-roll
deity in the early 1970s.
Leon was my late son’s idol. Grady worshiped
the ground Russell walked on, and my personal interaction with Willie Nelson was of little consequence to
my son before his eventual meeting with Russell.
Grady met Willie early on. I had introduced
them when I was bar-hopping around San Antonio with
Nelson, Billy Cooper, Larry Trader, and a few other
members of the Austin rat pack identified then as the
Willie Nelson Family.
In those days, my kid had no way of knowing
that Nelson and Russell had been close for years. I
guess I knew it, but Leon wasn’t around us much in
those days, and I had never shared this knowledge with
my son.

John T. Floore’s
In the late 1960s and early 1970s, Willie was
playing John T. Floore Country Store in Helotes on almost a monthly basis. John T. usually closed down before midnight, so we had up until 2 o’clock in the
morning to bounce around live music joints like Romy
Vela’s and Sam Noin’s legendary Bijou, The Scotchman’s Club, and sometimes The Satin Doll which was
owned then by Rudy Limon.
Willie loved to walk unannounced into these
joints where he was almost always invited to take the
stage with whoever might be playing on a given night.
This all transpired before the first Willie Nelson Fourth of July Picnic in 1973 at Dripping
Springs, and before the 1975 release of the Nelson
epic album Redheaded Stranger which has more
than doubled the required million in sales for platinum status.
Willie hit superstar heights and more with Redheaded Stranger, but his name wouldn’t fill hippodromes and cover cow pastures when he hatched the
idea of a July 4 picnic in 1973. He needed star power to
• 6 • Action Magazine, December 2016

pull off what became known as The Country Music
Woodstock, and he knew where to find the power he
needed.

Leon to the rescue
Enter Leon Russell.
He was the superstar, having written and
recorded hits like Tight Rope, Lady Blue, A Song For
You, Hummingbird and many more.
The New York Times said the following:
With his trademark top hat, hair well past his
shoulders, a long, lush beard, an Oklahoma drawl and
his fingers splashing two-fisted barrelhouse piano
chords, Mr. Russell cut a flamboyant figure in the early
1970s. He led Joe Cocker’s band Mad Dogs & Englishmen, appeared at George Harrison’s 1971 Concert for
Bangladesh in New York City and had numerous hits of
his own.
Many of his songs became hits for others,
among them “Superstar” (written with Bonnie Bramlett)
for the Carpenters, “Delta Lady” for Mr. Cocker and “This
Masquerade” for George Benson. More than 100 acts
have recorded “A Song for You,” which Mr. Russell said
he wrote in 10 minutes.
This was the Leon who had my youngster enthralled back during those early years, and the relatively reduced drawing power of Willie Nelson never
gave anyone reason to believe that Nelson would someday be a bigger box office magnet than Russell.
Never mind that Willie had written country
hits for Ray Price and Faron Young, and that Patsy
Cline’s recording of Nelson’s tune Crazy enabled
her to be the first female ever to record and sell a
million records.
Billboard Magazine picked Leon Russell as the
number-one concert act in America in 1973, and this is
who Nelson had tapped to put his July 4 picnic in the
Texas music record books.
My son didn’t know Russell was going to be on
the picnic show, largely because of his disinterest at the
time in what he knew about country music.
“Shit kicker stuff,” he told me.
Grady was unaware at that time that Russell
had also recorded country music under the name Hank
Wilson (Roll In My Sweet Baby’s Arms, and numerous
others.)
I asked him and my younger son Steve to ride

with me to what turned out to be the cow pasture monster outside of Dripping Springs. Grady first said he
wasn’t interested in going, then reluctantly agreed to go
along for the ride if that would make me happy. The
younger boy was game for anything.
We arrived at the Dripping Springs concert site
at sundown. A few campfires had already been built,
and I was quick to locate the one I was looking for.

In this 1970s photo, I was handing Leon
what appears to be a cigarette. It might
have been a “funny one,” I can’t recall.
The long blond mane
Two guys sitting on a log, both holding guitars.
I recognized Willie right off. He was facing me. The other
guy with a guitar had his back to us as we approached.
I recognized the long blond hair that reached almost to
his belt.
No mistaking Leon Russell, and Willie seemed
Continued on pg. 14

The incredible story
of a songwriter icon
who belongs in Texas
By Sam Kindrick
When Alex Harvey was
6, sitting in a first grade
desk in the Henning, Tennessee
Elementary
School, he fell in love with
the girl sitting directly behind him.
“Her name was Maria,”
Alex recalled. “I was really
smitten, and I recalled
someone telling me that
the way to get a girl to fall
in love with you was to
write her a poem.”
Harvey said he wrote
the poem, then pulled it in
and out of his pocket until
it was dog-eared as he
nervously waited for the
school bell to ring.
“When the bell rang, I
slapped that poem down
on her desk and ran like
hell to the school bus,”
Alex said. “I was on the
bus and watching as she
came out of the school
building reading my poem.
There was this giant smile
on her face, and I knew
then what I wanted to do
for the rest of my life.”
That was the childhood
budding of a music career
which has seen Alex Harvey flower and evolve into
one of the greatest songwriters on the planet
today, penning such hits
as Delta Dawn, Ruben
James, and hundreds of
other songs which have
taken him into Hollywood
film and television roles as

“The Great Texas Experience”

Catering
Party Room Rental
Pavilion Rental
Fundraiser
Hosting
Oilfield Crew Catering
210-649-3730
210-263-3805
www.texaspridebbq.net

well as music composition
in the film and TV industries. His songs recorded
by a vast number of recognized artists are nearing 300-million in total
sales.
Alex Harvey and his
wife Gineille played Action
Magazine’s 41st Anniversary and Music Extravaganza at Texas Pride
Barbecue in October, and
the big news today is that
Alex and Gineille are in
the process of moving
back to Texas from
Nashville with plans to buy
and settle permanently in
the Texas Hill Country
north of San Antonio.
Harvey and I first became friends when he
lived and worked in Texas
back during the late 1970s
and 1980s. Alex now says
he is coming back to stay.
“We have been playing
some dates in Texas while
staying on first one and
then another ranch property in the Blanco and
Llano areas,” Harvey said.
“We have three properties
in Nashville which are up
for sale, so it is just a matter of time until we will be
back in Texas for good.”
. Everyone from Kenny
Rogers to Jimmy Buffet
have recorded Harvey
originals,
and I have
wanted to interview Alex
for this article since our
paths again crossed back
during this past summer.
Ironically, it was twin
tragedies in our personal
lives which brought about
our rekindled friendship-the suicides of Alex’s
mother, Emily Jeanette,
and my oldest son, Grady.
I had known for years
that Harvey’s Tanya Tucker
hit song Delta Dawn was
about his mother who
took her own life when he
was 14, but he had no way
of knowing that my son
Grady had removed himself from this earth on
February 13, Valentine’s

Eve, in 1993.
Emily (Delta Dawn)
Janette Harvey drank a
case of beer and deliberately drove her car into a
rock wall.
Grady used a pistol.
I had mentioned my
son in an Action Magazine
column which was posted
on Facebook this past
summer, and someone
forwarded the post to Harvey.
Alex in turn Facebooked me his condolences on the loss of my
son, and the rest is recent
history. I invited him to
play on our anniversary
show and he accepted.
Working as a duo, Harvey
and his wife wowed the
crowd at our Action Magazine concert, and the two
of us later hooked up in a
Fredericksburg art gallery
for the interview that resulted in this article.
The songwriters who
create the music have always impressed me far
more than the human
jukeboxes who cover the
original works of others.
That is what first drew me
to Willie Nelson and
Johnny Bush, and that’s
what stoked my initial interest in Alex Harvey.
Harvey songs like
Ruben James and Delta
Dawn have souls of their
own, and other Harvey
works like the song Rings
(as in ring, ring, telephone
ring) were recorded by
multiple artists.
Alex says he doesn’t
know how to rate a song.
If it works it works, and he
doesn’t try to analyze it.
“Ruben James was the
song that got me in with
Kenny Rogers and a Capitol Records recording contract,” Harvey said. “Delta
Dawn is the song about
my mother and a Tanya
Tucker hit with an entire
story of its own. And Rings
was recorded by seven
artists. The Glaser Broth-

Alex Harvey’s songs are nearing the 3-million mark in total sales.
He says he wrote the great hit Delta Dawn in 12 minutes.
ers had a number-one
country hit with it; a group
called Cimarron had a
number-one pop hit with it;
but my favorite recording
of them all was by Memphis guitar rockabilly legend Lonnie Mack.”
Harvey recalls watching Lonnie Mack pull one
of his own teeth with a pair
of pliers.
“Lonnie was something
else
again,”
Harvey
grinned.
“He was tough and he
could sing and play a guitar in the fashion of his
idol, the late Merle Travis.”
In addition to the artists
already mentioned, Harvey
songs written specifically
for film
have been
recorded by Sammy Davis
Jr., Henry Mancini, Andy
Williams, Eydie Gorme’,
Peggy Lee and Andre
Constelanetz.
Other
artists like Willie Nelson,
Bette Midler, Billy Ray
Cyrus, and Jimmy Buffet
have recorded one or
more Alex Harvey tunes.

Kenny Rogers has
recorded 18 Harvey originals, including the monster hit Ruben James.
Harvey himself has
recorded most all of the
songs he has written, including his latest release
which is on iTunes titled
Texas 101 which is offered
in conjunction with Harvey’s book Texas 101,
“what ever non-native
needs to know.”
The music has crossed
Harvey over into actual
film and TV acting, resulting in his having parts in
Fire Down Below, starring
Steven Segall, Country
with Jessica Lange, The
Long Summer of George
Adams, Dallas, Walker
Texas Ranger, Days of
Our Lives, and numerous
others.
He hasn’t slowed with
his songwriting. His latest
potential hit is a Tex-Mex
tune and Alan Jackson release titled Seguro Que
Hell Yes.
“That translates into
You dadgummed right,”

Harvey smiles. “It’s just
one of many. I don’t know
how to stop writing songs.
I write 50 or 60 new ones
a year. I guess I have
about fifteen hundred
songs total. I can do threehour shows playing all
originals that I believe
people want to hear.”
Newer Alex Harvey
fans will note the cross on
his guitar strap and the
symbol of Christianity that
hangs around his neck.
He said he was called
to a music ministry about
10 years ago, writing
songs to mesh with the
sermons of a non-denominational church minister
in Tennessee.
“I walked up and
knocked on the church
pastor’s door,” Harvey recalls. “He didn’t know me
from Adam. I told him I
wanted to write songs that
would lift his sermons up
to the light. We wound up
doing this for four years.
The preacher would tell
me in advance what the
Continued on pg. 8
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Harvey’s Ruben James about love ignoring racial barrier
Alex Harvey continued from pg 7
sermon would cover, and I
would write the matching
song. I did this as long as
the Lord wanted me to do
it. Now I do church worship
services,
biker
churches,
cowboy
churches.”
Harvey’s record label is
titled Preshus Child Music,
but his Christian leanings
have done nothing to blunt
his sweeping appeal as
both a writer of soulful
people music and as a
performer.
Alex
stands
6-3,
weighs over 200, and enjoys the love and respect
of thousands. It is the unrehearsed humility that
magnetizes the man,
along with a wholesome
recognition of at least one
mistake which his own
laid-back good nature may
have fostered.
Harvey resents both
himself and fellow songwriter and musician Larry
Collins, who legally claims
half of the writer royalties
on Alex’s signature song
Delta Dawn.
“Stupidity on my part,”
Harvey said. “Larry didn’t
write a single word in
Delta Dawn. Not a note. I
gave him half of the song
without really thinking
about what I was doing. I
feel now that part of my
song was stolen.”
Harvey explains the

Collins controversy on his
website: deltadawn.org
after a synopsis on the
rural Tennessee life and
death of a girl whose
dreams could never be.
“My mother was the
daughter of a share cropper in Sun Flower County,
Mississippi,” Alex writes.
“She was the fourth of
seven children. Being from
a share cropper family
meant that from the moment you became old
enough to work you
worked. She was a beautiful woman and she
worked very hard as a
child and as a woman approaching adulthood. She
had dreams that one day
her shining knight would
come, sweep her off of her
feet, and take her away to
a better world, as in:
Delta Dawn, what’s
that flower you have on?
Could it be a faded
rose from days gone
by?
And did I hear you
say, he’s meeting you
here today,
To take you to his
mansion in the sky...
Harvey describes his
father as being a snappilydressed sport from a
pretty good West Tennessee family, a traveling
salesman who was gone
from home up to a week at
a time.
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“He wore a tailor made
suit, a starched white
shirt, a necktie tied in a
windsor knot, and a pair of
Edmond Clap shoes,” Alex
recalls. “On his head he
wore a Stetson fedora,
cocked over to one side
with the brim bent down
over his right eye like
Spencer Tracy.
“My mother’s speech
wasn’t good. She could
never live up to the presumed level of my father’s
family,” Harvey said. “She
became very frustrated,
started drinking a lot, and
I can remember her and
my father fighting and arguing.”
Harvey says his father
contracted tuberculosis,
and that his mother had to
take charge of a small
country store they had acquired. His father went
into a TB hospital shortly
before her death.
Alex got his first guitar
at age 12. He formed his
own band and placed in a
talent contest when he
was 14.
“Mama wanted to go
hear me at the contest,”
Harvey recalls. “I discouraged her. I remember saying, ‘Mama, you have
been drinking too much. I
don’t want you at the contest. You would embarrass
me.’”
So Emily Jeanette
stayed home, while Alex
went on to play in the con-

Alex Harvey performing at Action Magazine’s 41st Anniversary
and Music Extravaganza at Texas Pride Barbecue. He’s moving
back to Texas and says he will play the 42nd for sure.
test.
While he was gone,
she drove her car into the
wall.
“That pain runs deep,
as you know,” Harvey said.
“And you know about the
guilt we heap upon our
heads. For years I went
feeling like my mother’s
death was my fault. I know
better now, and I have a
better understanding of
the pain we must go
through. I look at the pain
now as a gift from God. If
we can get through that
kind of pain with God’s
help, then we are strong
enough to face any challenge.”
Shortly before Alex
wrote Delta Dawn, he and
fellow songwriter Larry
Collins had collaborated to
co-write a song titled Tulsa
Turnaround which proved
to be a hit for Three Dog
Night.
With members of Merle
Haggard’s band and the
Buck Owens Band, Harvey and Collins had been
partying late at the
Palomino Club in Los Angeles, drinking too much
and exulting in their joint
Tulsa Turnaround success.

Harvey said most
everyone had crashed out
in the Larry Collins living
room when he wrote Delta
Dawn.
“As I sat on the couch
with my guitar I had a vision that my mother, Emily
Jeanette,
was
flying
around the room in a rocking chair and laughing,”
Harvey recalls. “I began to
remember and be remorseful of the fact that I
did not get to tell my
mother goodbye, nor had I
really shown her how
much I loved her. As I
began to play the plaintive
melody that was to become Delta Dawn I was
overwhelmed by the love
that I knew she had felt for
me.”
The song, he said, was
written in 12 minutes.
“As I began to play the
song,” Alex said, “Larry
woke up, sensing that a
song had been written that
he was not a part of. He
very quickly said, ‘Here, let
me show you how to play
that.’ He took the guitar
and played nothing that I
wasn’t already playing.
Nothing was added and
nothing was taken away.
“I look back now and

see how ridiculous it was
to give him half of a song
that he had nothing to do
with. At the time, I felt he
was my friend and it
seemed like the brotherly
thing to do. And I must
admit that I had likely had
too much to drink that
night.”
With his sister Lorrie,
Larry Collins was half of
the Collins Kids duo that
wowed country music audiences during the 1960s.
Many will recall Larry’s expertise on a double-neck
electric guitar.
“I didn’t really start resenting the gift of a song I
gave until I heard Larry introduce the song as he
played in Lake Tahoe with
his sister,” Harvey said.
“He gave no thought to
even mentioning my
name. I kept my mouth
shut about this for many
years, the same way
many writers have done,
professing some sort of
distorted grace. Delta
Dawn is about my mother,
a gift God gave me, and I
thank the Lord for such a
gracious gift. I am happy
to say that I have never
taken credit for composing
Continued on pg. 12
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Anhalt Hall
2390 Anhalt Rd., Spring Branch, TX 78070
830-438-2873

December 17th — Alex Dormont &
Hot Texas Swing Band — 8pm
January 21 — Mario Flores and the
Soda Creek Band — 8pm
February 18 — Billy Mata
and the Texas Tradition — 8pm

BEXAR BAIL
License
BONDS #145

102 S. COMAL #2, SATX 78207

25% OFF Most Bonds

210-224-9915

1126 W. Commerce Street ● South of jail parking lot (under the over pass)

MAKE MY DAY LOUNGE
Victoria Embrey, Manager

Corner of Perrin-Beitel & Thousand Oaks
Across from HEB

From San Antonio: Take Hwy 281 N to Hwy 46, Turn Left,
4 miles to Anhalt Rd. & See Signs

We are always open at 7:00 a.m. for our night shift patrons

For more info go to

We open Sundays at 12:00 ◆ (210) 655-6367
FREE POPCORN, POOL AND WI-FI

ANHALTHALL.COM

What Johnny Bush says
about Action Magazine:
I can sum up
Action Magazine
in two words:
Informative and
effective. I not
only read Action,
I also support it.
Action Magazine
is San Antonio’s
number one
entertainment
guide.

Country star Johnny Bush

Johnny
Bush

www.actionmagsa.com
Visit us on the web!
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THANK YOU DISCOUNTS FOR FIRST RESPONDERS

ALL STAR JAM ✸ 26TH YEAR
Hosted by Mike Ellis, Jackie Huddle
and the Fabulous Funtones
Every Sunday at 9:30pm

KARAOKE WITH LARRY & MADONNA
Every Friday and Saturday at 9:30pm

KARAOKE WITH JOHN & KATHRYN
Every Thursday at 8:00pm

Hwy. 181 S • 210-633-3400

COLD DRINKS AND A WARM
ATMOSPHERE IN SOUTH SAN ANTONIO.

Karaoke
Fridays & Saturdays

Pool • Darts • Televised Sporting Events

Hunter’s Ball
Jake Hooker was only
one in a phalanx of top-tier
country musicians who
played the Hunter’s Weekend celebration at James
McGroarty’s 11th Street
Cowboy Bar in Bandera.

New Minds Eye

Jake Hooker
Turnout for the November 4th, 5th, and 6th
blowout was nothing short
of phenomenal. W
e
caught the Friday night
show which featured Jake
Hooker and the Outsiders,
a performance opened by
Jake’s father, veteran
country musician Tommy
Hooker.
To view photos from
the Bandera Hunter’s
Weekend celebration at
11th Street Cowboy Bar
see Everybody’s Somebody in Action Magazine
on page 9 of this issue.
More than a thousand
hunters,
foxy
ladies,
tourists from all over the
Texas globe, and shitstomping cowboys poured
into 11th Street Cowboy
Bar for the Friday night
show, and there were
even more for the Saturday night festivities.

player), Laurent (Bubba)
Peron, Beth Hooker, Ron
Rose, record producer
and Rockstar Academy
founder Michael Morales,
Sylvia’s son Matthew Kirk,
Bobby Baker, Hector Saldana, Roger Santos,
Bobby Gonzalez, Bill
Caisse, and Geronimo
Trevino just for starters.

There might have been
a million in attendance before it was all over as it
was impossible to conduct
an accurate head count.
In addition to the Hookers, entertainers on the
three-day bill included
Brett
Mullins,
Jeff
Woolsey, Five Card Draw,
John Christopher Way,
Cactus Country, and Natalie Rose.
Minds Eye Tattoo impresario Robin Fitzgerald
is expanding.
Fitzgerald still maintains his Minds Eye shop
on Broadway at Loop 410,
but he will soon open a
second Minds Eye studio
on Perrin Beitel Road in
the quarters long occupied by James Snap’s
Phantasy Tattoos.
Other than Honest
Charlie Potter, who is now
in retirement, Snapper is
the dean of San Antonio
tattoo artists, having
started his business many
years ago at the Eisenhauer Road Flea Market.

Snapper

Scott Byers

Claude Morgan

“We may eventually
move everything to the
Perrin Beitel Road location,” Robin said, “But for
the present time, we will
have Minds Eye shops in
both locations.”
Fitzpatrick, along with
Jedidia Reid of Element
Tattoos, is one of the better known and well established tattooers on the
San Antonio scene.
He employes two other
tattooers at the Broadway
location, and may add
more with the expansion.
Snapper and his tattooer wife Strawberry are
not getting out of the
trade.
“We will be doing tattoos in other shops,”
Snapper said. “I just got
tired of the grind and the
extra energy it took to
maintain a shop of my
own. Robin is a good tattooer and I wish him well
at my old location.”

Byers was a popular
and talented vocalist and
guitarist best remembered
from his early 1980s band
Blackrose, a group that
featured Byers on vocals
and guitar, Mike Kennedy
on drums, John David
Martinez on vocals and
percussion, Roger Santos
on bass and vocals, and
Jeff Crisler on vocals and
guitar. And there were a
few others who came and
went.
Kennedy left Blackrose
to join Ricky Skaggs and
later the George Strait
Band.

Musicians from many of
the popular 1970s and
1980s groups were on
hand, representing such
outfits as Sylvia and Cecil,
Man Mountain and the
Green Slime Boys, The
Blast, Buckboard Boogie
Boys, Stardust and others.
Fitting every musician
with every band from that
era would be impossible,
but everyone was at the
Byers life celebration, and
everybody knew everybody else.

Byers benefit
Robin Fitzgerald
Fitzgerald, who has operated Minds Eye at the
Broadway location for 15
years, is originally from
San Diego, California.

Musicians poured in
from California, Nashville,
and other Texas cities for
the Scott Byers family
benefit last month.
Scott died of a heart attack in October. He was
60.

Michael Morales
There were more,
many more, so we prevailed upon Sylvia Kirk for
more background information.
“Steve
Shannon
played,” Sylvia said. “Lynnie Isaacks played congas. Her brothers, John
and Jim Isaacks were
there, along with their
fearless
leader
Bud
Luecke, along with Billy
Donahue, all from the old
Morning Band.

Beth Hooker
Sylvia Kirk
Kennedy played some
drums at the benefit which
featured vocals by Sylvia
Kirk, a picking and singing
partner of Scott Byers for
a number of years.

We saw and visited
with many, including
Claude Morgan, Tom
Devine, Cecil Thomason
(of Cecil and Sylvia from
the 1970s and 1980s),
Michael Workman (a
Blackrose
keyboard

Monte Montgomery
Continued on pg. 14
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Alex Harvey
continued from pg 8
anything that I didn’t fully
contribute to nor do I have
any intention of doing so
in the future.”
The music business has
never come easy for Alex
Harvey, but his delta country soul music upbringing
just outside of Memphis,
coupled with an innate
grasp of the written word
and a true love of people,
hatched a songsmith who
would not be denied.
“I finished the university,” Harvey recalls, “and I
was in a play with Billy Ed
Wheeler when I really
caught the songwriter itch.
Wheeler was a playwright
who studied at the Yale
Drama School, and I knew
he was a great songwriter.
He wrote Jackson, Desert
Pete, and The Reverend
Mr. Black. I pushed until
he agreed to hear five of
my songs. I played them
for him, then waited for his
pearls of wisdom and advice on what I needed to
do. He told me my five
songs were the worst
songs had ever heard,
and that I should immediately give up any notion of
being a songwriter.”
Undeterred, Harvey beseeched Wheeler to hear
even more of his songs,
and when this wish was
granted, Alex proceeded
to move in nextdoor to the
esteemed
playwright,
poet, and songwriter.

Voted
Best
Live
Music

Happy Hour
Tues-Fri
2pm-7pm

Patio
Playground
PingPong
Table
606
W Cypress
227-2683

Harvey said: “Billy Ed
was right. Those five
songs were really bad.
And I knew I was rejected
by someone who knew
what they were talking
about. I kept writing songs,
and Wheeler kept listening
to them, and I must have
run a hundred by him before he finally heard one
he said was worth recording.”
Harvey’s first big break
came when Kenny Rogers
agreed to hear the song
Alex had written about
some old black share
croppers who lived in a
shack and blacksmith
shop across the road from
the Harvey property near
Henning,
Tennessee.
Their names were Walter
DeBerry, his brother Albert DeBerry, and Wesley
Watkins, and they took a
young Alex Harvey in immediately
after
his
mother’s death and while
the father was in the TB
hospital.
Harvey said, “They
gave me a place to live
until an aunt took me in.”
These black men inspired the great song titled
Ruben James, a nostalgic
tribute from a white boy in
the South to a poor black
man who took him in,
loved him, and nurtured
him.
Every verse is powerful, the last one encapsulating the others;
Ruben James, you
still walk the furrowed
field of my mind

The faded shirt, the
weathered brow
The calloused hands
upon the plow
I loved you then and I
love you now, Ruben
James
“I had Ruben James
written when I managed
my first meeting with
Kenny Rogers,” Harvey
said. “I knew he was in
town to play on a Johnny
Cash show, and I was determined to have him hear
Ruben James. I slipped
into the dressing room
when the door man left to
use the restroom. I sat on
a bench next to Rogers.
He looked me straight in
the eye and asked, ‘Who
are you?’
I told him.
I said I wanted to play him
one song. He said ‘Okay,
one song.’ I played Ruben
James. He looked me
straight in the eye again
and said, ‘I’m going to cut
that song next week.’ Then
he asked me what I was
going to be doing over the
next four months. I said
whatever you want, Mr.
Rogers. And he said that
he was going to produce
an album of my songs with
me doing the singing.”
That was in 1974.
True to his word,
Rogers produced the Alex
Harvey album while Alex
stayed with Rogers in his
Torrance, California home.
In addition to the monster
hit Ruben James, Rogers
recorded 17 more Harvey
songs, including such
tunes as Someone Who

December BAND SCHEDULE
12/1
12/2
12/3
12/4

12/6
12/7
12/8
12/9
12/10
12/11
12/13
12/14
12/15
12/16

Blue Note Ringos
7:30 p.m.
The Lavens
6:30 p.m.
Smokehouse Guitar Army 9 p.m.
Saltwater Slide
9 p.m.
Chris Taylor
9 p.m.
Stephanie Urbina Jones
1 p.m.
Blues Jam
4 p.m.
Pam and Gary Acoustic
Open mic with
Cody Coggins
7:30 p.m.
Prime Time Jazz
8 p.m.
Elija Zane
8 p.m.
The Lavens
6:30 p.m.
A.J. Hobbs
9 p.m.
Jeff Jacobs Band
6:30 p.m.
Los #3 Dinners
9 p.m.
Cody Coggins Duo
1 p.m.
Luckey and Ray
7 p.m.
Open mic with
Lestie Huff
7:30 p.m.
Prime Time Jazz
8 p.m.
Wine Tasting
7:30 p.m.
ReBeca and Friends
8:30 p.m.
The Lavens
6:30 p.m.
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Michael Martin
and the Infidels
9 p.m.
12/17 Karen Wells
6:30 p.m.
Bad Family Bones
9 p.m.
12/18 Miss Neesie and Earfood
Gospel Brunch
1 p.m.
12/20 Open mic with
Nico Laven
7:30 p.m.
12/21 Prime Time Jazz
8 p.m.
12/22 Beer tasting
7:30 p.m.
BRutherz
8:30 p.m.
12/23 The Lavens
6:30 p.m.
Johnny Gross
9p.m.
12/24 and 12/25
(Closed Christmas Eve and Christmas Day)
12/27 Open mic with
Jeff Reinsfelder
7:30 p.m.
12/28 Prime Time Jaz
8 p.m.
12/29 Billu Kiesel
7:30p.m.
12/30 The Lavens
6:30 p.m.
Ruben V
9 p.m.

www.thecove.us

Cares, a song sung by
Rogers in a movie called
Fools. Alex also wrote the
theme song for the movie
Fire Down Below, receiving a $60,000 fee for that
effort.
He had three songs on
Rogers’ Gambler album.
One might mistakenly
think that a writer of Harvey’s ilk would be filthy
rich from song royalties
alone, but such is not the
way it works.
“There is no fair way to
keep tabs on writer royalties,” Harvey said, “and the
writers are always the low
men on the totem pole.
There are producers,

managers,
engineers,
front men, and all kinds of
agents with their hands
out. The writers never get
a fair share, and everyone
involved knows the reason. They can’t afford the
high-dollar lawyers who
are needed to protect their
rights. More and more of
us are trying to market our
own merchandise. If you
have a record, sell it yourself. If you have a book,
avoid the major publishing
house. In too many cases,
the big publisher gets all
of the money.”
Harvey explains his
book called Texas 101,
what every non-native

needs to know.
“I’m not a native Texan,”
Alex says, “but I’m a naturalized citizen of Texas. I
became a naturalized citizen when I first came here
in the early 1970s. It happened the night I played in
front of Commander Cody
and the Lost Planet Airmen at Armadillo World
Headquarters in Austin.
Willie Nelson and coach
Darrell Royal came to the
show. It was a special
night, the very night that
Willie hired harmonica
great Mickey Raphael. I
had just been signed by
Capitol Records, and I
Continued on pg. 13

Frank Mumme’s

Alex Harvey, wife Gineille, and Action publisher Sam Kindrick at
Action’s 41st anniversary concert
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Alex Harvey
continued from pg 12
thought I was really somebody. I had on my bell-bottom hip-hugger britches, a
gauze see-through shirt
with no collar, a pair of Indian moccasins, and I had
it all topped off with a red
cowboy hat.”
Harvey says he was always a big Darrell Royal
fan, and that he valued the
legendary Texas University coach for his opinions
on musicians and music in
general.
“I would appreciate any
help you could give me,”
Harvey told Royal. “Anything that might help my
performance.”
The coach looked Alex
over, and Harvey will
never forget the critique.
“I don’t like to tell anyone what to do,” Royal
said, “but if I were you, I
would get me a pair of
Wrangler pants, a western
shirt with a traditional collar, and a good pair of
boots . Not cheap boots,
either. If you have cheap
boots, you are a cheap
Texan.”
Alex said Royal then
added, “And I believe I
would lose that red girls
cowboy hat.”

Harvey said he complied. By noon of the next
day he had a new Texan
wardrobe, complete with a
genuine Stetson personally blocked by Manny
Gammage of the legendary Texas Hatters inSouth Austin.
“And that’s when I became a naturalized citizen
of Texas,” Harvey laughed.
It would be pure folly to
hang a music label on
Harvey. Willie Nelson said
it a long time ago: There
are only two kinds of
music--good music and
bad music.
“Capitol Records never
knew what to call me,”
Alex says. “Nor did Metro
Media or Buddah. But
Capitol helped a lot by
sending me overseas. It
was Bill Boyd of Capitol
who came up with the
idea. I had a number-one
pop record. It worked for a
while. A tune called Make
My Life Beautiful. I could
get off a plane in Amsterdam and there would be
girls waiting.”
On the subject of songs
and songwriters, Harvey
says no songwriter should
stick with a song that nobody will dance to.
“If they stop dancing,”
he said, “you need to stop
playing that song.”

Merle Haggard is Harvey’s favorite songwriter.
His favorite Haggard song
is Mama Tried.
“Merle was absolutely
the best,” Harvey says. “All
great writers have a signature song, a big one. Willie
had Night Life. Absolutely
his greatest, and he has
had some great ones. Cat
Stevens had Wild World.
For James Taylor it was
Sweet Baby James. I
loved Waylon Jennings
songs. But Haggard tops
my list. If there is any musician playing a show
where the people stop
dancing, all he has to do is
call up Silver Wings.”
Harvey says he has
been concentrating heavily on solo performances,
improving his guitar playing and focus. But this
doesn’t mean that he
won’t again work with a
band.
“You might recall that I
once lived on a house
boat on Lake Austin,” he
said. “I was working with a
group then. But as you
know, what we once knew
as the Austin sound has
gone to hell in a hand-basket. A lot like Nashville.
Everything is starting to
sound alike.”
When he gets settled
back in Texas, Harvey

says he plans to eventually put another band together.

“I have the sound
rolling around in my head,”
he said. “And I have every

intention of getting another group together.”
Continued on pg. 14

Alex Harvey and wife Gineille are looking to buy property north
of San Antonio. They say no further north than Llano and no further south than Bulverde

Great Barbecue...
Great Texas Music...
Come Join The Fun...
Thursday Bike Night
Live Classic Rock & Blues
Friday Fish Fry and Dance
Live Country Band
Saturday
Concert and Dance
Classic Car and Hotrod
Cruise Every Sunday 1:30pm
to 6:30pm

210-649-3730
210-263-3805
www.texaspridebbq.net
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Kindrick Column
continued from pg 6
to be in on the Leon hijinks without having to be
coached in advance.
“Hello,
Grady,”
Willie said. “I want you to
meet my friend Leon Russell.”

Scatter Shots
continued from page 11
“Chuck Fletcher was
there, and Monte Montgomery got his son
Stormy up to play with
Taylor Byers, Matt, and
Chris Cruz, Mike Workman’s son. Dan Dreeben
played drums most of the

Alex Harvey
continued from page 13
Alex Harvey has worked
with a number of Texas
musicians, including San
Antonio’s George Chambers, who once toured
with Willie Nelson and
Family as the official
dance band. Chambers
opened both Action Magazine 40th and 41st anniversary shows as well.
“George has a good
voice,” Alex said, “but
where he stands out as

The boy of 16
summers stood in stunned
silence. He had become a
Willie Nelson fan among
other things.
Leon
reached
down and grabbed my
son’s right hand.
“I’m really happy
to make your acquain-

tance,” Russell told my
son. “Are you ready for our
show tomorrow?”
Should I live to
be 150, I will never forget
that wreath of sheer joy
which framed my 16year-old’s face. Tears
sprang to his eyes, and I
will never forget what

night. R.B. Blackstone
came out and played. So
did Paul Claggen, one of
Scott’s favorites. Randy
Reinhard came by. Wild
Bill played harmonica.
Tony Martinez and his
brother Art sang. Too
many to keep track of. It
was moving and fantastic.”
Express and News
music writer Hector Sal-

dana had this to say about
Scott Byers:
Byers is remembered
as a talented and generous artist, woodworker
and family man. In his
younger days, he rocked
out with his band Blackrose; later he would evoke
the sweeter singer-songwriter persona of Dan Fogelberg and Jackson
Browne.

Matthew Kirk

Nashville
for
good.
Nashville is full of fakes.
Tennessee doesn’t have
the Texas heart. I write
songs from my heart. The
melody grows out of my
heart, the lyrics to the
songs grow out of the
melody. I still think like I
did when I was 20. We can
do anything we set our
minds on. I don’t talk
about my age because the
number of years are not
important. It ain’t how
many years you have
lived, it’s how high can you
still jump!”

So with all of that said,
I asked Alex Harvey the
big question he has heard
many times:
Why doesn’t the world
know Alex Harvey? Mention the name in any
crowd, and chances are
that 98 percent of those in
attendance won’t know
who you are talking about.
But mention the hits and
it’s a different story.
Say Ruben James or
Delta Dawn, and the brain
bells go off as the eyes
light up with instant recognition and admiration.Tell

the best in the world is his
ability to put a band together. A George Chambers band just can’t be
topped. They can rehearse a song once or
twice and it comes out
near perfect.”
I have never met Larry
Collins in person, but I
have met a bunch of musicians, and I have yet to
meet one who had anything bad to say about
Alex Harvey.
“I love people,” Harvey
said. “I don’t like phonies.
That’s why I’m leaving

came out of his mouth:
“Leon.”
That was it and
no more was needed.
Leon Russell had touched
a young soul.
My younger son,
who was 15 at the time,
recalls today that Russell
and Nelson sang Willie’s
great song Family Bible

that night, but Steve recalls little more as he fell ill
and wound up in an Austin
hospital before the concert was done. He was
treated for heat exhaustion and released the next
day.
When Grady took
his own life 20 years later,
none of us could fathom it.

I have long since stopped
trying. But I have a vision
that will never go away:
My kid with Leon
Russell, sitting somewhere by a campfire, and
with Grady grinning like a
possum.
There will definitely be another show.

Love and nostalgia in-

Antonio music talent that
will never perish.
The benefit was held at
La Hacienda de Los Barrios on Redland Road.

termingled at the gathering like ground fog. Snow
on the roofs and crows
feet around the eyes were
compared and appreciated by those still standing.
Also appreciated were
the kids who took the
stage, a harbinger of San

people that Alex Harvey
songs recorded by a vast
array of artists have now
sold close to 300-million
copies worldwide, and
your listeners stand in
stunned wonder.
Harvey understands
this. He has wished and
wondered, and come to
grips with the absence of
white lights, drum rolls,
and confetti
in the humble fashion of
one who knows what it’s
really all about.
“I never worked at getting mass media recogni-

tion,” Harvey explains. “I
have never been so ego
involved that I couldn’t
stand it if someone
doesn’t know who I am. I
can honestly tell you what
I have always really
wanted. When I sing a
song that I have written,
and I see someone shed a
tear or maybe laugh, then
that’s enough. I have
touched that person. And
sometimes there is no
laugh and no tear, but I will
know just the same that I
have reached a heart. I
can see it in the eyes. This
is always enough for me.

Where to find Action Magazine
Northeast
Adrenalin Tattoos
Boozehounds
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