Best Neighborhood Bar in San Antonio

KRYSTAL’S IS NOW MOE’S TX TAVERN

Come join us September 8th to Celebrate!!

Special Event
Sept 29th
BIKE NIGHT!!

Karaoke
Pool Table
Sun,Wed,Fri 9pm
Darts
Poker Night
NFL Ticket on
Monday 7-10pm
Multiple
Daily Drink Specials
Flat Screens!!
w/ Full Bar
Happy Hour
Spacious Covered
12pm-7pm daily
Outdoor Patio
Open 12pm-2am
Harley Owners Group
7 days a week
Food, Door Prizes, Music Biker friendly

Starts @ 6pm
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A look at live music in the public sphere
As a way of introducing
my case for live music in
the public sphere, here
are a few comments from
published authors.
A. Trafton wrote, “MIT
neuroscientists have identified a neural population
in the human auditory cortex that responds selectively to sounds that
people typically categorize
as music, but not to
speech or other environmental sounds” (para. 1).
Music has its own way of
being understood in the
human brain.
S. Glynn reported that
a large-scale review of research papers concluded
that music plays a significant role in reducing
stress and anxiety. Portions of the review indicate
that music has a positive
effect on depression. In
her article, Glynn also
stated, “A study from 2011
suggested that thrilling
music is similar to food
and sex - more pleasure
and anticipation means

more dopamine.”
According to D. Alban,
“One of the ways music
enhances brain function is
by stimulating the formation of certain brain chemicals. Listening to music
increases the neurotransmitter, dopamine. This is
the brain’s ‘motivation molecule’ and an integral part
of the pleasure-reward
system.”
According to D. Levitin,
“. . . the emotions we experience in response to
music involve structures
deep in the primitive, reptilian regions of the cerebellar vermis, and the
amygdala—the heart of
emotional processing in
the cortex.” We are hardwired to react to music at
our most instinctive level,
without consciously thinking about it.
Music doesn’t have to
be upbeat and happy to
have a positive effect on a
listener. M.R. Vann wrote,
“Feel depression coming
on now that you have a

broken heart? Pick music
that expresses your emotion, crank up the volume,
and cry or sing along.
You'll feel better for it.”
In fact, Vann continued,
“A 2013 study published in
the Journal of Consumer
Research showed that

Music Matters
with

Jim
Chesnut

people prefer certain
music based on recent experiences. For example, a
person who just had a
frustrating exchange with
someone was more likely
to choose angry music.
Likewise, those with a broken heart chose sad

FAMILY FEST 2018

Turner Bowling Club
5555 Duffek Dr, Kirby
th

Sunday, Sep 16 ʹ Noon to 7:00
Admission - $5 donation
Live country bands - Dancing
$10 Brisket Plates available
Silent Auction & Raffles
Bowling specials
VIP tables - $200 ʹ seats 6
Includes: 6 door prize raffle tickets, 6 brisket plates, 2 beer
buckets, advertising signage, 501 receipt

ALL proceeds go to the
Warrior and Family Support Center
at Fort Sam Houston
For more information, call Kenny Piper: 210.240.5381 or Ken Metcalf: 210.501.0132
Visit us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/satxsga
Version 07
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music. And, according to
the research, in some
cases the brokenhearted
say they would prefer to
hear a weepy breakup
tune rather than cry on the
shoulder of an empathetic
friend.”
So, what’s the big deal

about live music in the
public sphere? We have
gotten along fine with
recorded forms ever since
the 1970’s disco era. Too,
karaoke is also very entertaining, so why have live
music?
First, live music performers can engage an
audience in ways that
even talented karaoke
hosts cannot. For example, in addition to inviting
sing-along-participation,
when performing live,
singer/songwriters often
entertain and enlighten
audiences with stories
that resonate with common life experiences. It is
very hard for a Karaoke
host to do. This level of engagement provides a benefit to the venue featuring
live music by building its
brand loyalty.

Second, live music performers can respond to
audience non-verbal reactions and adjust the presentation
to
fit
the
circumstance. For example, as performers observe the quality of the
connection with their listeners, they can intuitively
determine
appropriate
song selections and sequences that encourage
extended
customer
lengths of stay in the
venue. Interactive live
music performers are
good for business.
Third, A live music performance is more effective
than a recorded music
presentation because it is
visual. A live music performer
communicates
non-verbally with body
language that conveys the
emotion of the performance. Simply put, a quality
live music performance
just feels better in many
cases.
Fourth, live music performers help audience
members reconnect with
the past and stay connected to the present.
Metaphorically speaking,
music is the aroma of life
being lived. When a song
reminds you of a happy or
sad time, it doesn’t require
much processing by the
brain. The feeling is just
there. It’s the same way
our sense of smell tells us
that baking bread is a
good thing.
“You feel understood
on a deep level. That understanding provides a release that allows you to

move on,” wrote Vann.
Moving on. Isn’t that
what life is about? Coping
with disappointment, celebrating good news, and
enduring a bunch of boredom in between peak
events is what we all face
daily. Music makes moving
on so much easier, and,
arguably, what greater
public good can a city provide than an encouraging
context for a more peaceful coexistence.
“Music is born into a
man like a heartbeat and
you can’t rip it out without
killing him” – Alfred Hitchcock as cited by A. Rizvi.
Music makes people
happy. Happy people
make happy neighbors.
Happy neighbors make
happy communities.
Bobby McFerrin wrote and
sang, “Don’t worry, be
happy.” Please support
venues that feature live
music in San Antonio and
elsewhere.

...
Jim Chesnut is a state-certified public management graduate of Texas State University
in San Marcos and a former
major label recording artist
and staff songwriter with
Acuff-Rose Music in Nashville.
After 25 years away from the
music business, he began performing in and around San Antonio in 2008. Since then, He
has self-produced and released five CDs. Since January
2016, he has had five consecutive Top-10 national indie
country singles, three of which
reached #1 in the Top-40 chart
of IndieWorld Country Record
Report. He has been a freelance contributor to Action
Magazine since the beginning
of
2016.
Contact
info:
jim@chesnutproductions.com

651-4541
4810 FM 1518 N.
1/4 MILE EAST
OFF IH35
HOURS:

7 DAYS
A
WEEK

Come check out
the world’s most unique barbecue joint
and entertainment venue

Texas Pride
Barbecue
Bike Nights Thursdays
Fish fry on Fridays

LIve Music Schedule

Sept
Sept
Sept
Sept
Sept
Sept
Sept
Sept
Sept
Sept
Sept
Sept

1
6
7
8
13
14
15
20
21
22
27
28

los Chapa’s band
Bike Night - Dj
fish fry - wrangler country
fiddlin Jim Attwood band
Bike Night Dj
fish fry - whiskey 2 step
fiddlin Jim Attwood band
Bike night - Dj
fish fry - Lone Star Pickerz
Burgundy band
Bike Night Dj
fish fry
Bimbo and borderline band

Bring the kids We are family friendly
See our giant Rainbo playground and game arcade
Phone: 210-649-3730
Address: 2980 E. Loop 1604 near Adkins
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When you read this column in Action Magazine,
we may be in the midst of a whole new ball game.
In last month’s column, I let it be known that I
have cancer.
At this writing, I was still clueless as to what
treatment I might get.
All of which means that I have been keeping
myself company in the recesses of my own mind, a dangerous place to be in these troubled times.
Since I was diagnosed with metastatic thyroid
cancer almost two months ago, I have been in more
doctor offices than a flu germ. They have scanned my
internal organs, my bones, and what little I have left of
a brain. They have shot me up with radioactive dye and
God only knows what else.
I still don’t know what (if anything) can be done
for my condition. Prayer might be my best bet. They say
I might be eligible for surgical removal of my thyroid, but
this might not be an option if pending genetic testing
proves that my cancer is of an unusually aggressive nature.
This, of course, could change at the drop of a
surgical gown.
Then there is the mass on my sternum, a condition one medic has told me cannot be cured. The doctors say this bone tumor is treatable but not curable, a
depressing thought if one approaches this from a negative mindset. There is a positive angle which I prefer.
My plan is to publish an October issue of Action
Magazine and keep it going. We haven’t missed a
month since the magazine’s startup on March 1 of
1975.
What to do should I wind up flat on my back in
a hospital?
Could I recover enough to land back on my feet
in a week? In 10 days? In a month?
Should we have to miss a month of publication,
would my regular advertisers stick with me? Or maybe
two months?
This is the kind of negative bullshit that might
cause a recovered alcoholic like me to fall off the water
wagon, so I will revert to the healthy and positive spiritual mindset that has kept me sober and drug free for
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almost 29 years.
I saw a recent blurb on Facebook that said
Nothing in the world causes more misery than uncertainty.
This is a good quote but it isn’t entirely accurate.
Fear of the unknown is worse.
The solution, of course, is of a spiritual nature
and the human exercise espoused by recovered alcoholic/musician Kris Kristofferson in his classic song
which is played at more Alcoholics Anonymous funerals
than any other tune. The song was also recorded by
Christy Lane and the late Merle Haggard.
It is called One Day at a Time, and the lyrics
go thusly:
I'm only human I'm just a man
Help me to believe in what I could be and all
that I am
Show me the stairway that I have to climb
Lord for my sake teach me to take one day
at a time
One day at a time sweet Jesus that's all I'm
asking from you
Give me the strength to do everyday what I
have to do
Yesterday's gone sweet Jesus and tomorrow may never be mine
So for my sake teach me to take one day at
a time.
Do you remember when you walked among
men
Well Jesus you know if you're looking below
it's worse now than then
Pushing and shoving crowding my mind
So for my sake teach me to take one day at
a time.
One day at a time sweet Jesus that's all I'm
asking from you
Give me the strength to do everyday what I
have to do
Yesterday's gone sweet Jesus and tomorrow may never be mine
So for my sake teach me to take one day at

a time.
Yes, just for my sake teach me to take one
day at a time...
A native of Brownsville, Texas, and a legendary
country music songwriter, Kris Kristofferson is widely
known for such hits as Me and Bobby McGee (Janis
Joplin), Sunday Morning Coming Down (Johnny Cash),
and the Sami Smith monster hit Help Me Make It
Through the Night.
His song Good Morning John was a tribute to
Johnny Cash’s apparent successful struggle with
drugs. And Kristofferson’s tune They Killed Him was
dedicated to his major hero, Jesus Christ.
While One Day at a Time didn’t rank in the top
tier of Kristofferson’s many hits, it has become an anthem at AA funerals where yesterday is history, tomorrow is a mystery, and today is a gift from God.
I know that I have a lot to be grateful for. My wife
Sharon tops the list of special angels in my life, and my
recent induction into the Wittliff Collections at Texas
State University is still more than I can fathom.
To be included in the Wittliff with talents like
Larry McMurtry, Sandra Cisneros, Willie Nelson, Jerry
Jeff Walker, J. Frank Dobie, Ray Benson of Asleep At
The Wheel, and so many more simply blows my mind.
Behind the Wittliff honor, of course, is my friend
of many years Hector Saldana, Krayolas band leader
and former senior music columnist for the Express and
News who is now curator of music at the Wittliff.
Hector wrote the lengthy and comprehensive
article on me, Action Magazine, and the Wittliff which
appeared in the August issue of the magazine. To read
it all in my own little rag was a humbling and heartwarming event. Front page in Rolling Stone or the New
York Times couldn’t have made me happier.
Lastly, and of monumental importance to me,
come my friends and readers. More than 1,000 of them
took the time to send me comments on Facebook after
last month’s column on the cancer.
I told friend Wayne Harper that I should buy a
T-shirt that says “I am a pussy.” I just don’t have the
words to properly thank everyone for all the love and
kindness.

Natalie Rose progress
on music charts keeps
her opening for stars
Natalie Rose was a
rosy-cheeked teenager
when we did an Action article on her in September
of 2012.
She was singing at the
late Gary Stebbens’ Texas
46 Bar and Grill near
Spring Branch and Bulverde, and everybody was
talking about how she was
going to develop into a
star.
We caught up with the
daughter of Guy and Tina
Capparelli again recently,
and the 23-year-old Natalie Rose we encountered on the outdoor stage
at Blue Star Brewing
Company was living proof
that those early admirers
were spot on with their
praise.
Natalie Rose is a country rocker with an edge, a
mature
writer
and
songstress
with
a
Nashville press agent and
recordings of her own to
prove that she is the real
deal.
Her parents, Guy and
Tina Capparelli, are the
Caparelli Italian resturant
owners who now spend
their spare time watching
their daughter flirt with the
bigtime.
She has opened for
everyone from Ray Price
to Kevin Fowler, and her
recordings are really starting to move on the charts.
Cliff Doyal, Natalie’s
press agent, recently
messaged us: Things are
really heating up for her.
She just opened a sold
out concert with Randy
Rogers and Wade Bowen
at Brewster's Ice House in
Corpus. And her single
"My South" jumped this
week from #60 to #38 on
the Texas Regional Radio
Report chart.”
Her earlier press releases are as follows:
Natalie
Rose
is
pleased to announce the
release of her latest single, My South, a summertime anthem that is sure to
have fans singing along
with familiar themes of

everyday life in the country.
No stranger to the
Texas music scene, My
South is the sixth single
release from Rose since
2014, with each successive song climbing higher
on the charts than the previous one.
My South is the followup to Conformity, which
reached #7 on the Texas
Regional Report. The single is an up tempo country
rocker that gives the Texas
firebrand the room to
stretch out vocally and
showcase the full range of
her singing abilities and
presents yet another step
in the evolution of her
artistry. The song was produced by Kent Wells, who
serves as the lead guitarist and producer of
Dolly Parton, and will be
included in Rose's forthcoming album release.
"I'm super honored to
release this song written
by the very talented Sarah
Beth Terry, and I hope
country music fans love it
as much as I do," says
Rose.
Raised in a family of
seven children in Seguin,
Natalie Rose made her
professional singing debut
at her parents' restaurant
at the age of 8. Drawing
from early musical influences including Dolly,
Martina McBride, Reba
and Patsy Cline, the
young talent soon began
to forge her own musical
identity and with that her
self-confidence grew. By
her early teens, Rose's
talents attracted the attention of talent buyers and
she formed a band and
honed her talent at local
bars.
Since that time she has
performed at venues
across the region and
opened shows for Ray
Price, Roy Clark, Ronnie
Milsap, Charley Pride,
Gary Allan, The Band
Perry, Martina McBride,
Kevin
Fowler,
Wade
Bowen, Aaron Watson,

William Clark Green, and
many others.
With a handful of welldeserved industry nominations, accolades from
radio programmers and
fans alike, Rose is poised
for the next step of her career.
"I really want to go as
far in this business as I
can. I want to do everything," she states emphatically. And based on her
upward momentum to
date, her growing fan base
and increasingly busy tour
schedule, one can surely
be safe to believe that Natalie Rose will "do everything" possible to keep her
fans engaged for many
years to come.
Natalie Rose was always a singer. "As a child
I sang around the house
all the time. I never wanted
to do anything else," she
says. "There was never really a special moment that
I can point to where I knew
I would become a singer.
It's just who I have always
been. It's who I am."
In 2014, Natalie went
into the studio with legendary artist and producer, Texas legend Ray
Benson, of Asleep at the
Wheel. Those four songs
would become the first
four of the five radio singles that the 23 year-old
singer/songwriter has released to the Texas/Red
Dirt radio market, with
each one notching higher
on the charts than the previous one.
This upward momentum hit a new high in 2017
when
the
Texas
songstress earned her
first Top 10 single with
Conformity, a self-penned
song, which landed at #7
on the charts. That creative peak had much to do
with the strength of the
song, but also the subject
matter and how Natalie's
artistic
journey
had
evolved to become more
true to who she really is.
"That song was very
personal to me," she

Natalie Rose has grown up
states. "I refuse to be put
in a box - to ‘conform.’ I
don't like being told how I
should look, or dress, or
wear my hair. Because
every day I wake up, and I
make all of those decisions based on how I feel
at that moment. I might
change my hair style, or
my style of clothing every
day. I am just 'me,' I'm natural."
That personal sense of
"self" and confidence of
who she is, and what she
wants to reflect in her
artistry, has also taken
Natalie out of the safety
zone of what one might
expect from a country performer.
"I have grown so much

artistically by drawing influences from artists like
the late Tejano singer Selena,” Natalie Rose said.
“She accomplished so
much in her short life. To
know that another female
artist from my state made
it that big really gives me
hope. And I’ve also been
inspired by Brandi Carlile,
the Folk-Rock singer. She
is unashamed of who she
is and she adds simple
phrases in her songs that
are gritty and real."
Rose goes on to say,
"And Freddie Mercury
from Queen – I love his attitude, and the way he had
fun, performed different
musical styles, dressed
how he wanted and had

such an amazing stage
presence. Plus, I have an
overbite like he did. It used
to bother me. I was
ashamed of it. Now I embrace it. It's part of who I
am."
What
Natalie
has
learned from all of these
artists is to be unique, to
become a better more engaging live performer, and
to remain true to herself.
Based on her upward
momentum to date, her
growing fan base and increasingly busy tour
schedule, one can surely
be safe to believe that Natalie Rose will “do everything” possible to keep her
fans engaged.
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CLUB OWNERS
MAKE MORE
MONEY $$$
Reduce Credit Card Expenses

GET A MINI BANK (ATM) IN
YOUR CLUB AT NO
EXPENSE TO YOU!
We provide ATM’s for
festivals and other events

• INTERNET JUKE BOXES
• VALLEY POOL TABLES
• ELECTRONIC DARTS
• VIDEO GAMES

BROADWAY AMUSEMENTS
BROADWAY JOE GONZALES
210-344-9672

Frank Mumme’s

r
e
h
t
O
The
n

a
m
o
W

Karaoke

Cocktail Lou

nge

on Fridays & Saturdays

South San Antonio’s friendly gathering place
5 minutes from Downtown San Antoinio.
Pool • Darts • Televised Sporting Events
1123 Fair Ave. (210) 534-7399
Open Monday - Sunday 12 Noon - 2 a.m.

A-ACTION
License
BAIL BONDS #25
102 S. COMAL #2, SATX 78207

www.broadwayamusements.com

25% OFF Most Bonds

210-226-5487

Henry’s Liquor

1126 W. Commerce Street ● South of jail parking lot (under the over pass)

2 LOCATIONS:

MAKE MY DAY LOUNGE

Locally owned and operated.

4234 Thousand Oaks Dr.
210.599.1395
AND

2220 S. W.W. White
210.333.9587
Find us at henrysliquor.net
We are also on Facebook and Instagram

Victoria Embrey, Manager

Corner of Perrin-Beitel & Thousand Oaks
Across from HEB

We are always open at 7:00 a.m. for our night shift patrons
THANK YOU DISCOUNTS FOR FIRST RESPONDERS

ALL STAR JAM ✸ 27TH YEAR
We open Sundays at 12:00 ◆ (210) 655-6367
FREE POPCORN, POOL AND WI-FI

Hosted by Mike Ellis, Jackie Huddle
and the Fabulous Funtones
Every Sunday at 9:30pm

KARAOKE WITH LARRY & MADONNA
Every Friday and Saturday at 9:30pm

KARAOKE WITH JOHN & KATHRYN
Every Thursday at 8:00pm
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Newspaper purge
Poopular TV and movie
stars columnist Jeanne
Jakle continues to weigh
in on Facebook after she
was
unceremoniously
dumped by the Express
and News back in May.

trail. The rapacious grim
reaper of all print media
souls is right behind them.
Here at Action Magazine, we take comfort in
the words of our late Bulverde Indian friend, who
said: When there is nothing else left, I will get me a
tin beak and pick shit with
the chickens.
Learning to live on
nothing is probably beyond the average newspaper executive’s limit of
comprehension. And there
will be more of it--weeping, wailing, and the
gnashing of teeth.

Steel guitar fest

Jeanne Jakle
We contacted her
about her firing and here
is what she had to say:
It was a shock considering how well read I remained online and what a
dedicated worker I was for
35 years. But...I’m certainly not sad that I’m out
of there considering what
the E-N is becoming.
Thanks, Sam!!! A toast to
you!
Jakle’s ouster had
nothing to do with her talent or the number of followers she had. It was for
economic reasons only,
and 14 other EN employes went down the
drain with her. And there
have likely been more
since.
The print industry in
general is hurting, and the
big San Antonio daily is
but a toilet paper wisp of
what it once was.
Express/News
honchos informed Jakle that
her position had been
“eliminated.”
These superannuated
pretenders in the inkstained towers of fading
newspaper
dominance
had best watch their back

The San Antonio Steel
Guitar Association holds a
yearly event, the Family
Fest, to raise monies for
The Warrior and Family
Support Center at Fort
Sam Houston in San Antonio.
This year’s event will be
Sunday September 16 at
the Turner Club in Kirby
from noon until 7 p.m.
This is our 7th year
and we have raised
$20,000 for this worthy
cause. There will be local
country bands, $10 brisket
food plates, silent auctions, raffles, and merchandise sales. Also, the
Turner Club will be hosting
bowling specials for those
in attendance. Suggested
donation for admission is
$5 per person. For more
information,
visit
www.Facebook.com/satxs
ga.

We hate fireworks
The fireworks purveyors say Comal County is
the least fireworks friendly
county in Texas, and we

say hooray for Comal.
This past Fourth of July
was the quietest in recent
Comal County history,
probably because of the
general antipathy for fireworks coupled with a burn
ban which remains in effect in Comal.
Because of the loud
and high-pitched racket
produced by fireworks explosions, dogs and other
pets are often victims with
serious ear damage, a
fact which many veterinarians will verify.
The Sam and Sharon
Kindrick family includes
Jack Russell terriers
Henry and Annie, and
Boots the orange cat.
While we had a relatively quiet July 4 this year,
such was not the case in
1917. Henry barks angrily
at the sound of fireworks.
Boots vanishes. And
Annie
trembles
and
whines in obvious pain,
salivating and literally crying in terror.
Here is what animal behavior expert Louise
Thompson has to say
about fireworks and animals:
“It is clear from research that using fireworks near animals is
both cruel and inhumane.
“Firework displays and
celebrations bring confusion, anxiety and fear into
the lives of animals, causing many to run away from
their homes in an effort to
escape the frightening
detonations. Fireworks are
not animal-friendly. Invariably, when communities
celebrate with fireworks,
local shelters and other
animal aid organizations
are overwhelmed by the
"fallout”, which manifests
in an increased number of
stray animals and reports
of injuries and trauma to
animals.
“Those animals reunited
with their families must
consider themselves fortunate. Many injured or terrorized animals run away
from their homes to escape the traumatizing detonations of fireworks.
Some are hit by cars and

injured or killed, some are
maimed for life, while others are never recovered
alive.
“Firework explosions
can produce a blind panic
in animals that can lead to
serious injury, deeprooted, debilitating fears,
or even death. This is, in
part, because the events
do not last long enough for
animals to become accustomed to the explosions.
Moreover, the ears of
most animals are considerably more sensitive than
the human ear. Therefore,
the explosion of a firework
(which can emit sounds of
up to 190 decibels, a full
110 to 115 decibels higher
than the 75- to 80-decibel
range, where damage to
the human ear begins) not
only is proportionately
more disturbing to an animal, it can also affect an
animal's acute sense of
hearing.
“In addition, animals
who are too close to firework explosions often suffer significant burns and
eye damage. Fireworks
generate a noise level
higher than the noise from
gunshots (140 decibels)
and low-level flying jets
(100 decibels). Irreversible
ear damage, such as tinnitus and loss of hearing in
humans starts at the 80decibel range.
Startling,
extremely
loud sounds must have a
detrimental effect on
wildlife as well. In 1996,
research demonstrated
that hatchling and juvenile
black ducks at a site of
over flights in Piney Island,
N.C., grew slower and had
less body weight than
black ducks living in lownoise areas. A study to examine the impact of sound
from loud gunshots on
snow geese found that the
birds reduced their feeding time. The energy loss
created could be only partially compensated for by
feeding at night, resulting
in less time resting and
sleeping. Over time, these
sorts of behaviors no
doubt reduce survival
rates. Dr. David Noakes, a

zoologist at the University
of Guelph, Ontario, points
out that the combined responses to fireworks of
panic and disorientation
can result in birds' flying
into a building or too far
out to sea. Researchers at
Acadia University, Nova
Scotia, found that colonial
species of birds that nest
in high densities, such as
the herring gull, are most
at risk during a round of
firecracker
explosions.
After a loud bang, most
birds fly away in fright, and
the nesting mothers of the
flock sometimes cannot
find their own nest upon
return, endangering the
well-being of nestlings.
“Fireworks
produce
light, noise and air pollution. The explosion of fireworks
also
releases
poisonous chemicals and
particle-laden smoke, contaminating our natural environment.
As
a
consequence, fireworks
pose a hazard to wildlife
living in or near areas
where firework displays
occur, as well as wildlife
downwind.
“And these chemicals
are also hazardous to
companion animals living
in the area where they are
detonated. In addition, we
can not forget humans
with asthma and other
health problems.
“Fireworks can affect
farm animals, too. Dr. Ian
Duncan, a University of
Guelph ethnologist, has
demonstrated that laying
hens show extremely low
egg production the day
after fireworks and the
eggs are often malformed
as well.
“Dogs, cats, and other
companion animals don't
understand that the terrifying loud bangs are a celebration. One can only
imagine what they think,
given how much more
sensitive their hearing is
than ours. Humane societies across North America report that after
firework displays they are
swamped with calls about
lost dogs and cats. Dogs
are brought to shelters

with paws bloody from
running or torn skin from
tearing through a backyard wooden fence or,
worse, crippled from being
hit by a car.
“The need to protect
both companion animals
and non domesticated animals from fireworks harm
is exemplified in the numerous stories of animal
suffering that we are left
with after the smoke has
cleared. For example,
dogs have responded to
firework explosions by
breaking through windows
and screens, often running miles away from their
homes, only to end up exhausted, bloody and confused or dead on the road.
“A bull trying to escape
his pen in response to a
fireworks display died after
becoming impaled. The
city of Carrollton, Texas,
decided to cancel its 1999
July Fourth fireworks celebration after a fireworks
test indicated that the
lights and sounds disturbed egrets at a nearby
rookery. Even guide dogs
- who are well trained and
prepared for the big bad
world - are sometimes left
so terrorized by the explosions that they suffer severe emotional distress
and are unable to assist
their companions. Consequently, it is not surprising
that firework events generate an increase in the
number of stray animals,
as well as an increase in
reports of injuries and
trauma to animals.
“For animals, fireworks
are no cause for celebration. However, fireworks
remain a holiday fixture in
most communities around
the world, despite the increased acceptance of alternatives such as laser
light shows and neighborhood festivals.”
We wish all of Texas
would follow the lead set
by Comal County. Or better yet, outlaw both sale
and use of fireworks in
any form.
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Indie pickers powered by mysterious motor
By Jim Chesnut
Some may be doctors,
carpenters, teachers, students, waiters or lawyers.
Some are seniors, like I
am. Some are early mid-

dle-aged, like Matt Campbell in Nashville, and
some are young like
Marcy Grace and Natalie
Rose. Some are friends of
mine like Lacy Brinson,

Jack Pledge

Greg Bourbonnais, Jim
Hartwell, Rod Campbell
and Mike Trigg.
Nearly every indie
music maker I know does
something else to pay
bills, although some do
not. These members of
the indie music community
plough
through
the
muddy, mostly unproductive fields of the music
marketplace in hopes of a
bumper crop.
And, honest to Pete, I
do not know what inspires
us.
Insanity?
Perhaps, but I hope it is
something else. I hope it is
a felt-but-not-seen-tooclearly vision of a personal
future in which we are accepted for the music we
make because of the difference we make in the
lives of other people.
I hope that we may be
conduits for a stream of
goodness in a confusing
and chaotic world filled
with hard-to-escape, fulltime news coverage that
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titillates and aggravates
the human psyche to the
point of despair. Music has
that kind of healing power
in the human brain.
According to Deane
Alban, “Listening to music
increases the neurotransmitter dopamine. This is
the brain’s ‘motivation molecule’ and an integral part
of the pleasure-reward
system.” Hopefully, we
who make indie music are
dopamine dealers with a
bright future.
In this article I will be
sharing my musings on
the factors affecting the
lives and careers of indie
music makers. First, I will
describe things that challenge our efforts. Then I
will offer some positive tidbits I have picked up along
the way.
Here are some of the
challenges.
Market instability: Owning and operating a live
music venue is extremely
unpredictable, whether
the venue is a restaurant,
bar, event center or concert hall. Things like bad
weather, competition, economic downturns, road
construction, population
shifts, changing public
preferences, staff inconsistencies, TV viewing or
even moon phases affect
cash flow and profitability.
Live music performers are
often cancelled at the last
minute, since they are
mostly working without
contracts.
Health: I am living proof
that poor decisions can
negatively affect one’s career trajectory. I squandered
a
wonderful
opportunity in Nashville
with an excessive lifestyle
that showed up last year
in the form of oropharyngeal cancer. Let me just
say that living a balanced
life is a helluva lot better
than living the extremes
musical journeymen and
women often do.
In an article published
by Action Magazine in
2017, I told the story of my
friend, Jimmy Peters.
Jimmy was a fellow Texas
troubadour who recorded

for CBS Records and included me in several of his
shows before his death in
a car crash in the early
80s. I’m not sure, but I
think he fell asleep while

ered after months of rehab
and returned to performing; but, at the age of 53
died of cardio vascular
disease, according to published reports.

Lacy Brinson
driving home after a gig,
because he was not a
heavy drinker. I was
stunned by news of his
death.
Remember
Tejano
singer, Emilio Navaira? In
2008 he was driving his
tour bus after a gig in
Houston and had a serious accident. He recov-

Too often, as young
performers, we tend to live
in the moment without
thinking about the future.
We tend to do it if it feels
good and manage the resulting regrets and hangovers the next day. Living
a balanced life includes
Continued on pg. 13

Greg Bourbonnais

Indie pickers
continued from pg 12
eating healthy food and
getting enough sleep, so
late night travels can be
completed successfully.
There is nothing as important as living long enough
to see what the next magical music moment brings.
However, if one gets
hooked on the euphoria
caused by adoring fans,
drugs or alcohol, it is way
to easy to miss the
tremendous satisfaction
that comes with the making of music. For me—and
I’ve tried ’em all—there is
no high as powerful as
discovering a new riff,
singing a new phrase or
watching a new fan’s face
light up when first encountering one of those magical musical moments.
Rejection: Living a balanced life also includes
maintaining one’s mental
health. I cannot adequately express how dark
some of my younger days
were when faced with rejection. And, believe me,
there is a lot of rejection
when climbing ladders in
the music business.
The best advice I can
give is this: 1) When you
hear an agent, producer,
label executive, venue
owner, radio program director or publicist tell you
“No,” translate that into,
“Not yet.” 2) Refocus all
your energy on your craft.
Look at and listen to other
music makers and think,
“What do I have to offer
that they don’t?” 3) Focus
on making better music.
Try to see it from a listener’s point of view.
Now here are some
positive thoughts.
Despite the fact that the
industry is much more
crowded today than when
I started in 1970, technology has made it possible
for more independent live
music performers to build
successful careers without
the support of major
record labels.
Here’s some background info. Somewhere
in the mid-70s, Tascam
(TEAC), Sony and others
came out with affordable
prosumer recording equipment with quality stan-

dards that rivaled the performance of units made by
Ampex, Studer and other
high-end manufacturers. A
group of Magnavox executives used to hang out in
a Dallas lounge where I
sang and asked me what I
thought would be the next
“big” thing in electronics.
I suggested looking at
the equipment being
made by Tascam, for example. They said, down
their collective noses, that
they didn’t see much future in that. But, a friend of
mine, John Bellamy, who
was part of the Collins
Radio digital audio development team, agreed that
there might be.
Well, guess what! Here
we are 40 years later, and
thanks to the technology
developed by John Bellamy, Southwestern Bell
and others, almost any
musician can afford to
build a home studio with
compact digital equipment
featuring quality standards
that exceed the best
equipment available in the
1970s at a fraction of the
cost.
For example, Jack
Pledge, my über talented
friend, just bought an
eight-track
Tascam
recorder for $250. I can’t
wait to hear what this musical savant comes up
with. Oh, and, where is
Magnavox today?
Yup, it’s still hangin’
around making televisions
and competing with folks
like Sony and Samsung.
Guess they made it ok
without my advice.
Then, the Internet
came into being and,
along with digital technology, made it possible for

Roy Holley
Host

musically creative types to
not only create music but
distribute it as well. In fact,
according to Worldwide
Independent
Network,
thanks largely to streaming, in 2016, independent
copyright owners captured
nearly 40% of the global
recorded music market.
In fact, at the end of his
Sony contract, the mighty
Garth Brooks started his
own independent label,
Pearl Records, with only
two artists, himself and Tricia Yearwood, his wife.
“There's a lot of different
ways to promote now and
a lot of options that are
open, and I feel very, very
lucky about that,” he explained to the media.
Due to changing consumer buying patterns
(sharply declining CD
sales), other major artists
could possibly follow in
Brooks’ footsteps. In my
opinion, the two biggest
past functions of a record
label have been record
promotion to radio and
fronting the costs of manufacturing records, tapes
and CDs.
It takes a ton of money
to load the distribution
pipeline with product, and
a good bit of that cost is
not likely to be recouped
by record labels, since
they allow unsold merchandise to be returned
by retail record stores.
But distributing through
the Internet costs virtually
nothing, and terrestrial
music radio stations are
losing listeners to online
sources such as Pandora
and Spotify where listeners can listen to what they
want to when they want to.
Bottom line: technology

makes it possible for indie
music makers to better
compete to some degree
with the major acts, unless
they all decide to follow in
Garth Brooks’ footsteps.
You might be asking,
“How does lil-ole me get in
on this ‘gravy’ train?”
Good question. I’m still
lookin’ for the answer, but
here’s what I’ve learned
so far.
First: It ain’t easy, and it
takes time. I started selfreleasing indie country albums ten years ago. With
the support of Bill Wence
Promotions in Nolensville,
Tennessee, we are now
consistently
charting
songs in several indie
charts. It took about five
years and two albums to
find the sound that is acceptable to small market
terrestrial radio stations
that still make their own
programming decisions
and report their playlists to
chart makers.
Despite the audience
decline in time-spent-listening to terrestrial radio, it
is still very important to
indie music makers seeking to elevate their careers
through radio airplay and
chart recognition.
Second: Audience engagement is extremely important. It is imperative to
have a personal, compelling story—a narrative—that people can
identify with. The challenges that we face and
overcome make awesome
stories. The same can be
said for sacrifices and disappointments. The successes we experience are
also compelling, so long
as they are not expressed
boastfully.

Mike Trigg

Rod Campbell

Continued on pg. 14
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Matt Campbell

Indie pickers
continued from pg 13
In childhood, we all had
dreams of what we would
like to do when we grew
up. But, in the process of
growing up, we often had
to compromise, giving up
or modifying dreams in
order to thrive in the real
world.
Then there’s Willie Nelson, who appeared to tell
Nashville to shove it when
he moved to Austin to do
things his way. Thousands
if not millions of people

Jim Chesnut

bought into his narrative
because they weren’t able
to do that in their own
lives. His narrative and his
music have engaged his
audience to a degree that
is reminiscent of Elvis
Presley and The Beatles.
Most indie music makers are not going to engage
thousands
or
millions of people. Most
are lucky to get dozens or
hundreds. It takes work. It
takes time. And it is done
one person at a time in the
beginning. Instead of retreating to a corner to
relax after a set, I suggest

that performers approach
those individuals who are
paying the most attention
to the performance and
personally greet them to
start building a professional relationship with
them. And, certainly greet
those who are already
loyal followers.
And, of course, the perceived quality of the music
must be engaging. I say
perceived quality because
of the following. I have noticed that some of my
early material did not get
much audience reaction

until after the audience
became familiar with my
narrative—in my case, my
musical journey. Now, I am
beginning to get good response to some of the
early work. Personal
greetings, narrative and
music work together to
build audience engagement.
Finally, getting exposure for one’s music is vitally
important
to
enhancing the narrative. I
have briefly mentioned
small market terrestrial
radio, but many indie

Marcy Grace
music makers are building
successful
careers
through playlists on the Internet. If you are an indie
music maker or know
someone who is, you
might find some useful information here: https://diymusician.cdbaby.com/cate
gory/musician-tips.
Playlisting is something I
am just beginning to appreciate and learn about.
It is simply the next chapter in my narrative that is
best described as inspired
insanity; or is it insane inspiration?

...
Jim Chesnut is a state-certified public manager, graduate of Texas State University in
San Marcos, a former major
label recording artist, and a
staff songwriter with AcuffRose Music in Nashville. After
25 years away from the music
business, he began performing in and around San Antonio
in 2008. Since then, He has
self-produced and released
five CDs. Since January 2016,
he has had six consecutive
Top-10 national indie country
singles, three of which
reached #1 in the Top-40 chart
of IndieWorld Country Record
Report. He has been a freelance contributor to Action
Magazine since the beginning
of
2016.
Contact
info:
jim@chesnutproductions.com
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